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Letter from Child Street
The Great Outdoors

Dear Mission Hill School Families, Friends, Staff and Students,
Longer days and warmer weather means more time outside learning, moving and getting to know the

neighborhood. On Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings starting at 8:00 children are outside on the
field running, jumping and/or throwing balls. Letta and Dani, our site leader and instructor for the BOKS
program, run the physical activities. It’s great to see children starting the day this way.

Field trips are on the rise now that it’s easier to travel by foot (no more snow and freezing temps).
Mission Hill students have recently visited all the Children’s Museum, Arboretum, Boston Nature
Center, and local library. Last week our 3rd and 4th grade students made the last Mission Hill trip to the
Farm School* for the school year.

This week a group of our girls came in smiling from swimming at Curtis Hall Community Center
down the street. Hours later a walking group of 20 students left
the building for a wellness session. The group was full of
excitement as they left the school building in a pack led by
Jenerra. The swimmers and walkers go off site every
Wednesday.

On Fridays at 2:00 (during electives) a student group takes off
on a run led by Anne. Last week the group ran one mile, a really
exciting goal accomplished for them.

Maybe you’ve heard or read stories in the newsletter about the
bike weeks earlier in the spring. It was a great way to launch our
increased time outside this spring. Boston Bikes connected with
our students quickly, teaching them new skills from all levels.
Every child on a bike felt some success. Two classrooms are
focusing on bikes for the physical science study this spring. That
study brings students outside to visit bike shops and to ride.
School wide, bike riders have increased this spring. Our
overflowing bike rack is proof.
We’ve always been a school community that values time

outdoors, but something recently dawned on me related to our
new location. For two years this school building has been
vacant. There were no school children playing on the field.
There were no groups of students visiting the local shops and the
library. The tennis and basketball courts across the street were
not full of children learning how to ride a bike, practice tennis or
play ball. By being outside we’ve filled that gap and are
beginning to revive the joyful noise of children in the

community again.
*This year students in K1 to grade 8 went to the Farm School. The Farm School allows Mission Hill

students to attend its program free of charge. The generosity of donors at the Farm School’s annual
fundraiser makes our participation possible. Please see attached information about two raffles connected
to this annual event.

MISSION HILL SCHOOL NEWS PAGE 1

May
Mon, 5/27: No School
Tue. 5/28: Mobile Vision Van,*
Friends of Mission Hill mtg. 6:00

Wed. 5/29: Teacher Appreciation Day 
See Hot Topics
June
Fri. 6/7: Exhibitions, 9:30  10:30
Thu. 6/13: All School Roller
Skating, 10:00  noon

Mon 6/17: Staff vs. Student
basketball game, 1:30  3:00

Wed. 6/19: Middle School Art Show
5:45  7:00

Fri. 6/21: Ecoteer Day,
Coffee House 6:00  8:00
Tue. 6/26: Graduation, 10:00
Wed. 6/26: Field Day
6/2728: half days
* No parking in MHS lot

REMINDERS
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From the Classrooms

students needed to hold close to
their lips and blow their breath
above. Many students predicted the
paper would not move but in time
they were amazed by the fact that
the paper lifted upward. Our second
experiment involved tubes that
students hypothesized were rafts,
ladders, columns, boats, ships or
pipes. In testing the strength of
sound and air when funneled
through a tube, our Silver Star
Patriots made the following
observations:
“Sounds and words are bouncing
around inside the tube.”
“The air gets trapped in the bottom.
It’s kind of like a drum.”
“When you put it down on the floor
the sound was lower. When you put
it up the sound was higher.”
“It sounds louder when your voice
is not trapped… when you pick up
the tube.
“When you don’t pick up the tube it
sounds softer.”
“It’s almost like a rocket.”
“I can feel the sound.”
“When you talk through the tube
it’s almost like a bouncing sound.”

As we continue to explore and
experiment with Air, our students
are naturally making connections
and broadening their ideas around
where and what air can be used for.
Epiphanies about air being in the
auditorium seats, in a bottle or in a
bubble is just the beginning.

~Jada Brown

& JoAnn Hawksworth

Room 109

The children have spent weeks
sketching designs for a pegboard
marble run. Our visit to the
children’s museum provided so

much inspiration! When we
returned to school this morning,
the children shared their new
ideas:

We should have buckets with
numbers that the balls can go
into. Kenneth

We should have the marble loop
around, like a roller coaster.
Dillon

We should make a circle [wheel]
out of spoons that the marble can
go around. Luki

3 and 4 year-olds

Room 108

On Friday afternoons this
spring, The Rocks have been part
of a schoolwide experience we
call “Electives”. All staff
members offer an elective on
something they are particularly
interested in: cooking, running,
painting, LEGOs, etc. Each child
gets a chance to choose his or her
top choices from all the Electives
offered, and is then placed in one
of those Electives. This results in
mixedaged groupings spanning
many grades – and groupings of
children who are interested in the
same thing.

The Rocks have participated in
a range of Electives, including
gardening, beading, sports, yoga
and more. At 3:00, when all The
Rocks gather back together in our
classroom, we meet on the rug
and share with each other a few
words describing what we have
done while we were apart. It has
been a wonderful growth
experience. Check in with your
child and ask him or her about
their Elective.

~Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin

Kindergarten

Room 106

No news this week

Room 107

For the past two weeks the
Silver Star Patriots have
continued experimenting with air.
Our first experiment required a
rectangular piece of paper our
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All our marble runs have been
straight. We should make a
marble run with curved lines.
Zora

I think it’s time to try out these
wonderful ideas.

~Jenny Goldstein

Grades One & Two

Room 204

On Monday, after being out
most of last week with a sick
daughter, I had some nice time to
reconnect with The Fantastic
Crew. At our morning meeting as
we chatted, we somehow got onto
the subject of how well I knew
each of them. “No you don’t!”
they cried and because it is hard
for me to refuse a challenge, I
began going around the rug, one
by one and sharing small bits of
interesting information about
each of them. For example,
Kalea’s dad is going to school
right now, Victoria’s niece is
older than she, and Hamse has
two uncles. This of course made
me think, “How much do they
know about me?” So I asked!
Were they up for the challenge?
Here are a few things they had to
say:
“You sing at church every
Sunday.”
“You live with your mom and
your kids and two cats.”

“You love giraffes.”
“Your BFF is Miss Amina.”
“You like hugs.”
“You have a dog.”
“You like recess.”

We went all the way around the
rug, just as I had done with them
and (not surprisingly) they each
told me one true thing they knew
about me. We had all completed a
wonderful challenge that in the
end drew us closer together as
people – an unintended and
welcome outcome! The lesson in
this moment? Never
underestimate the power of
relationships and the beautiful
subtlety in which they are formed.

~Jenerra Williams

Room 205

This week the Wonderful
Wonderers have been
experimenting with KEVA planks,
constructing both simple and
complex designs. Although KEVA
planks are simple, uniform planks
with merely three ways to stack
them: flat side, edge, and end,
there are limitless construction
possibilities. The children were
fascinated by the different,
beautiful wooden sculptures
created. Some children used a lot
of planks in building their
structures; some used fewer.
Some built by themselves and
some built with a friend or two.
Some made spirals and domes,
and some built towers and
bridges. Here’s a snapshot of
some of their structures:
Kelise: I made a castle. I put stairs
in front, I put the blocks on top of
each other.
Daniel: I like changing it at
different levels. First I put the flat

and crisscrossed them, and then I
did the same crisscross pattern
except they were on edges. And
now I’m starting a new pattern
and I don’t know how it’s going
to turn out.
Jovanni: It looks like an Indian
house but it’s actually a tower. I
put them all flat and the windows
are upright.

To be continued…
~Brenda Lau

&Amina Michel-Lord

Room 217

POP! Wow! That was loud!
That scared me!

In one corner of the classroom,
children continue their
exploration of bicycle parts. True
to the nature of scientific
exploration, we've made a couple
of surprising discoveries about
bike tubes: they can be inflated
way beyond the size of a bike
wheel. They get harder the more
air you pump into them. And this
latest: they can pop! And when
they do, that's a lot of force and
sound.

Our classroom "bike shop" of
miscellaneous parts is largely
supplied by the folks at Ferris
Wheels Bike Shop, right on the
corner. We visited last week. In
the main room of the shop lots of
interesting new bikes are
displayed along with helmets,
pumps, lights, a unicycle…
Behind the STOP sign, mechanics
do repairs, bikes are suspended
on stands, and all the tools are
neatly organized. We listened as a
bicycle racer got some advice and
then watched him wheel out his
bike for a long, fast ride.
Downstairs, rows and rows of
bicycles are suspended from the
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ceiling, including one in pieces,
still wrapped in cardboard and
bubble wrap, waiting to be
assembled. And even behind that
room is another, with more bikes
awaiting repairs. We inspect
several of these to see if we can
diagnose their problems: This
one needs a new chain, it's all
rusty. This one's tag says it needs
new brakes; I see where the
cable goes. The children assert
their expertise and gain more,
detail by detail, as we study
bikes.

~Melissa Tonachel

Grades Three & Four

Room 207

Physical science is our end of
the year theme at Mission Hill
and the Hawks love it! We have
been working really hard on
choosing interesting handson
projects to investigate and
explore physical science. The
Hawks have been busy learning
about force and motion through
our class amusement park
project. Students have spent the
last 2½ weeks: (1) Designing
and creating a ride, which
represents a learned concept of
physical science with resources
in our classroom. (blocks,
K’nex, Legos, and recyclable
items. (2) Learning the scientific
inquiry process with an
individual science lab notebook
for documenting. (3) Learning
how to work in a group setting
with kids who they typically
wouldn’t work with. The target
end date for this project is the
middle of next week. We are
brainstorming some ideas on

how to share the progress. Below
is an attached picture of our
progress thus far. We hope you
enjoy!

~Robert Baez

Room 216

Every day we engage in
numerous conversations, never
stopping to think about the
meaning of words we use. Words
are powerful and they can create a
positive or negative community.
Children are learning how to
express themselves and how to
share their ideas through speech.
They often adapt their language to
fit that of the cultural norms
around them and this often means
using words and phrases from the
popular media. These past couple
of weeks, The Golden Rulers
have stopped to think about the
language that we use at Mission
Hill. During our morning
meetings and throughout the day
we have stopped and talked about
how to use our language in a way
that helps us share our message,
stand our ground and at the same
time follows our philosophy of
being kind and respectful to
others and their ideas. One of the
most important realizations from
these conversations has been that
sometimes our language can be
offensive when our intention is to
be helpful and the way this can

actually hinder communication.
We will continue to examine
closely how we communicate in
the classroom in order to learn
how to create a positive and
respectful community with the
power of our words.

~Erica Switzer & Juan Cortes

Grades Five & Six

Room 210

No news this week

Room 215

Several of the grade six
Highlighters have been
considering the possibilities for
a trip in their eighth grade year.
This kind of forethought is
unusual in sixth graders, but
they have shown a lot of
awareness already about what it
will take to plan and raise funds
for a visit to another city. For
example, they know that they
will need to decide on a
destination (New York City is
the current frontrunner), figure
out transportation,
accommodations and meals, get
permission from families, and
finally, raise money! This small
committee has already spawned
a host of ideas for ways to
"monetize" existing skills and
knowledge, and ways to attract
every segment of their funding
"market".

Ask your highlighter to help
you with pans for summer
outings and other projects at
home. You may be surprised by
how much they can help make
possibilities become realities.

~Betsy Caruso
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Grades Seven & Eight

Room 213

I look forward to my elective
all week long. This year, I am
watching movies with a group of
7th and 8th grade girls. Although
there’s little time for talking, the
girls have really seemed to enjoy
the selections. I’m choosing
movies that I think they may not
have seen, perhaps a small
production company release or
an older movie. I always screen
the movies in advance since my
audience consists of 12 to 15
yearolds. If I choose not to
show a scene, I explain why it is
not appropriate for them and fill
in the story so their
understanding is not
compromised.

Sometimes, characters make
bad choices. I explain then that
what is happening is not
something that is good for them.
I make sure to check for
questions, particularly when a
film is nuanced or implies
something the kids may not all
pick up on. I love when we have
time for discussion – the girls
are so perceptive. I can see the
Habits of Mind at work as they
consider viewpoint, and make
connections and conjectures.

So far, we have watched four
films. When I asked the girls to
rate them with one being
awesome, I’m really glad I saw
it, two being okay, I enjoyed it,
and three being no, this is not a
good movie, there were three
one’s (Raising Victor Vargas,

The Breakfast Club, and The

Perks ofBeing a Wallflower)
and one two (The Wave). With

only two weeks left, I’m having
a hard time deciding what to
show next.

~Ann Ruggiero

Room 214

No news this week

Hot Topics

Para ver este boletín en
español, visite
http://www.missionhillschool.or
g/resources/boletin o
comuníquese con Joel al (617)
5487523 para una versión en
papel.
Courtney’s Corner

Check out Courtney’s Corner for
information on various programs
and resources for you and your
family.
Rincón de Courtney

Mira la información que esta
fuera en el “Rincón de
Courtney” para informatión
sobre varios programas y
recursos para ti y tu familia.
Play football with former

Patriots!

Free youth football clinic
Saturday, June 8th 8:30noon at
the Madison Park Vocational
High School football field. Boys
and girls ages 1014 of all skill
levels. This is a noncontact
clinic – no pads or helmets
needed. Registration forms are
posted in Courtney’s Corner
outside Room 114. Pre
registration required for free
lunch and gift bags.
Sociedad Latina's Summer

Seedling Program

Sociedad Latina is looking for
students in grade 57 who want to
have a great summer! The program
runs from July 1 to August 8,
Monday  Friday from 8:30am 
3:30pm. Last year kids participated
in music, capoeira, glass blowing,
and much more! Registration ends
June 1st. For more information, see
Courtney in Room 114 or contact
Vivian Santiago at 6174424299
ext. 123 or email her at
vivian@sociedadlatina.org
Get your camp physical!

Don’t forget that camps all require a
medical examination by a licensed
physician within 12 months
preceding camp. This is a state
requirement for all children
attending camp, so book your child’s
appointment now. Remember,
Georgie needs updated copies of
physicals as well, so drop a copy in
her mailbox after your appointment.
¡Obtén tu físico para
campamento!

No olvide que todos los campos
requieren un examen médico por un
médico autorizado dentro de 12
meses que preceden al campamento.
Esto es un requisito estatal para
todos los niños que asisten al campo,
así que reserve la cita de su hijo
ahora. Recuerde, Georgie necesita
copias actualizadas de exámenes
físicos, así que deje una copia en su
buzón de correo después de su cita.
Join the Mission Hill School

Family Forum! The Mission Hill
School Family Forum is an initiative
by school parents and caregivers
FOR school parents and caregivers,
a place to forge connections in and
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across classroom communities.
Staff is welcome, too.
To join the group:
(1) Request to join by sending an
email to MHS Family Forum
moderators Naama or Neathery
(mizzgee@yahoo.com or
neathery99@gmail.com)
Or,
(2) Visit the Mission Hill School
Family Forum site, take a look at
the homepage, and click the "Join
This Group" link to submit a
request that way:
http://tinyurl.com/MHSconnects
Please help to grow the forum as a
community asset by bringing this
invitation to the attention of your
MHS friends. It's always a good
time to be in touch!
The MHS Teacher Appreciation

Luncheon is being held on

Wednesday, May 29th from

12:30 to 1:30 pm.

Families are asked to provide the
following:
K0, K1, K2 and First grades -

Main Dishes
Second and Third grades  Side
Dishes
Fourth, Fifth and Eighth grade 
Desserts
Sixth and Seventh grades 
Drinks
The Teacher Luncheon will be held
from 12:30 – 1:30pm in the Gold
wing of the school. Food may be
delivered to the teachers’ room in
the Gold wing Wednesday.
We will be able to microwave food
that needs warming.
In order for the Mission Hill
School staff to enjoy lunch, we

need parent volunteers from
each classroom to help cover
recess duty and lunch duty from
12:30 to 1:30 on Wednesday.
If you can help please contact
Neathery Brenzel (Ulysses and
Athena's Mom) at
neathery99@gmail.com.
LIVE ON CAMERA! Hawks

and Herons

Have you ever wanted to watch
great big birds in high up nests
raising a family? We do it at
MHS, and you can do it too!
Visit
http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/c

hannel/16/Red-tailed_Hawks/

to see Big Red and Ezra, two
Redtails, raising their three
hawklets. Thee babies, just a
month old, are already getting
their adult feathers and learning
to eat the prey that mom and dad
bring to their nest. Mmmmmm
pigeon!
Over on
http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/c

hannel/8/Great_Blue_Herons/,

a pair of Great Blue Herons are
tending three hatchlings and
waiting for two more eggs to
hatch. Watch the babies "clack"
when a parent arrives with a
tasty fish or frog. These
webcams, hosted by Cornell
University, are great fun to
watch and the accompanying
chats, moderated by
ornithologists, are sources of
fascintating information about
the birds' habits and behaviors.

Mission Hill School

A Boston Public Pilot School

Deborah Meier, Founder
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Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
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