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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 March 23-April 10, 2015 

PARCC Testing, Grades 3-8
•	 Wednesday, April 1, 2015 5:45 - 7:00 pm 

Outside the Lines Meeting
•	 Thursday, April 2, 2015 

Ancient Nubia Potluck: 9:15-10:15 am
•	 Friday, April 3, 2015 

Good Friday: NO SCHOOL 
 

March 27, 2015           Volume 18, Issue 23

Four Months Ago

Dear Families, Students, Staff, and Friends, 
“This experience changed my life,” said one of my fellow jurors as we arrived at a verdict last week. It 
was a somber moment during which everyone in the room nodded in agreement. It was an emotional 
time. Although we came to a unanimous decision there were doubts within each one of us about what 
actually happened.
Four months ago we heard shocking news about one of our teachers, arrested at a local hospital. Many 
of us were flooded with emotions—confusion, hurt, guilt, loss and anger. The day after I heard the news 
a Mission Hill parent called me to help me work through what was happening. He said, “You have to 
be ok with not ever really knowing what happened.” I’ve shared those words with others—many of you. 
Those words are still true now.
It was hard for me to hear the anger and mistrust expressed by some of our families during such a 
difficult time. For legal reasons there were things I was not able to share and information that was 
withheld from me. I learned that in the moment with each potential communication. I still don’t have 
any new information beyond what was in the news. However, there are two things to share with you 
now that some time has passed since the time of the arrest.
First, it’s important to remember and respect the family that was involved in the situation. The incident 
sparked thinking for many of you about the safety of your own child. The incident causing the arrest 
involved one child and one adult, no others. That child and his family were worthy of protection and 
privacy. The incident that caused the arrest did not happen at school. The family and teacher routinely 
spent time together and developed a close knit relationship—the extent to which only they know. This 
warrants more explicit conversation among staff, students and families about boundaries.
Second, in about one week Mission Hill staff will receive training that will guide us in teaching students 
how to keep themselves safe. Our instruction will include vocabulary and actions to safety that we can 
equip students with should they ever experience unsafe and/or uncomfortable touch no matter where 
they are or whom they are with. Following the training that MHS staff members will receive, families 
will receive information for discussion at home with students.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
Enjoy images of the children in 
room 108 experimenting making 
pyramids, using magnatiles, paper, 
glue, and sand!
-Geralyn McLaughlin

Room 106
Our unit study on the Kingdoms of 

the Nile is winding down.  One of 
the last activities we are finishing is 
making cat mummies!  The Sparkling 
Birds have been quite intrigued by 
the fact that often times pets (usually 
cats) were mummified and buried 
with their owners.  However, pets 
were not the only things that Ancient 
Egyptian spirits took with them into 
the after life.  We had a discussion 
about what things in our lives are 
important to us.  If we could only 
take one thing with us to a new place, 
what would it be? Stop by room 106 
to read all about it!
Our curriculum breakfast will take 
place next Thursday morning! I hope 
to see all of you there so you can take 
a look at all of the hard work the 
students in our classroom have done 
over the past few months. Happy 
spring!  
-Liz & Stephanie

Room 107
This week, the Princess Dragon Hot 
Wheels spent some time decorating 
the walls of our pyramid with 
hieroglyphs and pictures of animals 
that lived in ancient Nubian times. 
In addition, they got to meet a new 
addition to our room. As they walked 
past it throughout the day, the 
murmurs were uncontrollable as they 
told each other where to find it and 
made suppositions about how it got 
here. Some couldn’t resist touching 
it. In fact, as the days passed, the 
distinctly different tone of our new 
drum would fill the room and then 
disappear into the business of the 
room.
After many questions, I told students 
that as I did research on this theme, 
I came across this beautifully-made 
drum. When I ordered it, I believed 
that it would come from somewhere 

in the United States. To my surprise, 
when the drum arrived on my steps, 
the markings I saw were unfamiliar 
to me. It was then that I realized that 
the journey of this drum was not 
just across a few states but across an 
ocean instead! It had traveled all the 
way from Egypt!
-Jada Brown & Jo-Ann Hawkesworth

Room 109
On Monday morning, Ella took a red 
notebook out of her backpack and 
asked me to read a song she wrote 
with her father over the weekend.  I 
will share it with you all here.  Sing it 
to the tune of “Down by the Bay”.
Down by the Nile
Where the camels roam
Back to the pyramids
Where I call home
And if I do
Cleopatra would say…
Have you ever seen a mummy, with a 
blue tummy?
Down by the Nile.
Have you ever seen...
a scarab beetle,  sewing with a needle?
a crocodile, swimming in the Nile?
a rhinoceros, within a sarcophagus?
a paddle doll, hanging on a pyramid’s 
wall?
a pharaoh, shoot a bow and arrow?
a mummy book, on your mommy’s 
nook?
a room, that looks like a tomb?
the Nile not flood for a while?
What new Kingdoms of the Nile 
rhymes can you think up?
-Jenny, Renee, Meira, & Angelina 

Grades 1 & 2

Room 204
Our Kingdoms of the Nile theme is 
beginning to wrap up. This week the 
Magic Explorers chose and began 
planning and working on their 
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final projects. A trip to the National 
Center for Afro-American Artists 
to see King Aspelta’s tomb will help 
to inspire us further. Below is a list 
of what they will be working on. We 
look forward to having you view our 
work on Thursday, 4/2 at the Family 
Breakfast.
Roldani: Making a lute and learning 
to sing an Egyptian song
Simeon: Making the inside of a tomb 
with a booby trap
Dillon: Making paint and paper to 
create art like Egyptians
Michelle & Hiram: Creating a replica 
of the Nile River
Zyel: Making a book of Egyptian 
clothing
Maya M. & Shirley: Making Egyptian 
and Nubian jewelry
Adler, Maya L., Liam, Peter: Making 
the inside of the tomb with a booby 
trap
Kenneth: Making a mummy
Jaiden: Making a Mancala board
Typrese: Creating a tomb out of clay
Maurice: creating a poster about 
King Tut and King Piye
Keysha: Building an Egyptian boat
Eli: Creating a replica of the inside of 
a tomb
Juel: Creating a mummy out of a real 
person
 -Jenerra Williams

Room 205
Enjoy a few “Work in Progress” 

photos from the making of our 
Museum of Nubian Art and Culture.
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 217
“I don’t want to listen to the story. 

Classroom news

I want to do gymnastics,” a student 
stated during the end of the day 
recently. There are many times 
throughout the day where childrens’ 
comments might catch me off 
guard, pause me to stop, and rethink 
my teaching. By 3:30 I sometimes 
forget how hard children have been 
working on their reading, writing, 
thinking, sharing, and math mak-
ing. This student knew what she 
needed at the end of the day and it 
wasn’t what I had planned for the 
class. I said, “Okay, I am going to 
read two more pages and then we 
will do gymnastics.” Smiles popped 
up across the circle. I read two more 
pages and then students took turns 
doing dance moves and striking 
different poses in the circle. I am a 
teacher because I believe that schools 
are important places where kids can 
grow and learn. And I am a teacher 
because children shape me. They 
make me take a different path and 
force me to be attentive listeners to 
their needs. So if you see the class 
doing a spontaneous dance party, a 
group of kids jump roping in the hall, 
or some silly call and response cheer-
ing, it may not be me who initiated 
it, but rather the wonderful, hard 
working, and hilarious 1st and 2nd 
graders in room 217. 
-Emma Fialka-Feldman

Grades 3 & 4

Room 207
“Toward these ends, our community 
must be prepared to spend time–
even when it might seem wasteful–
hearing each other out. We must deal 
with each other in ways that lead us 
to feel stronger and more loved, not 
weaker and less lovable.” 
–MHS Mission Statement 
On Thursdays, during lunch, the 

Zora and Euan work on designing a Nubian kilt.

Students work with clay to design artifacts.

Milo works on designing tickets. 
Gianna begins to arrange and display artifacts.
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third and fourth grade team meets 
for our Action Team meeting to 
talk about children in our classes. 
Various specialists join us to give 
us their perspectives. I value this 
meeting because it allows us to 
bring questions and quandaries we 
have about children and to receive a 
wide range of ideas/opinions from 
educators with various experiences. 
Recently we met regarding a child’s 
experiences within the various 3-4 
classrooms. While it was a hard con-
versation--as is true when individuals 
have different experiences--in the 
end we left with a plan for how to 
move forward with the child’s best 
interest at the forefront. I appreciated 
this opportunity to work through this 
difficult situation and look forward 
to our continued communication as 
a team.
-Amina Michel-Lord & Kristina Voss

Room 216
It’s been a week plus a couple of days 
that I’ve been in the classroom with 
your children. It’s been fun getting 
to know them and bringing elements 
into the classroom to compliment 
who they are.
They told me that they are upset 
that their teachers are gone and that 
they didn’t say goodbye. We take a 
few minutes at morning meeting 
everyday to talk about that.
They told me that they are artists and 
that their family members are art 
lovers. Art is present in some part of 
our day, everyday.
They told me that they want to 
write stories. Free writing is part 
of morning work now. The more I 
learn, the more the classroom will be 
shaped around them.
Our students have experienced a lot 
of change this year. Most of those 

changes, such as the combining of 
classrooms and loss of teachers, have 
been out of their control. I’m trying 
my best to listen and respond in a 
way that helps them manage the 
change and feel more control of their 
world at school.
-Ayla & Shaina

 Grades 5&6

Room 210
Photos from our visit to the MFA. 
Enjoy!
-Nakia, June, Meron, & Elsa

Room 215
Each child has her/his own 
inner-teacher. Learners need 
opportunities to develop the 
responsibilities that freedom 
requires. Teaching as a practice of 
freedom. Here’s one more, “The 
power of attention: what you focus 
on, you get more of. The power of 
perception: no one can make you 
angry without your permission. The 
power of acceptance: acceptance 
does not mean that we approve of 
the moment, only that we recognize 
that what is happening at a certain 
moment is in fact happening” (Beck 
Bailey, Easy to Love, Difficult to 
Discipline). 
Somewhere, a bit after the midpoint 
of my first year at Mission Hill 
School, I find these perceptions on 
living and being I have picked from 
others to hold truer for me than ever 
before. Mission Hill School has a 
powerful, recursive way of making 
me examine who I am and who I am 
becoming. 
And how does MHS do that? Hard 
to put into words, though I feel how 
routines are not rituals, entertaining 
is not enjoying, and order is not as 
desirable as unfolding. MHS says 

Classroom news

Nakia’s class enjoys their visit to the MFA.
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that through freedom we become 
ourselves and learn our responsibility 
to each other. 
-Abdi, Angela & Carlos

Grades 7&8

Room 213
 Two Friday’s ago, the 7th/8th 
graders boarded a bus and travelled 
to five sites along the Muddy River, 
which starts at nearby Jamaica Pond 
and ends at the Charles River. At 
each site, Andrew MacBlane, Boston 
Nature Center naturalist, helped us 
collect samples of water for testing. 
We tried to find evidence from the 
surroundings that might affect test 
results. For example, one site was 
protected from the surrounding 
roads by trees and other vegetation.  
Another site had both a storm drain 
discharge pipe and a large number of 
geese on the shore and in the water.  
Last Friday, we tested the water 
samples to measure five parame-
ters: dissolved oxygen, nitrates, pH, 
turbidity, and electrical conductivity. 
We’ll compare this data with samples 
we tested in the fall. Unfortunately, 
the cold winter made it impossible to 
collect samples in January. 
And this Friday, we’ll begin to 
analyze and make sense of the data. 
Is the ecosystem healthy or are there 
areas of concern? What human 
actions could protect the river from 
our urban environment? 
We’ll join other citizen scientists 
to present our findings at the 
Muddy River Restoration Project 
Symposium at Wheelock College in 
April.    
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely

Room 214
As I moved around the room most 

of the conversations I overheard was 
about Colonel Tye. Some students 
were surprised to learn that a former 
enslaved person was leading troops 
that included white men. Others 
thought talked about the fact that he 
died from a gunshot wound to the 
wrist. However, Luis nailed it when 
he said, “This is a very dramatic 
story”
Colonel Tye was an African 
-American who fought with the 
British during the Revolutionary 
War. He fought alongside the British 
for a while but then he led his own 
group of men (black and white) 
back to his hometown where he had 
been enslaved and fought to free his 
relatives and other enslaved people in 
the town.
While George Washington and other 
leaders of the American Revolution 
fought for liberty, many of the people 
they fought against were also fight-

ing for liberty. However, theirs was 
a more tangible liberty, many of 
them fought for personal freedom. 
It’s interesting to wonder how things 
would have turned out had the 
British won.
-Reginald Toussaint, Carol East-José, 
& Emmanuel St. Vil

Schoolwide News

Family Council News
All families at MHS are members of 
the Family Council! Contact Co-
Chairs Bridget Lee bridgetelee@gmail.
com or Rachel Goldsmith rachego@
mindspring.com with questions or for 
more information. 
April 1, 2015: Outside the Lines. 
Our second meeting for families 
with children with special needs and 
anyone else who wants to be part of 
the discussion. In room 203 from 
5:45 - 7:00 pm. 

Classroom news

Leah tests water samples from the Muddy River with grades 7 & 8. 
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April 9, 2015: Family Council Meet-
ing (working session) in room 203 
from 5:45 - 7:00 pm. 

The FOMHS Music Program 
Campaign Needs Your Support!
The Friends of the Mission Hill 
School volunteer fundraising crew 
has launched a new campaign to 
keep our music program going 
strong. Please consider a donation at 
any level, and please share the cam-
paign with friends and family! Hear 
all about our goals by visiting this 
web page: bit.ly/MissionHillMusic

Autism Conference
The 25th Annual Autism Conference, 
hosted by Community Resources for 
People with Autism, will be held in 
Holyoke, MA on April 7, 2015. Fam-
ily registration costs $75 and $60 for 
2+ attendees. Paula Kluth, an autism 
expert and advocate, is presenting. 
She comes highly recommended by 
Ayla and Emma, who saw her present 
at the PEAK Conference in Colorado 
last summer. Here is the link to more 
information and registration: http://
conta.cc/1GUAcsX

Kingdoms of the Nile  
Curriculum Breakfast
Come celebrate all we have 
been learning over the past few 
months about this fascinating 
ancient culture! It’s a potluck, so 
bring a theme-inspired or non 
theme-inspired dish to share with 
our community. April 2, 2015 from 
9:15- 10:00 am in the K-Quad and on 
the second floor.

Classroom news

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

John McDonough, Interim Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419

A Collection of Cartouches (and a Paddle Doll)



	  

	  
	  
Kingdoms	  of	  the	  Nile	  
Curriculum	  Breakfast	  

	  
Come celebrate all we have been learning 

about this fascinating ancient culture 
during the past few months. 

 

It’s a potluck, so bring a theme inspired 
or  

non-theme inspired dish to share with 
our community.  

	  
Date:	  April	  2,	  2015	  
Time:	  9:15-‐10:00	  

Where:	  K-‐Quad	  and	  2nd	  Floor	  	  
 

See you there! 

	  



	  

	  
Reinos	  del	  Nilo	  
Desayuno	  del	  Currículo	  

 
Venga celebran todo que hemos estado 
aprendiendo sobre esta cultura antigua 
fascinante durante los últimos meses 

pasados. 
 
 
 
 

Es una comida, así traiga un plato 
inspirado o no por el tema para compartir 

con nuestra comunidad. 
	  

Fecha:	  El	  2	  de	  abril	  de	  2015	  
Tiempo:	  9:15-‐10:00	  	  

Donde:	  K-‐quad	  y	  2do	  piso	  
	  

¡Les ver allí! 

	  


