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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders
•	 Tuesday, December 23, 2014 

Regularly scheduled school day
•	 December 24, 2014-January 4, 2015 

Winter Break: NO SCHOOL
•	 Monday, January 5, 201 

All students return to school

December 19, 2014           Volume 18, Issue 13

Touched by a Visitor

Dear Families, Students, Staff, and Friends, 

This is the season of prospective family and student visits. One interesting thing about meeting children and 
families that come in to visit at open houses is that I never know whether our meeting is the beginning of a 
relationship that will last for years or if I will never see the family again. Every once in a while I meet a child 
or family that hope to see again whether they choose Mission Hill School or not. This happened a couple of 
Saturdays ago at an open house.

Dani introduced me to two parents and the American 
Sign Language (ASL) interpreter who accompanied them. 
We talked about many things in addition to the school, 
and found common interest in exploration of ideas. Two 
thoughts stuck with me since meeting them. As these parents 
visited schools they learned that many schools connected 
ASL with disability instead of a language that is part of a 
culture. I’ve always thought of ASL as a language, but I didn’t 
know much if anything about the culture. The parents pushed me to think about what our school would like with 
this influence. How do our students currently use their home language at school? What parts of their culture 
come to school? And what parts stay at home? What would it look like for our school to adopt ASL as a second 
language? How would our school respond their son’s language and culture? This family left an impression on me.

Wendy Lement, head of Wheelock Family Theatre, came to spend a morning at Mission Hill a week after that 
open house. She described some of the upcoming plays and we talked about ways we could work together. In 
her description of plays she told me about The Taste of Sunrise. This play is performed in ASL and English. The 
theatre worked with the Jackson-Mann School, a BPS school for the deaf, to cast the play. Wendy talked about 
the greatness of such collaboration. I told her the story of the parents I met and my lingering thoughts about 
the importance of language, culture and the intersection both in learning communities. This is of particular 
importance in a diverse school such as ours that aims to foster voice and participation in decision making.

The students we serve will be adults before too long. I realize this is on my mind as I think about my ongoing 
desire for our students to learn or experience a language that helps them understand people better. Ideally all 
students would know another language along with some understanding of the culture that comes along with it. 
This is another layer to building empathy within our growing children.

MHS spelled out in American Sign Language.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
“Let’s play soccer where it is flat,” 
Julian suggested. “None of us can run 
fast enough to get the ball over here.” 
The students had been playing on 
the paved traffic circle, which slopes 
down toward the Margarita Muñiz 
parking lot. The ball kept rolling 
away, under the fence, and into the 
parking lot.
Physical science experiences have 
been happening outside just as 
much as inside! As we play outside, 
children have made connections to 
our study of motion as they push the 
pedals on the trikes, pull a load in 
the wheelbarrow, or roll a hula hoop. 
“Look,” said Joziana the other day, 
“It’s moving from the wind!” She was 
pointing to a scarf that was hanging 
on the fence. Then others chimed in 
as they noticed the flag and the leaves 
moving slowly or quickly, depending 
on the wind.
Some students figured out a way to 
use the big Outlast blocks to build a 
wall that could keep the balls from 
rolling under the fence! Brilliant! 
It has been a big engineering feat 
to build that wall on multiple days 
(since we can’t leave it out overnight). 
The blocks are heavy, but Dixon 
helps. “I’ll carry a load (in the wheel-
barrow)!” he offers.
-Geralyn McLaughlin

Room 106
It’s hard to believe we are already 
in the last full school week of 
December! The Sparkling Birds 
have been making paper chains to 
count how many days we have been 
in school, and Tuesday the 23rd 
will be our 75th day! The time has 
truly flown by. This week, room 106 
is wrapping up our science unit on 

snow and ice, as well as our literacy 
unit on the different versions of the 
Gingerbread Man. This week, we 
discussed the differences between 
liquids and solids. After our 
discussion, we made a very unique 
mixture with only cornstarch and 
water. The students thought about 
if it was a liquid or a solid. It is one 
of the few substances that has the 
qualities of both!
So far, our classroom has read The 
Gingerbread Boy, The Gingerbread 
Girl, The Gingerbread Girl 
Goes Animal Crackers, and The 
Gingerbread Cowboy! To finish our 
Gingerbread unit, the children will 
have a surprise waiting for them 
this Monday morning. Ask them all 
about it (but make sure to wait so we 
don’t spoil the surprise)! Have a great 
vacation!
-Liz & Stephanie

Room 107
Rest time is often my favorite portion 

of the day. Our imaginations are all 
open as we travel together to new 
lands and meet new and interesting 
characters that at times connect 
to who we are (and what we are 
studying). From September we have 
learned about Scientific matters (like 
the sun’s power) with The Friz in 
The Magic School Bus series, solved 
some mysteries with Ziggy from 
the Clubhouse Mysteries and have 
recently started another series called 
My Weird School Days.
As we read the third book from 
this series, we met an interesting 
teacher, who on the first day of 
school brought students to his room 
and told them that by using “pedal 
power” they would be learning, 
exercising and conserving energy at 
the same time. Immediately, students 
started making connections to the 
equipment in our classroom and 
discussions we had around collecting 
the power we use and turning it into 
electricity.  “Remember you said that 
some people do that?”, said a wide-
eyed Wren when I asked if this idea 
was really possible. But how do we 
know for sure?
-Jada Brown & Jo-Ann Hawkesworth

Room 109
The children have been busy 
working on our culminating project 
for the Light Theme- a miniature 
representation of where they 
found light, shadows, reflections, 
and rainbows outdoors and in the 
neighborhood. They are calling it 
their “Small World”. Each child made 
a pose that they thought would make 
a cool shadow, and then carefully 
painted their shadow with a thin 
paintbrush. Beatrice, Will, and 
William made cars, where they could 
see their reflections in the paint. 

Joziana helps build a wall to keep balls from 
rolling under the fence.



mhs news: 12/19/14  page 3

Avian built a garage and painted it 
blue. Théo, Malachi, Theodore and 
Emeric made houses, complete with 
transparent windows. Kaia made a 
sprinkler rainbow maker! Simona 
made park benches for the shadow 
kids to sit on and a street lamp to 
provide light during the small world 
night. Evan and Khi made trees 
that would supply shade. Ella and 
Moxie cut out mylar puddles. We 
are beginning to put these pieces 
together to form out small world. 
Stop by room 109 to check it out!
-Jenny Goldstein

Grades 1 & 2

Room 204
This past weekend, I flew to 
Washington, DC with my son, 
Amina and her children. We were 
participants in the Justice 4 All 
March Against Police Brutality. 
Thousands of other people from the 
DC area and across the country had 
come, like us, to stand in solidarity 
with families who have lost loved 
ones due to police brutality – most 
of those loved ones being men 
and boys of color. As we marched 
alongside others, I read the many 
signs that were being held high 
with conviction. One read, “My first 
graders deserve a better world.” As 
I read the sign, I could not help but 
think of my own first graders. I too 
was marching for them. Marching, 
not only with hope, but with purpose 
and determination – determined to 
speak up, determined to teach others, 
determined to see change.
My mind quickly moved from the 
action I was taking in DC, to actions 
I could take at home. Trayvon 
Martin’s mother, Sabrina Martin, 
challenged all of us to take action 
after the march. She challenged us to 

join a network, to write a politician, 
to educate others – to DO some-
thing. This is the beginning of my 
doing and my next steps will be 
thoughts on how to get the MHS 
community talking, sharing, and 
learning from each other on this 
issue.
-Jenerra Williams

Room 205
After several months of research and 
hard work the students have finally 
finished their nonfiction books. They 
learned about adding interesting 
beginnings (e.g. starting with a 
question, interesting fact or a sound), 
using interesting WOW! words like 
“gulp” and “itty-bitty” and including 
a table of contents and glossary. After 
editing their writing and illustrating 
their books, the children were eager 
to learn about the binding machine 

Classroom news

in our room. As students pulled hard 
down on the lever, sealing the pages 
of their book together there was 
sense of pride and accomplishment. 
I think their favorite part was seeing 
their picture and an “About the 
Author” piece on the back of their 
book. We decided to share our work 
with some kindergarten students. We 
partnered with Jenny’s class and each 
child read their nonfiction book to 
one of her students. 
-Ashleigh & Kate

Room 217
When I was in elementary school, I 
remember receiving a large envelope 
a few times each school year. 
Enclosed was a mustard-colored 
carbon copy of my report card. 
Standards crossed the top and 
subject areas lined the side. My 
teachers circled numbers to show 

Bookmaking in Ashleigh’s class. Lenardo uses the binding machine (L). Amos and Braxton read 
together (R) 
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how I was learning. Next to each 
subject area was a small comment 
section. There was room for a phrase 
such as: “Great effort! Works Hard!” 
I liked knowing how I was doing 
in school and I thought report card 
time was a “special time.” However, 
since becoming a teacher I have 
begun to realize that families deserve 
to know about how their child is 
truly doing at school (not just in a 
few words or numbers) and teachers 
have lots to say about their students’ 
growth. I feel grateful for the com-
mitment Mission Hill makes to 
ensuring that families have a picture 
of their student at school. While 
there are sections for teachers to 
include “numbers,” the comment 
box doesn’t ask for 2-3 words. Our 
comment boxes include the teacher’s 
observation, the student’s voice, and 
a chance for families to read about 
next steps in their student’s learning. 
-Emma Fialka-Feldman

Grades 3 & 4

Room 207
Last week, the MHS community was 
finally able to view the completed 
documentary Good Morning, Mission 
Hill. It was exciting to watch with my 
family- my daughter, son and mom 
as well as with other friends and past 
and present colleagues, students and 
their families.
On Wednesday evening, the 
audience was treated to a panel 
discussion which included Debbie 
Meier, founding principal of MHS, 
Ayla, our current principal, Amy Val-
ens, one of the filmmakers, Carmen 
Torres, MHS member and grand-
mother of 8th grader Elianna, and 
Linda Nathan, a professor at Boston 
University, former headmaster of 
Boston Arts Academy and a long 

time supporter and friend of MHS.
 It was exhilarating to hear this panel 
talk all things Mission Hill-past, 
present and future! I am always 
fascinated to hear Debbie talk about 
her experiences. She freely shares her 
insights with so much passion and 
conviction that one can’t help to be 
captivated. Even when things were 
difficult and unpopular, she endured 
bureaucracy and naysayers in order 
to create quality education for inner 
city children. Thank you, Debbie for 
inspiring me as an educator!
-Amina Michel-Lord

Room 212
I wanted to share some exciting 
news! Our classroom will be 
receiving additional support and 
we would like to welcome Sarah 
Schrader who has already worked 
with a few of our students this year. 
She will be with us for the rest of the 
school year. We will also have a new 
intern, Noah, who will be with us for 
one and half days a week starting in 
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January. Finally, Heron – who has 
been with us twice a week – will be 
with us every day starting in January 
as well. This means we will have - at 
times - as many as five adults within 
the classroom! Feel free to introduce 
yourself to any of the new adults in 
our classroom.
-Josh, Brendan, Heron, and Sarah

Room 216
There’s a buzzing and energy in the 
building…winter break is near. It 
feels like the students have already 
started their break in room 216! 
We’re reminding everyone that we 
still have a lot to accomplish before 
next week and trying to stay on task; 
believe you me, its hard for everyone.
Part of the excitement is the 
upcoming departure of our beloved 
student teacher Rachel Ayres. Rachel 
has been a committed asset to the 
school and of course our third/fourth 
graders; all of whom love, trust and 
depend on her. This is the wonderful 
thing about our committed young 

The Boston University School of Education panel for the premiere of Good Morning Mission 
Hill: L to R (top) Ayla Gavins, Amy Valens, Linda Nathan, (bottom) Deborah Meier and 
Carmen Torres. 
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student teachers – they leave a lasting 
impression and unfortunately they 
do leave. We wish Rachel the best 
in her post college life (as MHS was 
her last “to do” before graduation) 
and hope that she will come and visit 
soon and often! Thank you Rachel, 
we love you!
-Alicia & Shaina

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Enjoy these few photos of students 
working on their Rube Goldberg 
contraptions. As if the tasks weren’t 
hard enough, they had an added 
challenge of working together in 
groups to create them.
Nakia, June & Elsa

Room 215
The 5th and 6th graders in room 215 
proudly harvested the lettuce from 
their indoor garden this past Friday, 
celebrating the end of their indoor 
garden project lead by Andrew 
MacBlane from the Boston Nature 
Center.

The day began with Mr. MacBlane’s 
last lesson taught on pollution and 
the impact the pollutants have in an 
Ecosystem/Environment. To simulate 
what happens in a real world 
when pollutants are dumped in an 
ecosystem, each group of students 
added one of the following pollutants 
into their eco-columns (soap, vine-
gar, salt, and miracle grow) and made 
prediction of what would happen to 
the water in their eco-columns.  
Finally, every student proudly 
harvested the lettuce they planted, 
watered and watched it grow over the 
three months period, and they made 
a huge and delicious bowl of salad 
that they shared with Andrew as a 
way of celebrating and thanking him 
for all of his hard work, during their 
first-term study of ecosystems.
-Angela, Abdi & Carlos  

Grades 7&8

Room 213
A significant annual event happened 
at MHS  last Friday. All students, 
from kindergarten through 8th 
grade, voted for students to repre-
sent them on our Governing Board. 
Four 7th graders wrote and deliv-
ered statements at Friday Share. 
Classes returned to their rooms to 
vote. Pictures of the candidates were 
distributed with the ballots so even 
our non-readers had a voice in the 
process. 
A current board member spoke first. 
“Good Morning. My name is Alexa 
Lopez Ledesma. The Mission Hill 
School Governing Board is com-
prised of representatives from four 
groups: staff, students, family, and 
external community members. Each 
year, we elect three 7th grade stu-
dents to a two-year term. Right now, 
I’m in my 2nd year term because 
I’m in the 8th grade….Now, our 7th 
grade candidates will read a speech 
to you to persuade you to vote for 
them…” 
Evelyn:  “…I am interested in being a 
delegate to the governing board. I’m 
here because I believe the students 
should have a voice in choices that 
are often made for us. I think our 
perspective as students is important 
and should be shared. You should 
vote for me because I have been go-
ing to this school since kindergarten 
and I know how the school works. 
I’m well spoken, and have good 
relationships with teachers. I grew up 
seeing many different perspectives. I 
believe this will help me present our 
ideas….” 
David:  “… I’m doing this because I 
want to help change the school for 
the better so that people can have a 
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Students in Nakia’s class work on contraptions based on the drawings of Rube Goldberg.
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wonderful time at Mission Hill and 
also learn very well.” 
Please welcome 7th graders Evelyn, 
David, Asmani, and Aniya, who join 
8th graders Alexa Lopez, Elianna 
Pena, and Aujanae Veazy, on the 
MHS Governing Board. 
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely

Room 214
Aniya is by the sink creating a mod-
els of earth and Jupiter in order to 
show the sizeable difference in the 
mass of the two planets. Alpha is in 
the meeting area, headphones on, lis-
tening to a segment of NPR’s Radio-
lab on time travel. Melissa is coloring 
one of the planets in her moveable 
representation of the planets in our 
solar system. 
There is a buzz in the room, the right 
kind of buzz, the sound of purpose-
ful movement and focused conversa-
tions. The students are working their 
final projects of the theme study. We 
studied the solar system and students 
had a chance to conduct independent 
research on a topic of their choice. 

They chose a wide variety of topics to 
research, ranging from time travel to 
how  the earth was created. They’ve 
chosen equally diverse ways to dis-
play what they’ve learned. Some are 
creating three dimensional models, 
a few are creating drawings, while 
others are creating Powerpoints and 
essays.  I’m excited to see the final 
products.    
-Reginald Toussaint, Carol East-José
& Manny St. Vil

Schoolwide News

MHS Coffee House
The annual MHS Show Me What 
You’re Working With Coffee House 
has been postponed. Think about 
what you would like to share with 
the community and look in the 
newsletter for a new date after the 
winter vacation. We’re looking 
forward to seeing all your amazing 
talent!
-Jenerra & Letta

Ping Pong, Anyone?
Students are working hard and 
having fun in Wellness. Activities 
include Phys Ed, Gymcraftics, Dance, 
Jumprope, Green Dragons, Tennis, 

Walking, and Trikes. In the spring we 
will welcome Boston Bikes and CY-
CLE Kids. 5th and 6th graders have 
been talking about including Ping 
Pong as a wellness choice and have 
a project up on DonorsChoose.org to 
purchase ping pong tables. Check us 
out at http://www.donorschoose.org/
we-teach/2638507. Donations will be 
matched dollar for dollar by Disney 
until December 22, promo code 
DISNEY. The project is open until 
April, 2015.
-Laura Golitko

Apprentice Learning
Growth. If I had to describe the last 
four months with our Apprentic-
es, that’s all I would say. The young 
people that started our first AL 
class in September, are not the same 
people who finished their last week 
of work  Thursday. They are mature, 
responsible, and confident in them-
selves. They have begun to set goals 
beyond the next school year. They 
are thinking critically about careers, 
looking into future programs, and 
positioning themselves for long-term 
success.  We are extremely proud of 
our Fall 2014 class of Apprentices. 

Our new seventh grade Governance Board 
Representatives: (top to bottom, L-R) Evelyn 
Reyes, David Thomas, Asmani Huda, and 
Aniya Rodriguez. 

Laura Golitko teaches first and second grade Wellness.


