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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Evacuation Day: This is a School Day
•	 Friday, March 20, 2015 

Movie Night at MHS: 6-8:00 pm
•	 Saturday, March 21, 2015  

Springfest Family Fun Day: 10 am-3:00 pm
•	 Thursday, April 2, 2015 

Ancient Nubia Potluck: 9:15-10:15 am
 

March 13, 2015           Volume 18, Issue 21

It’s Hiring Season

Dear Families, Students, Staff, and Friends, 
This fall our staff grew with the addition of four co-teachers assigned to us through the Human Resources 
department. Polly, Carol, Thuy, and Angela have been working in classrooms and are part of our school 
community. However, their positions at Mission Hill were not meant to last beyond this school year. They will 
each move on as teachers in their own classrooms or another suitable position.

Last week at the Governance Board meeting, the names of some staff members who are leaving were announced. 
The news of Jenny, Alicia, Josh and Joni was shared. Brendan is also moving on. The positions that Kristina 
(gr.3&4) and Whitney (Learning Coach) are currently in must be posted openings for BPS Human Resource 
Department reasons. Kristin and Whitney are welcome to apply to the positions if they’d like. You may also hear 
about a music position opening. Billy is filling that one.

Parting is never easy. The decision to leave a community is different for everyone, but there are similarities in 
everyone’s journey to the decision of leaving MHS. Mission Hill aims to accomplish many things—all of them 
challenging. The challenge feels rewarding to those who stay on board. As a staff we may all agree on the school’s 
mission, but we don’t always all agree on how to it make it happen. We question each other, we argue, we realize 
surprising things about ourselves or others and sometimes we part ways. This way of working is not for everyone. 
Even when it is right for a person, it may not be the right time in a person’s life for the commitment needed to 
continually work things out with students, families and colleagues. Staff members at Mission Hill are educators 
of children, educators of adults, school leaders and educational spokespeople. This full challenge is rewarding to 
some and less desirable to others.

At our Governance Board meeting a list of interview questions for potential teachers was generated to help us 
invite the best possible candidates to join our staff. I think they are great questions. It wouldn’t be fair to post 
them so I hope you’ll attend an interview to hear them first hand. I’ll close with a part of my favorite poem about 
working with people.

To be of use
“...I want to be with people who submerge
in the task, who go into the fields to harvest 
and work in a row and pass the bags along,
who stand in the line and haul in their places,
who are not parlor generals and field deserters
but move in a common rhythm
when the food must come in or the fire be put out...”
-Marge Piercy

MHS staff in the Farm School fields during a staff retreat.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
One of my favorite ways to connect 
our young students to the school 
wide theme is to visit the Museum of 
Fine Arts. Admittedly, this was much 
easier when our school was located 
on Alleghany Street and we could 
easily walk to the MFA. However, 
the 39 bus is a pretty great option - 
and for the students in Room 108 
the bus ride is just as exciting as the 
museum itself! We worked close-
ly with the museum’s accessibility 
staff to create a tour specifically for 
our students. We began by viewing 
a huge icicle sculpture, then some 
antique toys that connected to our 
physical science study of MOTION 
(planes, trains and automobiles). Last 
we saw artifacts from the ancient 
civilizations of the Nile. The museum 
staff had replicas that the children 
could touch and explore up close. 
Half the class visited the MFA on 
March 5th and the other half on 
March 12th. Many thanks to our 
chaperones who helped make this 
experience possible!
-Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin

Room 106
Happy spring! It feels good to be 
back outside in the fresh air. Please 
make sure to continue sending 
your children with snow gear. Even 
though the weather is warmer, it 
seems it will be a while before all the 
snow melts.
The Sparkling Birds are fully 
immersed in our ancient Egypt 
and Nubia unit. Students have 
been inquiring about the kinds of 
clothing ancient Egyptians wore. We 
decorated gold Egyptian collars for 
students to wear in our dramatic play 
area. We discussed the differences 

between clothing we wear today and 
clothing that was worn in Ancient 
Africa.
Students are also continuing to 
explore pyramids, mummies, and 
tombs. Time has been spent building 
with marshmallows and toothpicks. 
After some time experimenting with 
building using these materials, we 
tested the structures to see which 
were the strongest. Are they the 
square-based or triangle-based 
structures? Why do you think the 
pyramids are shaped like they are?
-Liz & Stephanie

Room 107
“What are these Nubian people 
wearing? Where are their clothes?”
“What the ancient Nubians wore is 
different from what we wear. Where 
they lived was very hot.”
“Well, if we go there, I am going to 
bring two bottles of water and a pool!” 
After creating our desert scenery 
along with the beginnings of our 
pyramid, students have been full of 
questions as they look through books 
and discover new things. Something 
we learned this week is that dates 
were sweet treats for the Nubians. 
One source said they were turned 
into drinks that at times were offered 
to the pharaohs. In efforts to create 
our own date palm tree, we ob-
served a picture and discussed how 
we should go about making it.  Ava 
suggested, “We can use green and put 

it into strips then staple it and put it 
on ...” As we cut the green paper into 
strips, Nyla and Madison grumbled,  
“I can’t do this!” Encouraging them, 
Keith replied, “Don’t give up. Just 
keep on trying until you get it.” In 
time, squeals of delight came from 
the table as they each proclaimed 
“Hey! I’m getting it!”
-Jada Brown & Jo-Ann Hawkesworth

Room 109
“We’re going to wrap our mummy!”  
“We need toilet paper!”  
The kindergarteners were beyond 
excited to begin wrapping their 
sock doll. Before we could begin, 
we needed to think about the best 
material for wrapping. 
Meira asked, “Why did Ancient 
people wrap mummies?”
“To Protect them!”  “To keep them 
together!” 
The children then conducted an 
experiment to find out if toilet paper 
would in fact be the best material to 
wrap mummies.  It didn’t take long 
to figure out that fabric was much 
stronger. And so just like the ancient 
People of the Nile, we chose to wrap 
our mummy in fabric. The children 
worked together in small groups and 
documented the process.  
-Jenny Goldstein

Room 108’s visit to the MFA.
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Grades 1 & 2

Room 204
We had a wonderful time last week 
at the Museum of Fine arts. Our 
trip was a great success! We learned 
lots of new things and made many 
connections to our theme work. Here 
are some things students noticed:
Michelle: That one [hieroglyph] 
means “M”.
Hiram: Wow! Look it!

L.G.: It’s the eye Jeanne was talking 
about.
Juel: It’s the oar [to a boat].
Adler: These are in great condition.
Zyel: That’s King Tut because he has 
a beard.
Liam: There is a crack in it from age.
Shirley: It’s a very special ring for a 
queen.
Jaiden: We did this in art.
Maya M.: Its powerful and beautiful
We are looking forward to our 
next trip to the National Center for 
Afro-American Artists to see King 
Asphelta’s Tomb!
-Jenerra WIlliams

Room 205
How do we learn about the past? 
That is a question that has helped 
guide our work as we study the 
Kingdoms of the Nile. One way we 
learn about the past is by observing 
artifacts from long ago. Our class 
has taken numerous field trips to 
museums and observed Nubian 
jewelry, Egyptian and Nubian statues, 
ancient mummy cases, and a replica 
of King Aspelta’s burial chamber. 
We have also had the opportunity 
to learn from a Nubian expert. 
Barbara Brown, who works for the 
African Studies program at Boston 
University, visited our class and led 
us through a visualization traveling 
in a boat up the Nile through Ancient 
Nubia and Ancient Egypt. The 
students were able to imagine what 
you would have seen at that time 
and started to think about what life 
was like back then, while comparing 
Egypt to Nubia. Of all our research, 
I think the most exciting part was 
when we got to Skype with two 
Nubian women who live in Africa 
today! A small group of students 
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brainstormed questions they would 
like to ask and then we got to speak 
with them through the computer! We 
learned about what they like to do 
for fun, what they wear, what Nubian 
traditions still exist today, and that 
the word Nubia means gold. As we 
said goodbye and started to walk 
back to our classroom, the children 
commented, “That was awesome!” 
“Wasn’t that so cool?” We are starting 
to synthesize all that we have learned 
by transforming our classroom into 
a Nubian museum. Be sure to stop 
by our classroom at the beginning of 
April to learn something new!
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 217
Project Time is unique time of day 
at Mission Hill. During this time, 
students explore the thematic study, 
engage in preferred choices, and 
work on on-going projects. Right 
now students are working on knitting 
projects, a comprehensive dramatic 

Mummifying a sock doll in room 109

Project time in room 217.
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play sequence involving a food 
picnic with some children dressed 
up as frogs and others wearing 
scarves, the longest comic strip (to 
be determined!), and the making of 
capes to be glued onto block people 
for their Kapla buildings. Children 
are often inspired by the theme and 
these inspirations pop up in their 
work. Some children are building 
pyramid Legos, dressing up as King 
Tut, and re-enacting stories from 
long ago. So, when your child says 
they really enjoyed project time in 
school, ask them who/what inspired 
them in their work. You may be 
surprised by how many connections 
they are making to their learning at 
school.
-Emma Fialka-Feldman

Grades 3 & 4

Room 207
Recently, I proposed the following 
to the Spectacular 16: If they 
could sustain 30 whole minutes of 
uninterrupted silent reading during 
our DEAR (Drop Everything And 
Read) time, we would have choice-
time for the last hour of the day. 
Some background information- 
Long periods of sustained working 
time has been a challenge for the 
Spectacular 16. In our class, as is true 
throughout MHS, we encourage and 
do a lot of cooperative work. While 
cooperative and short bursts of indi-
vidual work are successful, working 
alone for a sustained 30 minutes is 
something they are still trying to 
master.     
After 30 hardworking minutes 
during DEAR, we reflected on the 
time. They shared comments: “I 
thought it was going to be hard to 
do it (read) all that time but it wasn’t 
hard.” and “I am proud of myself for 

sticking with it.” 
Kristina and I will continue to 
provide times for our class to build 
their individual work stamina, which 
will not only be necessary during 
the upcoming PARCC assessment, 
but in many other areas of their 
work at MHS and beyond. Families 
can help with this by emphasizing 
the importance of sustained, 
independent reading at home.
-Amina Michel-Lord & Kristina Voss

Room 212
Why do we infer? To infer would 
mean to guess, but the guess is an 
educated one. Not only an educated 
one; a guess based on evidence. The 
more evidence we have, the better 
the inference. Yet, we do this every 
day of our lives and may not even 
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know it! The student who grabs water 
is probably thirsty. A puffy winter 
coat being worn outside means it 
is probably cold. Inferences can be 
mysterious, hence the reason lots of 
evidence is needed to really come to 
a conclusion. As readers, we work 
on this every day and think about 
our used strategies. We use pictures, 
clue words and our schema to make 
inferences. As we continue to read, 
we may find more evidence and 
note that along the way to build our 
reasons for coming to a conclusion. 
Reading is much like detective work, 
so keep digging for evidence! 
-Sarah, Heron, Brendan, & Josh

Grades 3 & 4 at the MFA.
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Room 216
What a wonderful trip we took to the 
Museum of Fine Arts this week.
This was our third visit in a very 
short time and the entire grade 3/4 
team participated together! When 
we planned these trips, our goal 
was to see the Egyptian and Nubian 
collection and although the MFA has 
the largest collection outside of Egypt 
there is little to see of Nubia. 
This past week, while traveling 
through the galleries we heard the 
most beautiful sound. The children 
and I were drawn to the melodious 
sounds. A young woman, fancily 
clad, was singing opera! The perfor-
mance was inspired by a Japanese 
artist. He realized that his singing 
helped his mom through a difficult 
recuperation period after a medical 
illness. 
As soon as the children heard the 
opera they found a spot on the highly 
polished marble floor and listened 
intently.  We left the MFA with such 
a profound sense of calm. 
We were lucky to have been able to 
witness this at the MFA – we highly 
recommend you take a visit.
Keep calm and sing on!
-Alicia & Shaina

 Grades 5&6

Room 215
“It seems that Egypt was bigger and 
richer because the Museum of Fine 
Arts has more stuff from Egypt than 
from Nubia,” said Tato during our 
Circle reflection after our field trip 
on Tuesday. Tato’s mom, Letetia, had 
joined us on this trip.
One of the goals of our Nubia theme 
studies is for students to develop 
a museum “literacy” by becoming 
comfortable going to museums 

and using museums to learn and 
to critically examine questions 
of representation, ownership and 
power. With the help of historian, 
Barbara Brown, we learned that 
the MFA has one of the largest 
collections of Nubian objects in the 
world. Yet most of these objects are 
not on display for the public to enjoy. 
The question is, why? Since the 1970s 
there’s been community pressure to 
have the MFA share this collection 
with the public.
Tuesday’s field trip was full of 
realizations: the MFA belongs to 
everyone, paid for by taxpayers; 
Nubia is hard to find and can be 
easily overlooked, closeted behind 
the Greco-Roman collection and 
then crowded out by the Egyptian; 
and we also need to go back, to look, 
to draw, to ask, why?
-Abdi, Angela & Carlos

Grades 7&8

Room 213
The 7th and 8th graders owe a big 
“THANK YOU!” to Jeanne and Nina. 
They arranged a visit to the Museum 
of Fine Arts for all of us last Friday. 
The trip was an overwhelming 
success on all counts. The only thing 
we would change is to have more 
time to explore the museum and 
linger over favorites. An informal 
poll indicates that our students favor 
the contemporary art galleries, but 
maintain a soft spot for the mummy 
cases. 
This was the first visit to the Museum 
of Fine Arts for many; others had 
gone as younger students at MHS. 
But everyone, including adults, left 
with the desire to go again. 
Did you know that kids ages 7–17 

are admitted free weekdays after 3 
pm, weekends, and BPS holidays? On 
Wednesdays after 4 pm, admission 
is free for everyone. There are other 
free days, the next one on Monday, 
May 25, 2015 (Memorial Day Open 
House). Also, families with EBT 
cards can purchase four $3 adult 
admissions (usually $25 each), while 
their kids would all enter free. 
Perhaps with the warm weather 
coming, your family would enjoy an 
outing to the MFA. You can count on 
your 7th or 8th grader to have some 
favorites to share.  
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely

Room 214
Last Friday, the 7th and 8th grade 
classes visited the Museum Fine Arts 
in Boston (MFA). In order to make 
the best of our visits, we divided 
into small groups of 3-4 students 
per adult. As my group and I were 
mapping which galleries we wanted 
to visit Tobias, a frequent visitor to 
the MFA  said, “I want to see the 
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An observational drawing done by Rose from 
room 215 at the MFA.
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boats!” A couple of people wanted to 
see the mummies. 
The trip on the MBTA took a lot 
longer than any of us expected, 
leaving us very little time for our 
visit. Tobias has a good sense of the 
layout of the museum  and took 
the lead in directing us through 
the galleries we wanted to see. We 
managed to see everything we 
wanted to see, including the boats. 
The visit was magical. As a 
Bostonian, I’ve been to the MFA 
countless of times. The excitement 
from the students made me realize 
that I’d taken the museum for 
granted. We all agree that we’d like to 
come back for another visit soon.  
-Reginald Toussaint, Carol East-José, 
& Emmanuel St. Vil

Schoolwide News

Important Date/Schedule Changes
•	 March 17, 2015 (Evacuation 

Day) will be a make-up snow 
day: There will be school!

•	 The Family Potluck Breakfast to 
celebrate our study of Ancient 
Egypt & Ancient Nubia has been 
changed to Thursday, April 2, 
from 9:15-10:15 am.

•	 Due to snow days and the 
extension of the school to the 
end of June, second trimester 
report cards will be sent home on 
April 2, 2015.

Outdoor recess is BACK! 
Starting Tuesday, all students went 
outside for recess. Sliding and 
sledding, snow fort construction 
and snowball-throwing practice 
using targets on walls were some 

of the games we saw kids happily 
participating in. Remember to 
provide a change of clothes as it’s 
pretty wet and slushy out there right 
now! 

Family Council News
March 20, 2015: MHS Movie Night. 
Shawn the Sheep will be played 
for younger children, followed 
by The Book of Life as the feature 
presentation. The night will run from 
6-8:00 pm and we need volunteers 
for set-up, clean-up, and running the 
event. Email Bridget Lee at bridge-
telee@gmail.com if you are interested 
and let her know what shift you can 
do: one hour between 5-9:00 pm. 
Even if you can’t volunteer please try 
to attend this fun family event!
April 1, 2015: Outside the Lines. 
Our second meeting for families 
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with children with special needs and 
anyone else who wants to be part of 
the discussion.

Ping Pong Table Fundraiser Fully 
Funded!
Many thanks to all of the families 
and friends who contributed to the 
new ping pong table, which will be 
used during Wellness (and other 
times) at MHS. 

Fifth and sixth graders in the art room.






