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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Saturday, October 31, 11 am-3 pm 

Mission Hill HS Community Meeting (see flyer)
•	 Wednesday, November 11, 2015 

NO SCHOOL: Veteran’s Day
•	 Thursday, November 12, 2015 

Family Council Mtg. 5:45-7:00 pm
•	 November 16-18, 2015 

Grades 7&8 to Farm School 
 

October 30, 2015           Volume 19, Issue 6

Two Communities Under One Roof
Dear Mission Hill Friends, Family, Students, and Staff,
On September 9, 2015, School Committee member Meg Campbell suggested that the decision for the Margarita 
Muniz Academy (MMA) planned move in the fall of 2016 be revisited. The School Committee members were in 
agreement. Since then, I’ve learned that the building selected to house MMA did not pass inspection. It would 
take more than a year to renovate and will cost thousands of dollars. As a result, the Superintendent decided 
to include both of our schools in a district-wide facilities master plan. This plan, as described by Mayor Walsh, 
involves taking a close look at all the Boston Public Schools and asking the question, is the space for each school 
suitable for the program? This plan to collect data, analyze findings, make plans and take actions will span ten 
years.

Families in our school community wrote letters to the Superintendent and 
School Committee to express dissatisfaction with this decision, as it did 
not honor previous agreements and prolonged our current state of issues. 
Mission Hill families also attended the October 14, 2015 School Committee 
meeting. They spoke about the need for adequate space for both schools to 
grow and thrive. Following that meeting, Dr. Chang called a meeting with 
both schools.

On October 28, 2015 a joint meeting was held. Both school leaders, a 
parent from each school, one board member from each school, principal 
leaders from central office, the Superintendent and Chair of the School 
Committee were present. Each school spoke about its culture a bit and what 
we’re proud of. We walked through the building together then talked about 
accommodations needed for co-existence. We responded to the question, 
what building issues need to be addressed?

Now what? Dr. Chang has left us with a charge of working together; to figure out a way to co-exist. This 
begins with speaking and listening to one another as two communities that are each rooted in an educational 
philosophy and history. This co-existence work also begins with a commitment from the school department to 
address some physical building issues that would make living together easier. Dania Vasquez, the headmaster of 
Margarita Muniz Academy, and I will address the use of common areas and student overlap.

How can you be helpful? Continue to communicate your thoughts about how we can positively move forward. 
Also participate in any joint school activities that come about. More information and invitations to come.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
How do snails move?  Do they move 
like we do?  We have been observing 
snails: watching them move as we 
hold them on our hands and when 
they’re in their own habitat. We have 
been exploring books about snails to 
gather more information about one 
of our essential questions: What do 
we notice when we look closely and 
observe? So we pose these question 
to you all. Did you know that snails 
have one foot? How do you think 
snails move? 
Kyra Freedman, Student Teacher

Room 106
Warlin went up to the library to get 
some books for the class. He came 
back with a large stack of books 
about Penguins. I asked him to 
share with the class why he chose 
those books.  He said, “I really like 
penguins.” I continued, “Did you 
get them because you were thinking 
about our bird unit?”  He replied, 
“No.”  “Do you think penguins are 
birds?” I asked  He said, “No, cause 
they swim.” This started a different 

kind of discourse about birds in our 
room.  
I posed the question: Is a bird still 
a bird if it swims? Children wrote 
about it in their journals. Many chil-
dren shared that they had seen birds 
at the beach and many of them knew 
about ducks from our story Make 
Way for Ducklings. It turned out that 
even though those birds swam, they 
could also fly. This idea of birds not 
being able to fly was really a trick.  
Liam brought in a book about birds 
that his grandmother had given 
him. Wouldn’t you know it, there 
was a section in it on flightless birds. 
We are making our way to a deeper 
understanding of Birds. On Novem-
ber 9th we head to the New England 
Aquarium to learn more about pen-
guins: birds in Boston, but not from 
Boston.  
-Kathy D’Andrea 

Room 107
Last week before Friday Share, 107 
had a spontaneous dance party. The 
afro-pop music played as children 
entered the doors. One by one they 
joined in with the teachers and stu-
dents already “getting down”. A few 
students sat on the couch, giggling 
as they watched. Others, when given 
the opportunity to come up with a 
dance for us to imitate, were overly 
eager to teach us the Nay-Nay, the 
Whip, the Worm, spins, wiggles, fan-
cy runway walking and of course…a 
little breakdancing.
When Emma was prompted to give 
us another dance, she flipped her 
stuffed animal on its head and spun 
it. My mouth literally dropped open. 
As I told her that move might be a 
little too difficult,  out of nowhere 
came Avian saying, “I can do it!” 
Within seconds his body was bal-

anced on his head and he made a 
full 360 degree spin…three separate 
times! The class cheered and Emma 
smiled.
So, as we interview our students 
about their hopes and dreams for 
this year, mine is simply to hold on 
to these moments of sheer happiness 
because they are the ones that leave 
an impact that can last a lifetime.
-Jada Brown, Jo-Ann Hawkesworth, 
& Cristina Noonan

Room 109
In room 109 we completed a sec-
ond apple tasting. We tasted apples 
that, at first, seemed similar to each 
other in appearance: Fuji, Gala, and 
Honey Crisp. But, upon tasting, were 
surprisingly different. Students called 
out words to describe each new 
flavor: “like a pear”, “like a normal 
apple”, “like a Macintosh” “crunchy”, 
“soft”, “watermelon”, “spicy, “it tastes 
like a tree in my mouth”. It was in-
teresting to discover that things that 
seemed at first glance to be the same 
could be so different. We wrapped up 
our apple work with watercolor still 
life paintings and the completion of Danae is a snail!

Warlin working on Bird Studies.
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our Apple Life Cycle mural.
This week we have begun more care-
ful study of leaves. As so many more 
leaves change around us we’ve begun 
to research the science behind the 
changing leaves. We are learning new 
science vocabulary such as pigment 
and chlorophyll as we think about 
the changing leaves and how they fit 
into the life cycle of the tree. More 
discoveries to come!
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
“How does it stretch like that?” 
“Where does the poop come out?” “It 
seems like that’s his head, but I’m not 
sure.” So many questions poured out 
of students’ mouths as they peered 
over our worm compost bin. Andy, 
the owner of BootStrap Compost, 
recently visited our classroom and 
taught us A LOT about composting. 
We even got to touch a whole buck-
et of worm castings! We have been 
thinking about what Andy taught us 
about composting to help us under-
stand more about how living things 
help each other in a garden. Many 
students have shared ideas to set up 
inquiries and worm experiments, 
like planting some things in soil with 
worms and planting some in soil 
without worms. Some students have 
been asking to feed their leftover 
apple cores or carrots to the worms. 
Jasmine shared, “Worms are not only 
helping a garden. Other bugs help 
too.” She then drew a picture of a 
garden and labeled a bee and a cen-
tipede. We will continue to research 
and investigate the interconnectivity 
that occurs among living things in a 
garden. 
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 212
This week in 212 we read an import-
ant book called Jacob’s New Dress. 
In the book a little boy named Jacob 
really wants to wear a dress, so he 
and his mother make a purple dress 
with ruffles. Jacob is teased when 
he gets to school and told that boys 
can’t wear dresses. Jacob’s friend 
Emily supports them and his teacher 
Ms. Wilson tells the children that, 
“Jacob wears what he is comfortable 
in..”  After reading this book, the 
children had a long conversation 
and it was decided to add to the 
rule we already have: “no girl things 
or boy things, just kid things,” that 
“everyone should wear what they are 
comfortable in.” One or two boys 
shared that they would like to wear 
a dress and some of us decided we 
would like to continue to wear pants.  
Ask your child about the book and 
discuss how important it is to respect 
each other’s choices.  Encourage 
your child if they have any more 

Classroom news

questions to ask the teacher, not the 
child who is dressed differently than 
they are used to. It can be difficult for 
children to answer many questions. 
If you have any questions please 
feel free to contact me at sbrown@
missionhillschool.org.  
-Suzanne Brown

Happy swimmers from room 207.
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Room 217
What does a garden need to thrive? 
What is a garden? These questions 
are creating wonderful discussion 
in room 217.  They are leading our 
morning meeting conversations and 
giving us pause during project time.  
Keziah thinks a garden is “a bunch 
of plants like flowers, vegetables, and 
fruits grouped in a space”.  Nashly 
believes gardens are filled up with 
nature and a whole bunch of differ-
ent plants.” Jackson thinks it’s “where 
people grow food using soil, seeds, 
water, and sun.” Armani thinks it 
is a “space where you plant seeds”.  
Hiram agreed with Armani and also 
thought “you can make vegetables” in 
a garden, Nyla added that “seeds can 
grow into avocados!”  Ashton thinks 
gardens are “where plants grow and 
get water”; Gerson added that “rain 
comes and helps the plants grow but 
if it gets too hot the soil is too dry for 
the plants.”  Farrah thinks a garden 
is “a place where you can rake, plants 
grow, and people can help”. What do 
you think a garden is?
During project time, students are 
learning about gardening in many 
ways.  We are watching seeds break 
through their seed coat and begin 
growing right before our eyes.  Each 
of the children is responsible for one 
seed. Some of the seeds are growing 
fast, while others imbibed water and 
then started to mold.  Through care-
ful observation, students are discov-
ering the mystery that usually only 
happens under the soil. Students are 
creating botany prints of local plants 
in watercolor, pencil, and crayon.  
The recycled object vertical garden in 
our window changes daily when new 
ideas are added to the discussion.
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Room 203
What does the end of the day mean 
for the students of Room 203? It’s 
time for Ball Star! From the moment 
Shawn brought a tennis ball to the 
rug last week, this game has been an 
instant hit in the classroom. Students 
start arranging themselves into a 
circle, with their shoes touching the 
shoes of the people on either side of 
them so that the class looks like a 
many-pointed star!
Ball Star has three simple rules: If 
you roll the ball and hit a shoe, you’re 
out! If you roll the ball out of the 
circle, you’re out! When the game has 
three people left, there is a dramatic 
change: if you roll the ball and it hits 
someone’s leg, they are out!
Ball Star is a game of perseverance 
and skill. “I’ve won six times al-
ready!” says Luis excitedly. “I won for 
the first time today!” said Typrese on 
Tuesday. Get some friends together 
and try Ball Star for yourself!
-Danny, Jenerra, & Nelly

Room 204
The Bee Squad has been discussing 
and working on showing evidence to 
support thinking in math, science, 
reading and writing.  Most recently 
we talked about evidence of hard 
work and being kind in our class-
room.  Students are beginning to be 
purposeful in finding and showing 
evidence to support their thinking 
and even challenging others to show 
evidence of what they say.  On more 
than one occasion I heard students 
ask, “What’s your evidence?” Our 
nature science activity to choose a 
plant that would be suitable to grow 
in our classroom or school environ-
ment has sparked this inquiry to find 
evidence to support the claims we 
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make. When asked how we can show 
evidence in our classroom, they will 
say to work hard and be kind. The 
Bee Squad has taken on providing 
evidence to the next level to chal-
lenge each other even their teachers 
to defend what they said. 
-Cleata & Shaina

Room 207
This year 3rd and 4th grades have 
the awesome opportunity to swim 
for 12 weeks. We go to Curtis Hall 
and enjoy the pool for 30-45 min-
utes. According to an annual report 
released by the YMCA of Greater 
Boston, “Water safety is an issue 
facing many children in Boston who 
don’t know how to swim or be safe 
around water, and are at increased 
risk for drowning or other water 
related accidents.” Laura, our well-
ness coordinator says, “As a result, 
exposing your child to the water and 
swimming in a safe environment is 
crucial.”
While our time is free swim and 
not lessons lots of things learned 

BAA students help prepare math packets for 
grade 7/8 classes during their community 
service day.
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each week. Children are learning 
to navigate in the water. Some are 
exploring with putting their faces in 
the water and overcoming the fear of 
getting water in their eyes. Others are 
practicing how to jump into the wa-
ter safely, feet first. While others are 
learning how to float and kick using 
the various water tools like floating 
dumbbells, foam noodles and float-
ing vests. During this exploration in 
the water children are also getting 
great exercise, which is an added 
healthy bonus.
-Amina & Amanda

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Stay tuned next week...
-Nakia, Manny, Elsa & Alanna

Room 215
A teach-in involves suspending 
regular schedules to focus on an issue 
that is of interest to a community. It 
is recorded that the first “teach-in” 
was held at University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor on March 24, 1965. 
Professors canceled their classes to 
participate in anti-war rallies and 
discussions. On Wednesday, our 5th 
and 6th graders spent the day dis-
cussing and learning about student 
leadership. Workshops ranged from 
developing self regulation strategies 
to building positive environments to 
becoming a powerful peace leader. 
Boston Arts Academy humanities 
teacher, Dara Bayer, and her 12 
students lead workshops. Ayla, Anne, 
Carlos and I led our own as well, and 
Nakia facilitated large group speak-
out sessions. I’ll share next week 
students’ reactions to the teach-in. 
There will be lots of content generat-
ed and explored in these workshops. 
Students will raise issues, be inspired 

to action, have questions, or may 
want to sit with ideas that become 
clearer over time. Please ask your 
child about the teach-in.
-Abdi, Cindy & Carlos

Grades 7&8

Room 213
We have a number of experts in 7th 
grade math and last week we put 
them to work.  Based on the results 
of our first MathsMate test, we knew 
we needed some time in class to 
review some of the problems.  This 
worked best with some of our experts 
leading their peers through re-teach-
ing and practice.  For example, Lynka 
and Marcus were the protractor 
experts.  They taught other students 
how to use a 90° right angle as a 
benchmark, and then to use a pro-
tractor correctly to measure acute 
and obtuse angles.  Ella taught stu-
dents how to identify a visual pattern 
and find the missing next step.  Ali 
helped students learn a sure method 
to find consecutive numbers that add 
up to a particular sum.  Both Ella and 

Ali took it upon themselves to create 
new problems for practice.  It was 
great to see so many teachers in math 
class.  I look forward to more experts 
contributing to our class’s learning.                       
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely

Room 214
Toward the end of a seventh grade 
history class, one African-Amer-
ican student asked, “why does it 
have to be Africans though?” The 
comment solicited chuckles and 
laughter. However, he was not trying 
to make a joke. He was expressing 
his discomfort with the fact that the 
first time we are discussing Africans 
in the class it was in the context of 
slavery. The comment provided me 
with another opportunity to point 
out to students that the first Africans 
in Virginia were indentured servants, 
not slaves. 
Racial identity is very present among 
the seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents. However, they lack the context 
to discuss the topic freely and open-
ly. It is common to hear one of my 
students say, “That’s racist!” or “Is it 

A Boston Arts Academy student works with Kindergarteners during a community service day.
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because I’m black?” seemingly out 
of context. I never assume that they 
are trying to be funny or provocative, 
instead I ask, “What do you mean by 
that?” The answer is usually a spring-
board to a conversation about their 
perception of race or themselves. 
I find that it is important to ask them 
to elaborate because otherwise that 
comment is left completely to inter-
pretation. 
-Reginald Toussaint 

Schoolwide News

Boston Arts Academy Volunteers
Many thanks to the three advisory 
groups of Boston Arts Academy 
students who came to MHS on 
Wednesday for a morning of 
community service. Students helped 
with a range of students in many 
roles.

Mission Hill High School 
Our next community design meeting 
is tomorrow: Saturday, October 31st, 
11am-3pm at Mission Hill School. 
Come prepared to collaborate, create 
and share dreams for a Mission Hill 
K-12 School!

Book Fair Volunteers Needed!
This year, the library Bookfair/
Fundraiser will be held from 
December 14th-18th. There will 
be a wonderful selection of books, 
but we are in great need of family 
volunteers. To find out more and sign 
up for volunteering, contact Lisa: 
lpredsosa@missionhillschool.org

Smart Smiles 
The Smart Smiles Dental Program 

is coming to MHS. This is a FREE 
dental screening program for ALL 
students. If your child does not have 
a dentist, it is highly recommended 
that you sign your child up. Forms 
will be sent home with all students 
and must be returned back to school. 
Please contact Nurse Georgie if you 
do not receive the form 617-635- 
6384, x120. 

Apprentice Learning
Over the last six weeks of preparatory 
classes we have watched as the 
first group of MHS Apprentices 
assessed their talents and abilities, 
and used that information to inform 
decisions about the types of jobs 
or careers they might choose. In 
addition, students practiced the skills 
necessary to communicate that to 
their employers. Eight eighth graders 
traveled to their apprenticeships 
today for the first time. Placements 

for this group include: 
Nazareth Child Center: Early 
Childhood Education care
Polka Dog Bakery: Retail pet food 
and supplies 
New England Baptist Hospital: 
Health care
Station 8: Hair & beauty salon
Caramello: Retail men’s clothing
To learn more about Apprentice 
Learning, visit the website: www.
apprenticelearning.org.

Apprentice Learning students ready to work!

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

Tommy Chang, Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419


