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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 September 28 - October 9                          

Listening Conferences
•	 Friday, October 3, 2014 at 9:45 am 

Friday Share
•	 Monday, October 12, 2014: NO SCHOOL 

Columbus Day 

October 2, 2015           Volume 19, Issue 2

A Family Concern for Us to All Think About

Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students and Staff,
During this season of listening conferences, I heard a story from a family that we can all learn from. Their child 
is not fully comfortable at school because he believes that if he is really himself, wears clothing that American 
boys don’t typically wear, that other students will tease him or question him beyond what he can handle. This 
child is not alone. I know there are others that feel this way.

The child wishes to come to school wearing what makes him most comfortable, even if his clothing crosses the 
genderized boundaries our society has created. We have boys in our school that have worn nail polish, sandals, 
and at one time dresses. Because they crossed (continue to cross) the line of what other students expect boys to 
wear, they get questioned and teased by their peers.

As a school that sees social emotional learning and 
academic learning as interconnected, we need your help 
to protect the safety of our students that are stepping 
out of traditional gender (boy, girl) roles. For some of 
you this raises questions about your personal beliefs. 
I am not asking you change what you believe. I am 
asking you to work with us in creating a safe school with 
respectful children—a school of children that respects the 
rights of other children to wear what makes them most 
comfortable.

This part of our school’s Statement of purpose speaks 
to this. The task of public education is to help parents 
raise youngsters who will maintain and nurture the best habits of a democratic society be smart, caring, strong, 
resilient, imaginative and thoughtful. It aims at producing youngsters who can live productive, socially useful 
and personally satisfying lives, while also respecting the rights of all others. The school, as we see it, will help 
strengthen our commitment to diversity, equity and mutual respect.

So how do you respond when your child comes home and tells you that a boy at school wears nail polish, fancy 
sandals or a dress? Jason Wheeler from the Mass Department of Education provides a list of responses we can 
use at home and at school. The list is included in this week’s newsletter. He also posed a question for us all to 
think about. How do we recognize and identify what young people hold? This is a question that our staff reflects 
on daily. What about you (friends, families and students)? There are many things you may see at our school that 
our young people present that cause you to bristle. How do you recognize it and still hold the respect for the 
person? And how do you teach your child to do so? In the rapidly increasing diversity of our world, respecting 
others is a necessary element in our society.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
“Is it sleeping?”
“Look! It is moving!”
“Why is it walking?”
“Does it have legs?”
“I think it is eating!”
These are some of the initial 
observations and inquiry questions 
from our three and four-year-olds 
as they looked closely for the first 
time at our tiny monarch caterpillars. 
Taking care of the caterpillars has 
been one way we’ve entered our fall 
life sciences theme: Taking Care of 
Living Things. Here are our Guiding 
Questions:
How do we take care of ourselves? 
How do we take care of each other?
How do we take care of the creatures 
and plants around us? (monarchs, 
fish, snails, birds, classroom plants, 
orchard)
What do we notice when we look 
closely and “observe”?
Students have already been 
experimenting with using a 
magnifying glass to observe closely. 
What living things does your family 
take care of at home?
-Geralyn B. McLaughlin

Room 106
This week students have been inves-
tigating the mystery critters who are 
visiting our classroom, using mag-
nifying glasses and critical thinking. 
The children have discovered that 
those critters are caterpillars. “I see 
an orange caterpillar”, Yediel yelled 
with excitement. Students inquired 
about what these bugs were and what 
type of butterflies these caterpillars 
would become. “When will it become 
a chrysalis?” Neli asked. Students are 
excited to observe and investigate. 
We welcome parents to view our 

crawling critters during drop off and 
pick up. 
We have also begun to dive into our 
unit on Birds of Boston. Students 
stumbled upon the idea that 
countries and states have particular 
birds to represent them. Liam 
informed us that the state bird of 
Massachusetts is the black capped 
chickadee. Students are excited to 
learn about the birds of other states 
as well. We will be traveling to the 
Blue Hill Museum on Thursday, 
October 15th to learn more about the 
variety of birds in Boston as well as 
their habitats. 
-Jasmine Lee, Student Teacher

Room 107
It’s that time again. We are all settling 
in and finding out who we are as 
a classroom. As one way to begin 
building our classroom community, 
every year we have a discussion 
about what should be expected of 
our students and teachers in order 
to make everyone feel safe, loved 
and welcome. This year, as we 
brainstormed our list of ideas, some 
of last years expectations resurfaced 
and newer ones were added. Here is 
what we came up with so far.
Room 107 Classroom Expectations
Take care of our things.
Be helpful to the teachers and the 
kids.
If you see something on the floor 
pick it up.
Fill people’s buckets. Be kind.
Listen to the teachers and kids when 
they are talking.
Raise a quiet hand if you want to say 
something at meeting.
Be gentle with our things and our 
friends.
Knock on the bathroom door before 
opening it.

Keep paper towels out of the toilets.
Keep food out of the bathroom sinks.
-Jada Brown, Jo-Ann Hawkesworth, 
& Cristina Noonan

Room 109
We closely watch our caterpillars 
rapidly consume milkweed and grow 
larger and larger. The rapid growth 
of the caterpillars reminds me of 
the rapid growth of our classroom 
community. Children have settled 
into routines and excitement over 
each read-aloud story, new activity, 
and burgeoning friendship.
We are in the midst of an Eric Carle 
author study. This is a nice segue 
from our focus on school to our fo-
cus on nature. Our study will culmi-
nate in The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
to connect to our developing butter-
flies. We are in the very busy midst 
of creating a class Alphabet Book 
inspired by Eric Carle’s collage tech-
nique. Children began by creating 
pages and pages of painted papers at 
the easel. These were very fun and 
experimental times: “I made green!” 
“I created a new color!” Look what 
happened when I added….” We are 

A page from room 109’s alphabet book, based 
on the work of Eric Carle.
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using these painted papers to create 
the pages for our classroom book. 
Each child is creating one (or two) 
pages. If you stop by in a few days 
you’ll see our final product. 
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
“Yay, I finally found what I want to 
look at!” Eamon exclaimed as he 
peered over a leaf covered in tiny 
round balls and small insects. We 
had traveled to a nearby community 
garden to observe and document 
what we saw. Students found bees 
landing on flowers, a crushed egg 
shell, a blue and black feather, two 
tiny tomatoes, a variety of color-
ful flowers, a squash, and a prickly 
cucumber! We learned that when we 
look closely we can see many details 
that may have been overlooked at 
first glance. We were inspired by the 
book, Looking Closely in the Garden 
by Frank Serafini and Ron Berger’s 
critique process. We decided to cre-
ate our own version of Looking Close-
ly in the Garden by drawing what we 
observed in the garden. Student gave 
each other feedback that was kind, 
specific, and helpful as they worked 
on multiple drafts of their observa-
tional drawings, making their draw-
ings look more realistic with each 
new piece of paper. Stop by room 205 
to see our work in progress.
-Ashleigh L’Heureux
Room 212
Hello Room 212 Families! This past 
week to celebrate the beginning of 
autumn, we picked apples in the 
orchard and made our own apple-
sauce. The children pronounced it 
delicious! We have been observing 
outside and have started to notice 
changes. Students have noticed that 

the “plants are brown, and some trees 
are changing color.” We are connect-
ing our study of the schoolyard with 
math by recording the temperature 
and the hours of daylight  on a graph. 
We are also planning this month’s 
nature-themed field trips with Ash-
leigh and Kate’s class to the Boston 
Nature Center and Drumlin Farm. 
Please make sure the purple field trip 
permission slips are in! This week 
we have also been discussing what it 
means to do our best work.  
-Suzanne Brown
Room 217
What does a garden need to thrive 

Classroom news

in the city? What is a garden? These 
are our guiding questions for the fall 
theme- nature science. We began 
thinking about gardens this week. 
We will be spending the fall learning 
about, experimenting with, and vis-
iting urban gardens. The class adopt-
ed a raised bed in the kindergarten 
play yard last week. We are currently 
growing kale and bok choy, and 
will continue to plant and harvest 
throughout the fall. 
Miss Peg, a good friend of my mom’s, 
is our gardening expert. She wins 
gardening and floral awards an-
nually at the Bolton Fair and used 
to work in the Jamaica Plain area, 
with great knowledge of the gardens 
here. I visited her home garden in 
Stow over the weekend to ask ques-
tions and pick some vegetables to 
bring to class. Together at project 
time, we observed, drew, wondered 
about, cooked, and tasted the fresh 
vegetables. Peg plans to send weekly 
updates of her garden at home to 
encourage our curiosity and excite-
ment. Miss Peg will be coming in to 
work with us throughout the nature 
science theme.  
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Room 203
What does it feel like to belong? This 
was our focus question for the week. 
While planning, we used this ques-
tion to plan some our week’s activ-
ities. This will be our routine from 
week to week. Our goal is to keep our 
minds on “planning with intentional-
ity” As with our school wide theme, 
questions will guide our work and 
be used in our discussions, reading, 
writing, etc.
Our question last week was discussed 

Painting in room 203.

Lumi works on her journal.
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during multiple meetings, was the 
subject of our read aloud books and 
the task at the easel during project 
time. Some of their responses to the 
question were a person feels like they 
belong when they are included, when 
they are treated kindly, when they 
share their ideas and when someone 
helps them.
Our hope is that with our intention-
al planning, students will not only 
be able to answer our weekly focus 
question, but will readily use it in 
their communities both inside and 
outside of Mission Hill School.
-Jenerra, Danny, & Nelly

Room 204
Hello families of room 204! This 
week we launched our nature science 
theme, where we began a discussion 
about what nature is and what it 
looks like. Students brainstormed 
many ideas around the subject and 
had the opportunity to do some 
paintings related to our guiding 
question “What does nature look 
like?”. 
We are also excited to go out into the 
community, where we will explore 
nature right outside our doorstep. 
We are planning nature walks, obser-
vations, and sketching our discover-
ies. Students will be given journals to 
reflect on the information that they 
record.  We also visited the Arnold 
Arboretum, where students explored 
individual interests.
-Shaina & Cleata

Room 207
Room 207 is off to a wonderful start. 
We spent last week talking about 
the meaning of the Mission Hill 
Way, “Be Kind and Work Hard.” We 
answered four questions: What does 
being kind look like? What does be 
kind mean? What does hard work 
look like? What does it mean to work 
hard? When answering these ques-
tions, we discovered what hard work 
and being kind looks like and means 
in room 207. Hard work looks like 
concentrating, people doing what 
they are supposed to and quietness 
(sometimes). Working hard means 
to focus, don’t quit and do your best. 
Being kind looks like being respect-
ful, being nice and helping others. 
Being kind means no pushing, no 
fresh language and people getting 
along. To help remind us of the 
Mission Hill Way we collaborative-
ly created a large sign that will stay 
in our class for the year.  The sign 
will remind us to continue to keep 
the Mission Hill Way in our minds 
during daily interactions. Please stop 
by to see our artwork and brain-
storming of the Mission Hill Way.
-Amanda & Amina 

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Generating classroom names is 
always an interesting process. It 
begins free and fun, kids coming 
up with the most ridiculous ideas 
they possibly can. As they began to 

Classroom news

think about their identity as a group, 
and what name they want to repre-
sent them, the tone changes a bit. 
They still offer up funny and unique 
options, however they are more 
intentional with them the second 
time around. This is how a child 
could write a compelling persuasive 
paragraph, and share with a straight 
face on why the “Chips & Dip” is the 
best choice for a name. Early entries 
like the the “Milk Shakers” and 
“Crisp P. Bacon  begin to show up 
less and less. 
After several discussions, writing 
assignments, shares and votes, here 
is what we are left with: Hoard 
of Raw Energy, Funky Monkey’s 
Highlighters, Crispy Leaves, Gold-
en Eagles, Fierce Tigers, Golden 
Warriors, Turquoise Turtles, Burning 
Waves, Ice Lion, Wild Energy, All 
Stars, Burning Ice, Fireworks, Rising 
Tide, Blue Leopards, Chips & Dip, 
-Nakia, Manny, Elsa & Alanna

Room 215
We took Thursday and Friday of last 
week to welcome 11 new students 
to the 5th/6th grade classrooms. 
Eleven new students is about one 
new student for every four return-

Abdi and Henry outside of room 215.

Grade 5/6 Sunflower still life drawings.
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schoolwide news

ing students! We did it, as Nakia is 
showing me, the Mission Hill Way 
- a big breakfast, with “veteran” 6th 
graders contributing treats, and hot 
waffles from my waffle iron. After a 
morning eating and playing togeth-
er, we watched, “Good Morning, 
Mission Hill.” In the afternoon, we 
organized students in groups to do 
some role-playing on practices at 
the heart of MHS, such as theme/
project-based learning and playing 
together. Friday, each new student 
visited at least 4 different classrooms, 
with a returning student as a tour 
guide. We made time for students 
to ask questions and make sense 
of what they are seeing and feeling 
in their new school. Lucia, a new 
student, said to me, “This school feels 
like my house. In my last school, my 
teacher gave me worksheets.”
There are things unexpected in 
school at Mission Hill, yet familiar as 
home. It can be confusing, disrupting 
if you are used to being in school 
differently than being at home. With 
these kinds of experiences, our new 
students have an opportunity to 
make sense of the culture, expec-
tations and practices in their new 
surroundings (and maybe fall in love 
with their school).
-Abdi, Cindy & Carlos

Grades 7&8

Room 213
We needed to make some changes 
in 7th grade math. Calls of “I need 
help!” and “I don’t get it!” far too 
often preceded any attempt to do 
something to make sense of the 
problem at hand. We stayed calm. 
“Hmm…what could you do? What 
is the problem about? What do you 
know that might help you?”  
In math class, we embrace mistakes; 

they are a path to understanding 
and not to be feared. But in order 
to learn, we have to be willing to 
DO something. This means reading 
a problem carefully to understand 
the context and what is being asked, 
making a plan to solve using one or 
more strategy, doing the math, and 
then checking the result and reflect-
ing on the process.             
And despite all that, sometimes we 
are wrong. Nobody is perfect. The 
learners didn’t fail; they did some-
thing else. They produced results. 
That happens every time you make a 
mistake. What can you do with your 
results when you make a mistake? 
What can you learn from what didn’t 
work?
Mistakes lead to discoveries and are 
a key part of learning. Fear of failure 
shuts down learning. We don’t walk 
away from mistakes, but use them 
to build understanding. When is the 
last time you made a great mistake? 
What did you learn?              
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely

Room 214
Students are spread out across the 
room. Some are using the pillows in 
the meeting area to prop themselves 
up. There’s one student laying on a 
bench. We are all looking at the same 
book. I’m reading out loud and the 
students are listening to the story and 
following along in the book. 
We are reading The House of the 
Scorpion by Nancy Farmer. A 
science-fiction novel about a young 
boy who is a clone. Throughout 
the book Matt, the main character, 
struggles with the idea of whether or 
not is human or something less than 
human. It is a wonderfully strange 
story that addresses many of the 
questions teenagers think about all 
the time.

The book will be our vehicle to 
explore questions about coming 
of age. Students will write 
autobiographical essays that tells the 
story of what makes them who they 
are. We will also use the book as a 
sample text as we look try different 
writing strategies and techniques. 
Keep reading this space as I will keep 
you updated on student progress, 
including sample writing from our 
students.
-Reginald Toussaint 

Roy and Ella in the art room.
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Schoolwide News

Community Service Opportunity
Twice a year the Hyde Square Task 
Force organizes community activities 
to bring people together to take care 
the trees and greenery along Cen-
tre Street. And in the fall they plant 
hundreds of daffodil bulbs in green 
spaces.
Please join them on Saturday, 
October 24 from 9:00 am- 12:00 
pm to beautify the neighborhood 
by spreading mulch on street trees 
and planting daffodil bulbs. Please 
register by sending an email to info@
hydejacksonsquare.org.

We Need Sweatpants
The nurse’s office stocks sweat pants 
and t-shirts should a child need a 
change of clothes for any reason, and 
the sweat pants are in short supply as 
we head into the cooler months. Size 
or color does not matter, so if your 
child has outgrown sweatpants that 
are in good condition please consider 
donating them to the nurse’s office. 
Thank you, Nurse Georgie

Remember to register your card
Re-enroll your Stop & Shop card 
NOW! All you need is your 13 digit 
card number and the first 3 letters 
of the last name associated with 
the card. Go to www.stopandshop.
com/aplus and register to support 
MHS. We are listed under Jamaica 
Plain, MA and ID #09287. Or, give 
Courtney your number and she’ll 
register it for you!

Family Council Elections
The MHS Family Council is in 
need of families to fill a number of 

positions. The following roles are 
available:
A Second Co-Chair (2 year term): 
Will work alongside the Lead Co-
Chair, Rachel Goldsmith. Chairs 
serve for two years with the Second 
moving into the lead role after a 
year, on a staggered basis. The two 
Co-Chairs will run the meetings and 
ensure the business of the council 
takes place. 
A Secretary (1 year term): Will take 
minutes of Family Council meetings, 
distribute them to the Co-chairs and 
Treasurer promptly for review, and 
then upload them to the BigTent 
online forum document folder. The 
Secretary will be chair of the Com-
munications committee.
A Treasurer (1 year term): 
Documents income and expenditures 
and organizes fundraising activities, 

with the support of members of 
family council. The Treasurer will be 
chair of the Fundraising committee. 
If interested in any of these positions, 
please submit a short paragraph 
detailing your interest to Courtney at 
courtney.bruno@bc.edu by Tuesday 
October 13th to be considered. 

Music Fundraiser at Mission Hill
The MHS instrumental music 
program is nearly halfway toward 
the 10K fundraising goal we set last 
school year. Please help us reach it 
by the end 2015 and keep the music 
playing at MHS. 
All donations made up until Thanks-
giving (up to a total of $1000) will 
be matched thanks to the help of an 
anonymous donor! Every little bit 
helps and donations are tax-deduct-
ible. You may contribute online at: 
http://bit.ly/MissionHillMusic

Julia and Nyla read together.



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

www.genderspectrum.org	  •	  510-‐788-‐4412	  •	  info@genderspectrum.org	  

	  
	  

Using	  Gender	  Inclusive	  Language	  with	  Students	  
	  

• There	  are	  lots	  of	  ways	  to	  be	  boys	  or	  girls	  or	  something	  else.	  Isn’t	  it	  great?!?!	  
• There	  are	  lots	  of	  different	  types	  of	  clothes.	  Kids	  get	  to	  wear	  what	  feels	  comfortable	  to	  them	  

and	  makes	  them	  feel	  good.	  
• Toys	  are	  toys,	  hair	  is	  hair,	  colors	  are	  colors,	  and	  clothes	  are	  clothes	  
• Who	  decided	  that	  some	  things	  are	  for	  boys	  and	  some	  things	  are	  for	  girls?	  
• Is	  there	  only	  one	  way	  to	  be	  a	  boy	  or	  girl?	  Can	  boys	  and	  girls	  like	  the	  same	  things?	  Do	  all	  boys	  

like	  the	  same	  things?	  Do	  all	  girls	  like	  the	  same	  things?	  	  
• No	  one	  gets	  to	  tell	  another	  person	  how	  to	  feel	  on	  the	  inside.	  You	  know	  yourself	  better	  than	  

anyone	  else	  does.	  
• Sometimes	  this	  stuff	  is	  confusing.	  We	  get	  messages	  that	  some	  things	  are	  for	  boys	  and	  some	  

things	  are	  for	  girls.	  But	  these	  messages	  are	  just	  some	  people’s	  ideas.	  They	  may	  not	  be	  right	  for	  
you.	  Each	  of	  us	  gets	  to	  decide	  what	  we	  like	  and	  don’t	  like.	  We	  just	  can’t	  be	  unkind	  to	  others	  
about	  the	  things	  they	  like.	  

• Kids	  can	  do	  or	  be	  or	  like	  or	  want	  anything	  because	  they	  are	  individuals	  with	  hopes	  and	  likes	  
and	  dreams.	  This	  is	  not	  because	  of	  their	  gender.	  It	  is	  because	  they	  are	  people.	  

• Gender	  is	  a	  lot	  more	  than	  our	  bodies.	  It	  is	  about	  how	  we	  show	  other	  people	  things	  about	  our	  
gender	  (maybe	  our	  clothes,	  or	  our	  hair,	  or	  the	  toys	  we	  like)	  and	  how	  we	  feel	  on	  the	  inside.	  

• Who	  you	  are	  is	  not	  about	  what	  others	  tell	  you,	  but	  something	  you	  determine	  for	  yourself	  
(even	  when	  you	  get	  messages	  that	  say	  otherwise).	  

• Certain	  types	  of	  bodies	  are	  thought	  of	  as	  boy	  and	  certain	  types	  as	  girl,	  but	  that's	  not	  true	  for	  
everyone.	  

• Who	  we	  are	  (or	  who	  others	  think	  we	  are)	  on	  the	  outside	  is	  not	  always	  who	  we	  are	  on	  the	  
inside;	  think	  of	  all	  the	  wonderful	  things	  about	  yourself	  that	  no	  one	  else	  knows	  about	  by	  just	  
looking	  at	  you!!	  

• Someone’s	  feelings	  about	  their	  gender	  come	  from	  their	  hearts	  and	  their	  minds.	  
• Being	  a	  boy	  or	  a	  girl	  or	  something	  else	  is	  not	  about	  what	  you	  like,	  or	  what	  you	  wear,	  or	  your	  

body.	  	  It	  is	  something	  that	  each	  of	  us	  figures	  out	  for	  ourselves.	  
• Gender	  expression	  is	  about	  the	  things	  we	  like	  or	  make	  us	  comfortable.	  There	  may	  be	  some	  

patterns	  we	  notice,	  but	  these	  are	  not	  rules.	  More	  girls	  might	  wear	  dresses	  than	  boys,	  but	  does	  
that	  mean	  all	  girls	  wear	  dresses?	  Or	  that	  boys	  can’t	  wear	  dresses?	  

• Each	  one	  of	  us	  has	  a	  gender.	  Kids	  can	  be	  boys,	  girls,	  both,	  or	  neither.	  	  
• History	  is	  full	  of	  examples	  of	  gender	  diversity!	  
• There	  have	  been	  gender	  diverse	  people	  in	  every	  culture,	  every	  religion,	  all	  over	  the	  world	  and	  

throughout	  time.	  
• You	  should	  be	  careful	  about	  thinking	  you	  know	  someone’s	  gender	  just	  by	  looking	  at	  them.	  

And	  even	  if	  you	  do	  know	  a	  person’s	  gender,	  don’t	  assume	  you	  know	  the	  things	  they	  like	  to	  do	  
or	  wear,	  or	  play	  with.	  

• Have	  you	  ever	  been	  teased?	  How	  does	  it	  feel	  when	  you	  are	  teased	  or	  treated	  as	  an	  outsider?	  
• No	  one	  likes	  to	  be	  pointed	  out	  by	  other	  kids.	  Does	  it	  feel	  good	  when	  you	  think	  someone	  is	  

talking	  about	  you?	  
• How	  do	  you	  think	  you	  would	  feel	  if	  people	  were	  always	  asking	  you	  about	  your	  own	  gender?	  


