
New and Returning

Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students and Staff,
If you are in a position to hire an employee or if you have gone on an interview for a job, you know

how difficult the process can be. It can be filled with emotion, doubt and learning. The process, no
matter what side you sit on, can be a procedure of individual reflection, organizational review and
shifting priorities. If done well it can be grueling.

We (members of the staff, student, and parent body) recently completed the hiring process for new lead
teachers at Mission Hill School. This involved observing lessons, conducting interviews, and a meet and
greet with candidates. It required much time and deliberation to come to consensus about who would be
best for the school in this particular moment and approaching year in the life of the school.

We had three vacancies to fill spanning grades three to eight. Robert Baez, teacher of grades three and
four, is moving on. Robert taught grades three and four
for two years with us. His collaboration with Jada Brown led
to our schoolwide Olympics last year so much fun for
everyone. Robert also coached our basketball team for the past
two years. Khury PetersenSmith joined our staff temporarily
to teach our seventh and eighth graders. He must return to his
doctoral work and we cheer him on to reach that goal. We are
adding another grade three and four classroom, creating a new
vacancy there.

Drum roll please…the new grade three and four team will
consist of Josh Kraus, Juan Cortes and Alicia Silva. Josh joined
our team last year and has been a wonderful addition. Juan has
been with us for a year and a half as an intern. During a portion
of that time he coled a grade three and four classroom.
Currently a teacher at Mission Grammar School, you'll see
Juan at Mission Hill this spring providing student and
classroom support. Alicia Silva comes to us from the Conley
Elementary School. With experience growing up in a
progressive school and teaching early childhood in Boston
Public Schools, she will be great fit for our school community.

After reviewing extremely talented and commendable
candidates, we invited Reginald Toussaint to return to our
grade seven and eight team. Reginald taught at Mission Hill for
five years, left to become a teacher leader at Charlestown High
School, and is enthusiastic about his return to our school

community. Reginald and Ann Ruggiero, our current grade seven and eight teacher, have taught together
before and look forward to being colleagues again.Please extend a warm welcome and congratulations to
Juan, Alicia and Reginald as you meet them and/or see them around the school this spring.

Best,
~Ayla Gavins
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April

Fri. 4/18 - 4/26: No School

Mon. 4/28: Grades 3&4 to Farm
School

Tue. 4/29: Grades 1&2 to Farm
School

Wed. 4/30, 9:3010:30: Apprentice
Learning Celebration

May

Thu. 5/1, 5:45: Spring Music
Concert  Roland Hayes School of
Music

Fri. 5/9: Ki & K2 to Farm School

REMINDERS

Este boletín está disponible en línea en español y otros idiomas. Ir a

www.missionhillschool.org/resources/newsletters/
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From the Classrooms

Our new music teacher Billy
came to sing with us. I told him
that we love to sing along with a
guitar. He then learned how to play
so that we could sing with him. He
also learned the Garden Song.
Thank you Billy for your act of
kindness.

On Friday was our turn to share
at Friday share. I couldn’t be there
because I had a meeting. I was
worried because the children had
practiced so much and were excited
to share. I asked Jenerra if she
would sing with them and she did.
Thank you Jenerra, for your act of
kindness. We are so lucky to have
so many kind people in our lives.

~Kathy Clunis D'Andrea

Room 107

“That will be five dollars.”
Last week we began exploring

different places around the world
through the book Bread Bread
Bread by Amy Morris. During the
week we tasted many kinds of
bread: Italian bread, German
pretzels and Syrian bread. We were
also baked pumpkin bread, biscuits,
and a version of banana bread
where we substituted applesauce
for mashed bananas.

Our play dough station was
turned into a bakery. While there,
students not only got to work with
a cashregister and baking utensils,
e.g. rolling pins and measuring
cups, they also got to work on the
economic concepts of buying and
selling. It was wonderful to see
them excited to take on this role.
Even students who played in the
bohio would come by the bakery to
pretend to buy baked goods. Farrah
was usually the one working the

cash register to sell the breads to
them saying things like, “That
will be five dollars.” After the
class baked the pumpkin bread,
Geneva excitedly told me, “I am
making pumpkin cupcakes, and
pumpkin soup, and pumpkin
bread!”

Throughout the week, we
reminded students to ask their
families for bread recipes from
their own cultures. So far we
have gotten two recipes back
from Erik’s and Lila’s families. I
hope to compile these recipes and
the ones we made in class into a
recipe book for our students to
bring home. If you wish to send
in a recipe for the book this
coming week feel free to do so
and I will add it to our book!
~Catherine Perakis, Jada Brown

& Jo-Ann Hawkesworth

Room 109

Hello All!
I am sad to say that this will be

my last week at Mission Hill. I
had such a great experience
working with your children and
getting to know the teachers,
parents, students, and everyone
else who is a part of the Mission
Hill Community. I know Jenny is
eager and excited to return, and
she will have a great end of the
school year with the students in
Room 109, however I will
certainly miss being in the
classroom every day.

I wish everyone a great spring
and summer, and thank you all
for making my experience here
such a positive one!

Best,
~Liz Borson

3 and 4 year-olds

Room 108

We would like to introduce our
new student, Agboola. Agboola is
four years old and he loves to
build with blocks and ride the
trikes. Having a new student at
this time in the school year is a
great way for our students to
actually teach the social skills
they have been learning all year:
especially using kind words and
helping hands. It is also a chance
for the children to practice
empathy and think about how it
feels to be a new member of the
class – and how to make someone
feel welcome. As our song goes,
“Welcome, Agboola! It’s nice to
have you here.”
~Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin

& Donna Winder

Kindergarten

Room 106

The Peregrine Falcons have
been singing up a storm. Andrew
from the Boston Nature Center
taught us the Garden Song. We
sing it every time he comes to
visit. In fact the last time he
came, Joel lent him his guitar.
That was an act of kindness. Joel
found out we were singing the
Garden Song and he learned to
play it too. That was an act of
kindness. The children love to
sing with Joel.

Joel has had to make shifts in
his schedule that did not allow us
to see him as much. He created
time for a K Quad sing along.
You guessed it. That was another
act of kindness.

Get your camp physical now!
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Grades One & Two

Room 204

Coming next week

Room 205

I spent the last week ‘taking
over’Ashleigh’s classroom
during my leadership week, and I
had a blast! It was definitely a lot
of hard work, but I learned so
much from my students. I’ve
known since I was a kid myself
that I wanted to be an elementary
school teacher, but I never could
have guessed just how much
planning and hard work goes into
being a lead teacher. At a school
like Mission Hill, everything is
done with so much intention to
allow the students to really create
their own learning experience,
and I really enjoyed being a part
of that process. We spent the last
week learning together about
people coming to America. I am
so proud of what our class
accomplished with our origami
boats, and I am excited to see the
direction they take as they learn
more about the people of
America. I am so grateful to both
Ashleigh and my students for
being a part of this experience
with me. I’ll never forget just
what an amazing learning
experience this week was.

~Emily Jestus

Room 217

“Our bulletin board is
changing,” the class recently
shared before read aloud. Now
the map of Centre and South
Street is filed with pictures and

drawings of J.P. Licks, Citizens
Bank, the Fire Station, J.P.
Comics and Games, and Curtis
Hall. We are beginning to think
about answers to the questions:
why do people move and how do
people move. These questions
will guide us as we choose people
to interview who live near our
school community. We are
noticing that people can move to
new places many different ways,
including by boat, by foot, by car,
and by plane. This information
we’re gathering from our read
alouds about migration will also
help us as we design questions to
interview our neighbors. If you
would like to read a book about
migration and movement to our
class or share a family story about
migration, please let me know –
we’d love to add your voice to our
learnings!

~Emma Fialka-Feldman

Grades Three & Four

Room 207

Boston Strong is a wonderful
phrase with so much meaning for
the people of New England. Last
year a horrible event occurred at
the Boston Marathon that has
become a long lasting memory for
most of us. In the midst of a
tragedy it was beautiful to see
how people from all countries and
backgrounds came together to
provide love, comfort, and
assistance, both physical and
financial. This past year, many
who were injured or lost someone
have gone through this journey of
recovery. The resilience that the
victims have showcased
throughout their journey, is a
lesson for all of us to never give

up when things get hard. This
year many of us (students, family
members, teachers, etc.) have
gone through our own journeys to
recovery. When events like last
year’s bombings occur they are
not wanted or welcomed.
However, it does provide us with
an opportunity to test our will
power and determination to make
things better. I hope you all enjoy
this wonderful event next
Monday and please be safe
throughout the vacation.
Remember, we all can do
anything as long as we are
determined.

~Robert Baez

Room 216

This week's morning warmup
question focused on "what forms
a tornado?" In the pictures,
students are expressing their
understanding of tornadoes
through their drawings and short
written responses.

Get your camp physical now!
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Grades Five & Six

Room 210

Coming next week

Room 215

Coming next week

Grades Seven & Eight

Room 213

Classroom communities can
be strange entities. In Room 213,
we are working (still!) on how to
listen respectfully when it is
another’s time to talk. In our
adult staff meetings, we have
understandings about the
importance of listening to others,
being aware of “airtime” so no

Get your camp physical now!

one person dominates the
conversation, and asking
questions if there is something
we don’t understand. Where did
we learn these behaviors? The
adults around us probably
modeled them as we were
growing up and named them as
common courtesies.

So what to make of the student
who says, “I can control my
talking but I don’t want to.”?
What to make of the student
who expects everyone to be
quiet when she speaks, but often
chooses not to listen respectfully
when it is a classmate’s turn?
What to make of a student who
pretends not to care about what
others have to say?

As we work on these things, I
ask the kids to notice. There is
more that is good among and
within us than the disrespectful
behaviors we are working to
control. And I know they know
this. It is why the room is silent
when a student shares a very
personal poem. It is why one
student says to another, “Just
chill, man. Let it go.” It is why
one student patiently says,
“Here, I can show you.”

And so our classroom
community continues to grow.
Springtime – the perfect season
for growth.

~Ann Ruggiero

Room 214

Coming next week

Hot Topics

Courtney’s Corner
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Mission Hill School

A Boston Public Pilot School

Deborah Meier, Founder
Ayla Gavins, Principal

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617.635.6384 (office)
617.635.6419 (fax)

www.missionhillschool.org

Get your camp physical now!

Check out Courtney’s Corner for
information on various programs
and resources for you and your
family.
Rincón de Courtney

Mira la información que esta
fuera en el “Rincón de
Courtney” para informatión
sobre varios programas y
recursos para ti y tu familia.

One touch of Nature makes

the whole world

kin—Shakespeare

Save the date! There will be an
MHS Family Yard Work Day on
Saturday, May 17, from 10:00.
Details and fliers will be coming
after vacation.
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