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Experience is All Relative

Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students and Staff,
This past weekend I had the privilege of attending a conference at Sarah Lawrence College. The

conference was a convening of curious, aspiring, novice, and experienced progressive educators of preK
to grade 12 children. There were also professors and advocates present.

On Saturday morning two teachers opened their classrooms and let conference participants explore the
spaces and ask questions. Getting together on a Saturday morning like this is a rare occurrence for most
educators. It felt like a luxury. Teachers talked, asking one another about how they deal with
organization, how they choose which materials to bring in or leave out, and how they handle conflict.
The 75yearold classrooms were really good for me to see. As one of the teachers said, in 75 years
children have not changed much, if at all.

When I tell people I’ve been at Mission Hill for 15 years or so and
that I’ve been working in schools for 23 years, I typically say that
with an air of feeling like I know what I’m doing in this work. This
weekend, I felt like such a novice in the company of educators who
have been developing expertise for 45 years or more. In their
company, I could feel the years of teaching and learning they have
done—the master artists they have become. I sensed the pure joy for
teaching and I had nothing but questions.

Following the time spent with two teachers so marvelously
dedicated to their work, I attended a panel discussion and later
moderated one with Deborah Meier and Nancy Sizer. Each of these
women living legends, celebrities in the field, noted authors and
change makers so graciously made space for me. We tried our best
as a trio to share a conversation about assessment with our audience.
It was a good exchange of questions, ideas and short stories about
assessment (authentic and performance based).

I arrived feeling experienced and left feeling at the beginning of
the work I have to do in my lifetime. I arrived expecting to sit and
listen and left knowing that the lessons I received were unexpected
and from engaging with spaces and people. I arrived with a plan of
guiding a conversation between two friends and famous educators
and I left remembering that they made space for me.

As Mission Hill grows in years, it is important for us to learn from schools (and teachers) like ours that
have been around much longer. It is equally important to see ourselves in a greater context. There are
many lessons to be learned from the times we are living in and the times before us.

~Ayla Gavins
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Menus now included with the

newsletter - See last page

April
4/1519: Spring Break
April 20  May 5: ScreenFree
weeks
4/225/3 Bike Week
grades 16
Fri. 4/26: Morning Walk & Talk
with Ayla
May
Thu. 5/1: Spring Concert, 5:45
at Roland Hayes School of Music
Thu. 5/16: Family Council Mtg.
Tue. 5/28 New England Eye
Mobile Clinic

REMINDERS
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From the Classrooms

Amos asked, “What if the building
is smaller or larger then you?” I
responded by asking the students to
make the structures as close to their
own height as possible. The
students worked by themselves to
construct buildings as tall as they
are. After they wrote in their block
journals about their experience.

Ann wrote, “I built a building as
tall as I. It was challenging. For me
it was tall. Because I did not know
what blocks to use.” Tafari wrote,
“I made a building as tall as I am.”
Tafari first built a building that was
not quite as tall as himself. I
measured him against the building.
He went over and found a long
cylinder block that made the
building exactly as tall as he is.
Adler drew a picture of his building
and himself standing next to it. He
wrote, “The building is as tall as
me.”

Children chose hollow blocks as
well as unit blocks to do this
challenge. Cyrus used a design that
he often builds from. He used the
hollow blocks to make a structure.
He wrote, “I like my building
because it has a car elevator.”

There are more challenges as
well. The next two are make a

building as tall as you are using 12

blocks, and make a building as tall

as you are in a one foot by one foot

square.
~Kathy Clunis D'Andrea

Room 107

“Hey, you’re the song lady!” “I
love that song!” “Can I be on

stage too?” “Look at my

muscles!” “Ms. Jada, remember

this? Oh oh oh oh-oh!” “Is there

gonna be a real flame?”

These are only a few quotes
from students excited about
performing our Olympic song at
last Friday’s Friday Share, just
before the Torch Run in the
gymnasium. After our dress
rehearsal on Thursday, we asked
our students how they felt seeing
the result of their week of
fearlessly entering classroom
after classroom, teaching the
words and actions they had made
up to the entire K4 community.
They said:

“I feel great! It was fun to have
everyone around sing with us.
They were having a lot of fun!”

“We sang the whole thing! It
made me feel great!

“We were singing for everyone
to learn the song.”

“It felt great singing the song
with all my friends.”

“It was great singing the song
with part of the whole school.”

“I loved it because it was really,
really loud.”

“Singing the song was great.”
“I really liked that I got to teach

a lot of classrooms and they
joined in really fast.”

“I thought singing the song was
awesome!”

“I liked that we got to teach a
lot of people. It was cool when
we said waving flag and there
was a person waving a flag.”

“I liked that we taught the kids
[in classes] but this time it
sounded better than the times that
we taught them.”

K1K2 students as teachers,
community builders and starters
of a movement…what a
thought...but not a foreign one to
Mission Hill.

3 and 4 year-olds

Room 108

For our physical science theme
we will be experimenting with
balance and motion. To get us off
on the right foot, we took our first
BIG field trip of the year. We
went to The Children’s Museum!
At the museum, the children
explored the Pathways exhibit – a
room filled with golf balls and all
kinds of ramps! The room was a
big hit with all The Rocks. As
Julia explained, “The golf balls
were fun. They went down the
loopdeloop!”

Balancing came into play as
children built with a variety of
small manipulatives– including
Keva planks just like the ones we
have at school. The motion of
bubbles – as they floated through
the air and the power of the
wheels on the bicycles as we
pedaled with hands were also
amazing. It was impossible to be
there and not be inspired. Now
we are looking forward to
exploring balance and motion
back at school! Thanks to all our
chaperones for helping to make
this trip safe and fun for all.

~Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin

& Donna Winder

Kindergarten

Room 106

The Butterflies have dived right
into our physical science unit.
This week we started a series of
challenges. The first challenge
was make a building as tall as

you are. Before we began we had
a discussion about the challenge.
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~Jada Brown

& JoAnn Hawkesworth

Room 109

Physical science is everywhere!

James uses a mirror to reflect
sunlight from the window onto
the wall across the room. Kenneth
draws a car with square wheels
and a visitor asks what it would
sound like driving down the road.
I hang a new prism in the
window, and Xavier and Joy
chase rainbows around the room.
Jahlimar blows into a plastic tube
and is delighted to discover that it
sounds like a horn. Maya and
Zora take turns talking and
listening to each other through a
tube. Luki explains gravity to his
friends as the force that makes
everything fall to the Earth. We
make a list of the things that
physical scientists study, and I am
amazed at what the
kindergarteners come up with:
wind, the Big Bang, gravity,
centrifugal force, motion. With all
the physical science around, it’s
difficult to choose what to study
first! For the next few weeks we
will be studying the force of
gravity. The children are helping
plan a marble run wall that we
will build after vacation. Their
excitement is growing, and so is
mine!

~Jenny Goldstein

Grades One & Two

Room 204

As Lexi’s take over week has
ended and we close our study of
the Ancient Greeks, we can see
April vacation in front of us.
Today we counted that we have

been in school 129 days. I cannot
believe that most of the school
year is gone. As I write, I’m
sitting and reflecting on all that
has happened in what seems like
the blink of an eye.

As the next part of our year
begins we will dive into Physical
Science. We are ready to think
about and experiment with
different states of matter! Stay
tuned for more information on the
things we’ll be cooking up in our
classroom “lab”!

We hope your vacation is full of
wonderful adventures, quiet
restful moments and purposeful
connections. Enjoy and see you in
a week!

~Jenerra Williams

Lexi Delyani

& Missy Anderson

Room 205

Beginning in January, first and
second graders were separated for
math classes. Ms. Brenda and I
have 17 students who comprise a
mixture of first graders from all
three 1/2 classes. For some,
making the transition to another
classroom to have math with
different teachers was a challenge.
Some tested the expectations and
routines of our room, however, we
are now getting in to a good
groove. We have been focusing
on how to show our work on
paper. Most of our first graders
know what to do when a story
problem that reads, “Ms. Brenda
has six blueberry muffins. Ms.
Amina has five chocolate chip
muffins. How many muffins do
they have in all?” Many of them
begin by counting out six tiles.
They then count out five more
tiles. Finally, they count all the

tiles. We are teaching them to
consistently and thoroughly show
that work on paper. That work
might look like drawing six
circles to represent Ms. Brenda’s
muffins and five more circles to
represent Ms. Amina’s muffins.
Next, is to add the equation
6+5=11. This systematic process
is important for first graders to
develop. Ms. Brenda and I will
encourage our first grade
mathematicians to continue to
show us their “brain work” on
paper in this manner.

~Amina Michel-Lord

& Brenda Lau

Room 217

Transitioning from our studies
of Ancient Greece to physical
science, the Friendly Monkeys
have jumped excitedly into
exploring machines, wheels, and
bicycles. We are looking at
circles and discovering what they
uniquely can do. We spent a
wonderfully sunny, spring
afternoon playing with hula
hoops, rolling them down the hill
to the field and running to fetch
them, racing the hula hoops down
the hill, trying to make the hula
hoops travel up the hill, and
seeing how they could roll down
uneven ground or even on stairs.
Children will use these and other
experiences to inform their ideas
about how bicycles work over the
coming weeks. It was a lovely
afternoon spent making
observations and predictions.
This experience also sums up the
beauty of the learning process the
children and adults together
experience at the Mission Hill
School – a process that I have
been fortunate to come to know
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as a student teacher here since
January. Students at Mission Hill
are constantly handed a “hula
hoop” and asked to take a
journey of discovery with us.

~Carey Goo

Grades Three & Four

Room 207

Spring is here! The weather
has finally taken a turn for the
better. Every year during April I
reflect on the school year. What
has worked? What hasn’t
worked? What will I do again
next year? How will I change for
the better next year? Was I
inclusive at all times? Did
students have fun? Did I enjoy
my work this year? The answers
to these questions always
motivate me for the upcoming
group of students. This year has
been fun, challenging, and tiring.
However, we have all grown as
people and learners. Students
have become better writers,
readers, thinkers,
communicators, and leaders this
year.

At the beginning of the school
year we did some
writing/drawing around our
individual hopes and dreams for
the year. Now that we have
completed more than 75% of the
school year, we are checking in
with our longterm goals. Many
of the Hawks have completed or
are on task to complete their
goal. Our class goal is to get
each member of our class at
grade level (reading & writing).
We will report on our progress in
June.

~Robert Baez & Shaina Butler

Room 216

This week we were delighted to
be part of the schoolwide
Olympics happening at Mission
Hill. The Golden Rulers were
known as the Pink Team for this
event and the enthusiasm was
palpable all around. We began our
preparation by firing up our team
spirit and creating banners and
bracelets to support our team. We
also accomplished the difficult
feat of learning the Olympic song
(and dance) in less than a day!
The Olympics gave us the perfect
opportunity to see ourselves as a
team. Working together with a
common goal helped rekindle
everyone’s sense of belonging to
our group. The timing couldn’t be
better, as we head into our spring
break and recharge for the last
part of our year. We will need our
team sprit as high as ever for all
the adventures that are coming
our way for our physical science
unit. This year the Golden Rulers
have learned that it takes more
than one to make great things
happen, and we are confident that
everyone will apply this principle
to make great things happen in
the weeks to come. Stay Tuned!

~Juan Cortes & Erica Switzer

Grades Five & Six

Room 210

No news this week

Room 215

The sixth grade is halfway
through their Get Real classes.
Get Real is the adolescent sexual
health class we present to students
in grades six, seven and eight.
Each factbased session examines

a developmentlaly appropriate
topic covering important
subjects for middle grade
students. In grade six, we begin
by learning about the
reproductive system and the
changes of puberty. Closely
woven into each class are five
Social and Emotional Learning
(SEL) skills: Self Awareness,
Relationship Skills, Social
Awareness, Self Management,
and Responsibile Decision
Making. Incorporating these
skills into the classes supports
students in learning how to stay
healthy and safe, but not only in
sexual situations. SEL skills help
in all kinds of situations where
good judgement and decision
making are required. For more
on SEL skills, visit
casel.org/whyitmatters/what
issel/.

~Betsy Caruso

Grades Seven & Eight

Room 213

Spring is in the air, but our
summer dismissal is still months
away. We’ll need families to
help kids stay focused on the
work that needs to be done
before we can all start a well
earned rest on June 28th. Here’s
some of what you can expect.

This week ends our intensive
focus on science fair projects,
although students will continue
working on the accompanying
science paper to present with
their projects at portfolios. When
we return from vacation, we will
resume our ancient Greece
theme study. In literacy, book
groups will begin book
completion projects, which will
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include both written and visual
responses to the different
Holocaust themed books.
Independent reading and word
study will continue. In
workshop, physical science will
present fun explorations. In
math, both classes will continue
learning new content while
reviewing for the MCAS, to be
administered the week of May
13th.
After MCAS, we move right

into the portfolio presentation
cycles. Students will present
work in all content areas to a
committee for assessment.
Families heard about the
portfolio process at the breakfast
meeting in early March and
again at conferences. I’ll include
more portfolio details in the next
newsletter.

Add in weekly electives, the
music concert, coffee house and
art show, and some warm
weather outings. That’s a lot to
do before the end of June – we’ll
be busy!

~Ann Ruggiero, Laura Nixon

& Kendal Schwarz

Room 214

Well, it’s almost here! The
2013 MHS Science and
Engineering Fair is just a few
days away. This is a very
stressful time of year for me, as I
help 7th and 8th graders to
navigate toward a complete
project. I have to stop to reflect
on the work that has been done
in order to maintain a healthy
sense of perspective. When I
look around the room at the
different project areas, I am
reminded of all the new skills

that kids have acquired and
practiced this spring.

Several students have learned
to solder quite well. Some of
them are talented enough at it
that I can trust them to train
others. Projects involving
electronics (mostly simple
robots and amplifiers) have led
many students to learn the
function of numerous electronic
components (resistors,
capacitors, motors, integrated
circuits, LEDs, solar panels, and
diodes) and used them in their
projects.

Others have also learned to
measure, mix, dissolve, and
react chemicals safely and
accurately. Planning and
conducting experiments properly
has become second nature to
students working on science
experiments. They have learned
how to isolate variables and
determine appropriate numbers
of treatments and replications
(and explain why!).

Need to learn how to wire a
circuit, drill wood, metal or
plastic, measure and cut
accurately, plan an experiment,
measure mass or volume? Come
ask someone in the Workshop.
~Jacob Wheeler & Chris Barnes

Hot Topics

You don't have to brush your

teeth - just the ones you want

to keep.

All Mission Hill Students
received a packet from Dr.
Anthony Olatunji, a dentist who
visits schools in his mobile
dental van. If your child is not
seen by Smart Smiles/BU dental

team and you need a dentist, return
the information sheet and his office
will contact you directly. He is able
to provide screenings, cleaning, and
dental work in his mobile office. If
you did not receive a packet and are
interested in obtaining one, call
Nurse Georgie.
FREE YMCAAsthma Swim

Program for Kids Ages 8-12

Saturdays 10:45am12:15pm
Starting Saturday, April 27th at the
Roxbury YMCA
This exciting program includes:
•Asthma education
•Swim lessons with a YMCA
instructor
•Improved asthma management
skills and confidence
•Lots of fun!!!
To register, please contact Jerri at
6172915700or
jpratt@ymcaboston.org
Courtney’s Corner

Check out Courtney’s Corner for
information on various programs and
resources for you and your family.
Rincón de Courtney

Mira la información que esta fuera
en el “Rincón de Courtney” para
informatión sobre varios programas
y recursos para ti y tu familia.
Bike Week

Boston Bikes is coming to our
school April 22May 3 to teach
grades 16 biking skills. All children
MUST have a signed waiver to
participate. See your classroom
teacher if you did not receive a
waiver.
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New England Eye On-Sight's mobile van will be coming to our

school on Tuesday, May 28th. They can provide the followup care
from your child's initial vision screening at school, which includes a
comprehensive eye exam and prescriptions for TWO pairs of free
eyeglasses. Additionally, if your pediatrician has recommended your
child be seen by an EYE doctor, or your child does NOT have a
regular EYE doctor or has not seen an EYE doctor in the past 12
months, New England Eye OnSight will be able to see your child
here at Mission Hill in May. Please let either Nurse Georgie, or
Courtney know and they will be sure to put you on the list to be seen
and help you with the paperwork later in April. This is a service
provided through your health insurance but if health insurance is a
problem, please see Courtney so another partner can help get your
child the care s/he needs.
OUR PROGRAM: We are a MOBILE eye exam clinic, with a
licensed Pediatric optometrist on board. Parents must fill out their
child’s health insurance information as the eye exam is applied to
health insurance. In rare instances, where there is no health
insurance for the child, we work with your school counselor,
Courtney Bruno, to see how other partner programs may be applied.
Our emphasis is to bring eye care to children who otherwise would
not have access to an eye doctor. Another eye exam is not necessary
just to replace eyeglasses, if within a year of the last eye doctor
appointment. Often, child vision insurance will cover lost and broken
eyeglasses at no charge. Repeating a routine eye exam with an eye

doctor within the period oftime set by the health insurance provider

as their standard policy may be denied by the insurer and incur cost

to the family.

CHILDREN ELIGIBLE FOR AN EYE EXAM ON THE MOBILE
EYE CLINIC:
1. Those who have never received an eye exam from an EYE doctor,
{NOT a pediatrician visit}
2. Those who do not have health insurance coverage for eye exams.
3. Those who have failed a school vision screening, and do not have a
regular EYE doctor, especially those who have never worn
eyeglasses.
4. A child who has not seen an EYE doctor in over 2 years, especially
those who repeatedly fail a vision screening.
CHILDREN WHO SHOULD NOT BE SEEN ON OUR MOBILE
CLINIC:
1. Any child who visits an eye doctor regularly within the past 12
months (Mass Health) or 24 months (private insurance). Vision issues

Mission Hill School

A Boston Public Pilot School

Deborah Meier, Founder
Ayla Gavins, Principal

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617.635.6384 (office)
617.635.6419 (fax)

www.missionhillschool.org

for these children should be
addressed by the previous eye doctor
2. Any child who has lost or broken
their eyeglasses but they have a
regular eye doctor. The child should
return to the optical center they
ordered their glasses from, or use the
prescription and health insurance
card, to order a replacement pair.
Another eye exam is NOT necessary
to obtain replacement glasses, if
within a 12 month period.
After the comprehensive eye

exam:

• GLASSESFORCLASSES
PROGRAM: Each child who
requires it, will choose & receive a
free pair of glasses, ordered on the
day of the clinic visit and delivered
or mailed back to the school. Ideally,
this pair should remain at school, for
use at school.
• A prescription for eyeglasses will
be mailed home directly to the
parent/guardian, along with the
results of the eye exam. Parents
should take the prescription to a
local optical retailer to receive 2nd

pair ofeyeglasses through their
health insurance (if so allowed by
their policy). Ideally, this pair should
remain at home, for use at home.



Mission Hill Breakfast Menus for the week of

Mission Hill Lunch Menus for the week of

Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri.

Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri.

To view school meal menus for the month, go to www.schoolmenus.com and choose your state, district and school name.

April 22, 2013

April 22, 2013

Egg & Cheese
Omelet w/Whole
Grain English
Muffin
Apple Muffin
Kix Cereal Kit
Fresh Orange
Chilled Fruit
Cocktail
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

Turkey Sausage &
Cheese Fritata
w/Whole Grain
Biscuit
Corn Muffin
Multigrain Cheerios
Cereal Kit
Fresh Grapes
Applesauce
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

Whole Grain French
Toast w/Syrup
Bagel w/Cream
Cheese or Peanut
Butter
Honey Kix Cereal
Kit
Fresh Pear
Chilled Peaches
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

Turkey Sausage &
Cheese Fritata
w/Whole Grain
Biscuit
Blueberry Muffin
Yogurt & Granola
Kit
Fresh Apple
Chilled Pineapple
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

Egg & Cheese
Omelet w/Salsa &
Whole Wheat Toast
Bagel w/Cream
Cheese or Peanut
Butter
Honey Grahams
Cereal Kit
Fresh Banana
Chilled Pears
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

ENTRÉES:
Hamburger on a
Whole Wheat
Hamburger Roll
Peanut Butter &
Jelly
SIDES:
Steamed Broccoli
Corn & Black Bean
Salad
Fresh Banana
Chilled Pears
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

ENTRÉES:
Spanish Rice
w/Diced Chicken
Mozzarella String
Cheese Stick
w/Celery, Carrot
Sticks & Whole
Grain Roll
SIDES:
Vegetarian Baked
Beans
Collard Greens
Fresh Orange
Chilled Fruit
Cocktail
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

ENTRÉES:
Beef Meatball Sub
on a Whole Wheat
Sub Roll
Chicken Tenders
SIDES:
Green Beans
Roasted Carrots
Fresh Grapes
Applesauce
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

ENTRÉES:
Roasted Chicken
w/BBQ Sauce &
Whole Grain Roll
Peanut Butter &
Jelly
SIDES:
Locally Grown
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Corn
Fresh Pear
Chilled Peaches
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk
Lactaid Milk

ENTRÉES:
Whole Grain
Hawaiian Pizza
w/Turkey Ham &
Pineapple
Colbyjack String
Cheese Stick
w/Celery, Carrot
Sticks & Whole
Grain Roll
SIDES:
Sweet Potato
Crinkles
Garden Side Salad
Fresh Apple
Chilled Pineapple
1% Plain Milk
Nonfat Plain Milk




