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Letter from Child Street

Mission Hill School Governance Board To-Do List

Dear Mission Hill School Families, Friends, Staff and Students,
Our last Governance Board meeting was great. We welcomed our new student Governance Board

members and heard from them as they represented the voices of others. We also moved through an
agenda that balanced sharing information with goal setting and planning for action. We discussed the
following topics: the school autonomies at risk, the results of our school entrance location community
meeting, enrollment numbers for next year, educator evaluation (including principal), staff participation
in the North Dakota Study Group (in Detroit), requests from students, and things we’d like to see happen
before the end of the school year. Yes, we covered a lot of ground. Still, there are a few more todo items
we must add. These items need to be checked off the todo list before the next board meeting in April,
and there is one topic to be informed about.

Five parents (including two alternates) are needed to fill
Governance Board seats. These seats are filled by election through
Family Council. The commitment involves four meetings per year
with a possible subcommittee meeting in between the regular Board
meetings. If you would like to nominate yourself or another
parent/caregiver please contact the Family Council cochairs,
Neathery Brenzel (neathery99@gmail.com) or Amina Michel Lord
(amichellord@missionhillschool.org). You may also call the school
at 6176356384. Our new Governance Board family representatives
will be introduced at the next meeting.

Now is our opportunity to address the socioeconomic balance in
our student population. The enrollment period for next school year
begins in January. Volunteers are needed to distribute fliers about
our school to pockets in the West and North zone that are low
income. Interested in getting the word out about Mission Hill?

Contact Dani Coleman at dcoleman@missionhillschool.org or call the school and let us know.
This month a test called the Predictive Assessment was given to students in grades three to eight in

most Boston Public Schools. This test was not given to students at Mission Hill School. The goal of the
test is to predict how students will do on the MCAS. This test was not given at Mission Hill for several
reasons: It takes valuable time away from teaching and learning. There is no evidence that it affects
student performance. All our students were recently assessed in reading and writing and we do not want
to overassess them. Pilot schools like Mission Hill have the freedom to choose which assessments to
use. However, the Predictives have been mandated, causing conflict between the Pilot school agreement
and the Superintendant. Our Governance Board supports maintaining the right of Pilot Schools to choose
assessments and is taking an active role in conversation with Dr. Johnson, our Superintendent, and her
team to resolve this issue.

The next MHS Governance meeting is on April 4, 2013 from 5pm to 7pm. Childcare will be provided.
Hope to see you there.

~Ayla Gavins
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December
Thu. 12/20, Parent Led
Fundraising Mtg. 5:45  7pm
12/24  1/3/1, Vacation
January 2013
Thu. 1/17, Family Council 5:45 
7pm
Mon. 1/21, No School  MLK Day

REMINDERS
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From the Classrooms

Kindergarten

Room 106

No news this week

Room 107

Last week 107 had the distinct
pleasure of visiting the State
House. Once off the train, our
students were eager to try spotting
the golden dome. “There it is!” they
yelled as we rounded the bend. As
we got closer Diany spotted an
American flag!

Once inside, excitement
overflowed when of a huge picture
of Abraham Lincoln and a statue of
George Washington came into
view. We visited the State House
Model, Doric Hall, Nurses Hall,
Hall of Flags, Great Hall, House of
Representatives, Senate Reception
Room and Senate Chamber. When
asked what they remembered or
liked about our visit, they said:

I liked…
Liam: …everything like lunch and
going through security and the
singing.
Anand: … the gold dome and the
statue and the picture of Abraham

Lincoln.
Shirley: … the gold dome. I
loved the picture of Abraham
Lincoln and that we ate lunch
next to the flags. I liked going
upstairs and using the elevator. I
loved everything.
Diany: …. the flag with the blue
and the stars.
Miles: … the big dome.
Brian: … seeing everything at
the state house and eating there.
Braxton: … everything like
playing outside and eating there
and seeing the dome.
Alma: … seeing the gold dome.
Euan: … seeing the picture of
Abraham Lincoln and the dome
and everything.
Rui: I saw trains.
Lucas: We got to eat right next to
the flags and I liked the gold
dome.
Michelle: I saw the gold top and
Abraham Lincoln. I liked the
train ride.

~Jada Brown

& JoAnn Hawkesworth

Room 109

A rug’s welcome

“I think the rug should go the
long way instead of the wide
way,” one student says
confidently. “Why do you think
so?” Jenny asks.“It makes that
more kids can see you better,” is
the response. “Raise your hand if
you agree with the suggestion
that we should put the rug the
long way,” Jenny tells the class.
Fourteen hands go up. The
decision has been made: when the
new rug arrives we already know
where to put it.

Last week a large oval rug was

3 and 4 year-olds

Room 108

“Without art we are all
deprived.”—from the Mission Hill

School Statement ofPurpose

Last Friday our class, “The
Rocks”, took their first whole
class trip to the art room. We
have been seeing Jeanne, our art
teacher, every other Friday in our
own classroom, but on this day it
was a very big deal for us all to
head upstairs and be in the art
room together as a whole class.
Thanks to Aubrey, our speech
teacher and to Ann Trecker, our
occupational therapist, for their
support in making the art time a
success for everyone. And of
course thanks to Donna and
Angel, who were there to
continue the support they are
always giving!

Before Friday, some of The
Rocks have spent time in the art
room on Monday mornings or
Friday afternoons during “Art
Drop In”. During “Art Drop In”
time, students from around the
school are encouraged to visit the
art room to work on individual
projects or to explore materials
that Jeanne has available. And, of
course, we are also making art in
our own classroom on days when
we are not with Jeanne. Building
sculptures with blocks, painting
with tempera paint at the easels,
and drawing with crayons are all
favored activities for many of our
students, as is collaborating on
one of our many “Class
Canvases”.

~Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin

& Donna Winder
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finally delivered. It lay upside
down on the floor for a day to
flatten it. The next day the whole
class helped to flip it.

“Yeah, let’s get to know the
new rug!” we shouted. We felt it,
stroked it and scratched it. We
listened to the way the new rug
sounded when you play the drum
on it. We had so much fun trying
how it felt to crawl, roll, jump,
and last but not least, sit on it.
We found the best spot for each
child on the edge of the rug. Each
child taped his or her own fabric
pattern to her or his special spot.
Welcome new rug. And the rug
welcomes us.

~Marietje Halbertsma

Grades One & Two

Room 204

As the December break
approaches, familiar things
abound around Mission Hill
School. The lost and found begins
to fill with hats and gloves and
other lost winter items. The
annual Harper family cookies
arrive to the delight of the staff,
and teachers’ minds are fully
focused on report cards.

As I write report cards every
year, I am always struck by the
things I know and don’t know
about children. As I write literacy
comments, I might see that I have
spent a great deal of time with
students on writing good journal
entries. Likewise, as I write Math
comments, I might realize that I
haven’t done a great job of
explaining a particular concept.
Overall, it is a time for reflection
and next steps.

Your child’s first report card of

the year will go home next Friday,
December 21st. Look for it in his
or her backpack. Here are a few
suggestions for reading it:
1. Read it when you have ample
time to go through it thoroughly.
2. Read it first yourself and then
read it again with your child.
3. Celebrate your children’s
successes and think about how to
support them in areas they need to
grow.
4. Contact me with any questions
you have.

Have a wonderful break. I hope
it is filled with times of family,
fun and rest. See you in the New
Year!

~Jenerra Williams

& Amina Michel-Lord

Room 205

The voters have spoken and
Room 205’s Class Name Election
has finally come to an end. We are
excited that we finally have a
class name and that the entire
school community helped by
getting to know us better and
voting on a name that best
represents us as a class. The class
was thrilled to count the ballots. I
could almost hear everybody’s
stomach tumbling as we awaited
the result. Prior to the count, I
knew I would be content and
proud to be called any one of the
four names that the children came
up with because each name
represents us in some way.
Everyone in Room 205 is helpful,
superb, and wonderful. They all
wonder about great things and
they concentrate on everything
they do. Nevertheless, living in a
democratic society means not
everyone gets what she or he
wants. It means that everyone has

a voice to say what is important.
Everyone in Room 205 used their
voices in this process. How I
wish I could combine all these
terrific qualities of my children
and crown them with the name:
“The Super Helpful and
Wonderful Kids Who Wonder and
Concentrate”!

~Brenda Lau

Room 217

A child is upset in our
classroom. Without any of the
rest of us understanding why, she
is knocking down chairs and
crying. It is several minutes
before she allows me to sit down
and comfort her with a hug, and
even then the crying continues.
The rest of the children have been
working in the classroom, and my
usual strategy is to help an
individual child through her upset
without interrupting the rest of
the class. But what message am I
sending, to signal the others to
ignore their friend and continue
working?

I call the rest of the class to the
rug, where I am sitting with this
child in my arms. They gather
immediately and I tell them why
we’re here: a friend is upset, so
upset that she cannot work or
play, so upset that she is turning
over furniture. We need to help
her.

The children’s response is
immediate, full of compassion
and offers of help. Some want to
understand what has happened.
Others offer a tissue, to draw her
a picture, to help her right the
chairs. Others bring her things: a
stuffed animal, a drink of water, a
blanket, a pillow, a hug.
Suddenly, the child who was a
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bother to their work is their sole
concern. She settles, finally,
alongside two friends who set up
to draw, one a portrait of her, the
other a portrait of the bear she
holds. This activity embraces all
three of them. As I leave them, I
realize that my own brow has
changed from frustration to
wonder, again, at the bigness of
the hearts of small children.

~Melissa Tonachel

Grades Three & Four

Room 207

It’s that time of the year! No,
not Christmas—our first reports
of the year are coming.
Throughout the last weeks,
teachers have been gathering the
data and notes we’ve collected
on all the children in our
classrooms. We have studied
their social skills, ability to
learn, to work hard, and to be
kind. The children in room 207
have been working hard to reach
our whole class goal. Our whole
class goal is to become the best
readers we can possibly be by
June 2013. To accomplish this,
we have spent a lot of time
reading books independently; in
small guided reading groups,
and practicing letter sounds and
identification. Gina, our
Learning Coach, has done a
great job providing resources
and assistance throughout this
time. We hope to see
comprehensive progress as the
year continues. We hope you
enjoy reading the reports.
Please remember your child’s
learning is a working progress.
Reports will be sent home next

Friday.
~Robert Baez

Room 216

As a student teacher at Mission
Hill School, I help with lunch in
the K0 classroom. While building
meaningful relationships with our
youngest members of this school,
an idea came to mind that our
third and fourth graders should
also have the opportunity to make
such great connections. I asked a
few students to join me, assuming
that third and fourth graders
would cherish their recess time
and decline such an offer. At first,
my assumptions seemed to prove
true, with only one or two
volunteers willing to skip their
free time to help others. However,
once these few students started to
share their gratification in helping
their fellow schoolmates eat
peacefully and read together,
participating in this lunch duty of
mine became a constant request in
room 216. Without much
direction, it was amazing to see
third and fourth graders take the
initiative and responsibility to
clean up spilled milk, help open
milk cartons and juice boxes,
push in chairs, wash hands and
read stories. There are many
meaningful connections are being
made across staircases and age
differences of our community
during this small window of time.
So many Golden Rulers are
asking to help that it has become
increasingly more difficult to not
take everyone down to room 108.
While that may make lunch for
room 108 a bit too crowded, this
experience has been a small taste
of what can grow in a

communitybuilding
environment.

~Erica Switzer

James McGovern & Jess Watt
Grades Five & Six

Room 210

The moment of truth: Am I cut
out to be a teacher? As some of
you may have known, this week
was my takeover week.
Although, it was a lot of things,
it sure wasn’t easy. There were
days where I would plan
meticulously, only to realize as
the day went on that my plans
weren’t going to be much help.
A good part of teaching is the
planning, but as I’ve come to
find out it’s also about thinking
on your feet, and fast. When the
chorus teacher was out I had to
create a lesson for that period,
when I let a class come in and
do a presentation, I had to switch
plans. Lucky for me, I had the
students’ full attention through
these changes.

The relationship I have
developed with the CincoSeis’
is amazing. I truly have gotten to
know what makes these
children, happy, sad, mad, and
excited. I will miss them when
my time to leave comes. The 5th
and 6th graders in this class
respect me, and have warmed up
to me. It feels good to hear from
kids who weren’t very warm to
you, “Kailah you’re the best
student teacher, I’ve had.”
Although, I’m not sure how
much is true, or if it’s just
sucking up, it pleases me and
gives me that boost of
confidence. Hmm, maybe I am
making a difference in their
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lives.
One of the greatest

experiences of takeover week,
from my viewpoint and some of
the children’s, was a lesson I did
related to our read aloud book,
Ninth Ward. The students in
CincoSeis stepped into an “Art
Gallery” of photos taken after
Hurricane Katrina. Students
were allowed to place postit
notes on photos, and write about
photos that really spoke to them.
It was so great to see the
children engaged with this
activity hours after this lesson
was done.
Overall, takeover week was a
success. I guess I’m cut out to be
a teacher after all.

~Kailah Simon

Room 215

In math this week we
experimented with having
different stations. Gina, Kadian,
Christine and I looked at areas
that needed review and came up
with different types and levels of
activities to meet the group’s
needs. Our stations were:
reviewing mathematical
situations, number sense
practice, examining real life
applications, and a game station.
This was my first time leading
math with this set up and
initially I was hesitant because it
seemed difficult to organize and
I was concerned that students
would get overwhelmed with all
the transitions, but I am pleased
to report that it was a big
success. Students benefited from
the physical transitions and were
able to accomplish a lot. I also
felt that adults were better

utilized and I was able to play to
each teacher’s strength. I was
also able to have a studentrun
station using the First in Math
computer application, which
allowed the groups to be smaller
and for more kids to receive
individual attention.

~Sarah DeCruz

Grades Seven & Eight

Room 213

Hi! My name is Laura Nixon.
I’m the other student teacher in
Ann Ruggiero’s classroom
(Kendal introduced herself last
week). I’m currently in the
Master of Arts in Teaching
(M.A.T.) program at Tufts
University. I also went to Tufts
University for my undergraduate
studies in mechanical
engineering, and I worked as an
engineer for a year after college
before deciding that my passions
lay in education. So far it’s been
a challenging and exciting career
switch, and I’ve been learning so
much both in my classes at Tufts
and from the awesome students
at Mission Hill. My favorite
experience of the year so far was
the Farm School trip—it was so
cool to see a cow being milked,
and I learned a lot about the
farm with and from our students!

When I’m not at Mission Hill
or at Tufts, I’m hanging out with
my fiancé at our apartment in
Medford. My favorite things to
do outside of class are read, knit,
and cook.

Thank you so much for
providing me with this learning
experience! The first half of the
year has been a pleasure and I’m

excited about the rest of the school
year.

~Laura Nixon

Room 214

Community lunch is back in action
on Fridays in Room 214. In the past,
my class has hosted regular
community lunches. Cooking and
eating together, sharing food from
our different tastes, backgrounds,
and experiences, and of course
cleaning up together are powerful
ways for us to get to know each
other in ways other than our typical
classroom roles. This week it was
my turn to cook for our class. I
prepared curried lentils, rice, black
beans, spicy tofu with coconut milk,
tortillas, and cheese. It was devoured
by students and a few adults who
happened to pass by and get invited
in. Yavi and Imani are finishing up a
letter to go home that explains our
community lunches and invites
families to choose a Friday when
they would like to provide lunch for
the class.
Here are a few things that students

had to say about community lunch:
“The food is good and we can all

come together and talk to each other
about what we are going to do on the
weekend.”  Essence

“It’s nice to take a break from the
cafeteria. It’s loud there.” 
Madeline

“I like it because it’s quiet and
you’re with your classmates.” 
Aujanae

“I like the fact we all get to be
together eating, and the food is really
good.”  Ziggy

“I like that we have a chance to
just be together.”  Selena

Our class welcomes visitors at
Friday lunch, but you have to wash
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your own plate.
~Jacob Wheeler & Chris Barnes

Acts of Kindness

Hot Topics

Courtney’s Corner

Check out Courtney’s Corner for
information on various programs
and resources for you and your
family.
Rincón de Courtney

Mira la información que esta
fuera en el “Rincón de
Courtney” para informatión
sobre varios programas y
recursos para ti y tu familia.
During the coming months many
families come together to share
meals and gifts. Courtney can
assist any family needing
support around getting food on
their table or gifts for children.
Please do not hesitate to contact
Courtney by email
courtney.bruno@bc.edu, calling
her at school 617.635.6384 or
leaving a note in her box. If you
have any questions, ask
Courtney or let your child’s
classroom teacher know.
Ayuda con Comidas de

Vacaciones

Durante los meses siguientes
muchas familias se juntan para
compartir las comidas y los
regalos y Courtney puede ayudar
a cualquier familia que necesite
apoyo con obtener alimento o
regales para los niños. Por favor,
no demore en comunicarse con
Courtney. Puede encontrar a
Courtney en la escuela o por su
correo electrónico al
courtney.bruno@bc.edu o dejar
un mensaje por teléfono en la
escuela 617.635.6384 o una nota
en su cajón. Si usted tiene
alguna pregunta busque a
Courtney o déjele saber a la
maestra de su hijo o hija.
Join the Mission Hill School
Family Forum! The Mission Hill
School Family Forum is an
initiative by school parents and
caregivers FOR school parents
and caregivers, a place to forge
connections in and across
classroom communities. Staff is
welcome, too.
To join the group:
(1) Request to join by sending
an email to MHS Family Forum
moderators Naama or Neathery
(mizzgee@yahoo.com or
neathery99@gmail.com)
Or,
(2) Visit the Mission Hill School
Family Forum site, take a look at
the homepage, and click the
"Join This Group" link to submit
a request that way:
http://tinyurl.com/MHSconnects
Please help to grow the forum as
a community asset by bringing
this invitation to the attention of
your MHS friends. It's always a
good time to be in touch!

Mission Hill School

A Boston Public Pilot School

Deborah Meier, Founder
Ayla Gavins, Principal

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617.635.6384 (office)
617.635.6419 (fax)

www.missionhillschool.org

Marvin helps Kadian mount hooks for
the Highlighters' coats and backpacks




