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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 January 27-29, 2016 

Mix-it-up-Week @ MHS (see flyer)
•	 February 8 & 9, 2016 

Family Conferences (see below)
•	 February 15-19, 2016 

February Break: NO SCHOOL
•	 February 22-24 

Grades 5 & 6 to Farm School 

January 22, 2016           Volume 19, Issue 14

Family Conferences on February 8th & 9th
Dear Mission Hill School Families, Friends, Students and Staff,
In a few weeks our school will honor the work of students and our family partnerships in learning by 
having Family Conferences. This will also be a great time to check in with the school nurse to say hello, 
see Courtney about summer camp information, or to see the art room in action.
February Family Conferences are different from the fall Listening Conferences. In the fall goals were set 
and teachers listened as you shared information about your child. This winter conference is student-led 
as much as the child’s age and ability permit. Your child will talk to you about the work s/he/they has 
been doing, share an element of the classroom with you, then will sit with you and the classroom teach-
er for a conversation. This takes more time than the fall listening conference. Plan to spend an hour at 
Mission Hill for each of your children. 
There will be guidance through this process. 
Student greeters will assist you and your child 
to get to the classroom on time. Teachers will 
provide you and students with directions for 
the hour. This includes questions to spark 
discussion about the student’s work.
After your family conference please complete 
a brief survey to let us know how we can im-
prove this very important time for dialogue 
about student progress led by your child.
If it is impossible for you to attend at your 
scheduled conference time, please call 
Tiffany in advance for a schedule change. 
Let’s not waste the time of any teacher by 
standing them up. If there is any issue such as 
transportation or child care that makes it difficult for you to attend, please call 617-635-6384. We may 
be able to help. Your presence means a tremendous amount to your child and his or teacher.
 
See you all in a few weeks,

June with Emelia and Paula Ogilvie during last year’s Family Conference.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
Over the long weekend, the MHS 
Faculty Council met for our annual 
winter retreat. Currently, the Faculty 
Council consists of 10 people - 
nine lead teachers plus Ayla - all of 
whom have been at MHS for at least 
1.5 years. “The Faculty Council is 
responsible for decision-making in 
all 5 areas of the Pilot Autonomies. 
This group has been created in the 
event that the school’s budget is not 
able to sustain all other staff. This will 
ensure that the school continues to 
run with the absolute necessary staff.” 
(from the retreat notes)
The retreat was full of early 
mornings, long meetings and 
deep conversations. This year we 
returned to the country house 
of Deborah Meier, our founding 
principal. Deborah was able to help 
us impart the history and democratic 
culture to newer members of the 
Faculty Council. I believe that her 
contributions and questions helped 
shore up the foundation of our 
school.  If you have questions about 
the various roles and responsibilities 
in our staff-run school, please let me 
know. I’d love to check in with you.
-Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin

Room 106
Last we we dove into our new theme. 
I started by asking the children, 
“What do you think the word China 
means?”  Warlin said, “It’s a country.”  
Yediel said, “It’s a restaurant, I went 
to China once to eat.”  Liam said, “It’s 
a very big country in Asia.” I also 
asked the Flying Birds to go home 
and ask someone what the word An-
cient means. Simeon said, “It means 
very, very, very, very, very, very, very, 
very old.” Angelina said, It means 

very old things that have never been 
found.”  
There was a theme to the answers we 
collected. For China it was this idea 
of place. For Ancient it was the idea 
of old. Liam shared that he thought 
we should look at maps to help us 
find out.  Many children suggested 
we use the computer to do some 
research.  
Upon Liam’s request I brought an 
atlas to meeting.  We used the index 
and searched alphabetically to find 
China.  We discovered it was indeed 
a place. I also told the children that 
while looking for the atlas on the 
shelf, I found a book titled China in 
our world book section of our class 
library.  
Our new findings are just the 
beginning of many more discoveries 
as we investigate Ancient China.  
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
Just before winter break, our 
classroom was focused on finding 
a name to represent who we are as 
a unit.  While names like Buzzing 
Bees and Fantastic Fins received 
many votes, Golden Seahorses and 
Snowflake Stars emerged as the true 
favorites. Last week, as our final vote 
took place, students commented on 
how many people’s names were being 
recorded on either side of the chart. 
In the end, Golden Seahorses won.
Several students cheered but when 
they looked at the people who voted 
for Snowflake Stars, it was clear that 
they were not as elated. We asked if 
they were okay with the vote or if we 
needed to merge the two names (as 
we generally do). Remarkably, each 
person was fine. However, Josie was 
on the case to make sure that the 
final result was inclusive of every-

one’s vote. “But we’re not done yet 
Ms. Jada.”, she said. “We don’t have an 
answer for when you call out Golden 
Seahorses. Last year when you said 
Princess Dragon Hot Wheels, we said 
Coqui, Coqui. Maybe when you call 
out Golden Seahorses, we can answer 
Snowflake Stars!” So said. So done.
-Jada Brown, Jo-Ann Hawkesworth & 
Mary Beth Fields

Room 109
We are studying maps in our room. 
We began by looking at some big 
maps together on the rug. I spread 
out a big map of the United States on 
the floor one day and of the World 
on another. We talked about the 
maps and students mentioned places 
that they knew or wanted to find. On 
our first look at the US map I read 
all of the state names, as I pointed 
to them, and people had a lot to 
say about places they knew or had 
visited. I’d planned for this to be a ten 

Jozianna hard at work in room 106.
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minute activity but, after thirty min-
utes, I had to insist that we stop so we 
would have time for other things on 
our schedule! The same thing hap-
pened with our look at the map of 
the World. They are fascinated by the 
maps and the opportunities to exam-
ining them...We will keep looking at 
and discussing these big maps.
-Deborah Freeman

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
“Can we play the game a different 
way?” a student asked one day during 
math. “It seems like my partner is 
getting frustrated.” This is just one 
example of how the children have 
learned to understand each other’s 
differences and make changes to 
their reactions or responses. For 
some of us, this adjustment comes 
more easily than for others. Some 
of the students need reminders each 
time they interact with their peers 
while others have figured out how 
to give just the right level of sup-
port to their peers to help them feel 
welcomed and successful. Learning 
how to work with and interact with 
all different types of people is such 
an important skill that we continue 
to improve with each new experi-
ence and each new person we spend 
time with. This is why our class has 
open conversations and reflection 
times about our work together as a 
community. How did it go? What 
worked well in your group? What 
was hard about working in a group 
with other people? How did you two 
work out your different ideas? What 
could you do if....? Through these 
discussions children hear from each 
other different ways of working with 
a variety of people and different ways 
to solve problems. Even though we 

all bring different skills when includ-
ing others, we are lucky that Mission 
Hill welcomes many different types 
of people from whom we can learn. 
-Ashleigh L’Heureux
Room 212
We have started the new year by 
looking at models and maps, in 
preparation for our study of ancient 
China. We started by drawing our 
houses and then looking at the pic-
tures the children made 3D models 
of their houses using kapla blocks 
and paper.  We are now talking about 
maps, thinking about what is the 
purpose of a map and how is a map 
different from a picture? The children 
made maps of rooms in their  hous-
es using doll furniture and blocks. 
They then drew their map/ model on 
paper and came to the understanding 
that one of the special things about 
maps is that they have an aerial view.  
We will continue to explore maps 
this week. Some great books to look 
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up at the library are:  As the Crow 
Flies and Mapping Penny’s World.
-Suzanne Brown
Room 217
Room 217 is starting our theme 
study of Ancient China focusing on 
map making. Our cartography studio 
has been busy learning about the 
cardinal directions, compass roses, 
perspective and bird’s eye view, keys, 
continents, and countries. We began 
by drawing maps of our classroom. It 
can be so hard to think about a bird’s 
eye view! Our second drafts looked 
like blueprints of the classroom. We 
used the critique process to help 
our friends improve their cartogra-
phy skills. During project time, we 
created huge maps of the world and 
China.   
Next week we will begin learning 
about Chinese culture. My sister Al-
lie will be coming in to teach us Chi-
nese calligraphy and get our class-
room ready for a Chinese New Year 
celebration in February. Allie studied 
Mandarin at Middlebury College 
and went to Beijing. She bought us 
calligraphy pens and ink stones in 
Shanghai on a recent business trip 
(and Blueberries for Sal and the Very 
Hungry Caterpillar in Mandarin!). 
We can’t wait to begin.
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Rooms 203
Last semester Danny, my former 
student teacher, introduced Question 
of the Day to us. Each day he pre-
sented a question on the board and 
as students arrived in the morning, 
they answered the question. Those 
answers were compiled into books 
and added to our library.
As we move into Ancient China, we 

Milo and Thatcher’s marble run.
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have changed Question of the Day 
into Proverb of the Day. A Chinese 
proverb is given each day. As stu-
dents arrive in the morning, they 
write down what they think the prov-
erb means and place it in a basket. 
We read them together at our morn-
ing meeting and decipher the hidden 
meaning of the proverb and think 
about how it can helpful in our lives.  
Below is a recent proverb and some 
of the answers students from The DJ 
Room (our new class name!) shared:  
“It is difficult to get off a tiger’s back.”
It is difficult to get off a fight. Rafael
It’s hard to get away with things. 
Braxton
Doing something hard has it’s own 
consequences. Peter
It is difficult to stop people from 
suspecting you. Lukas
If you do something hard, it’s even 
harder to stop. Zuhri
You are invited to stop by The DJ 
Room any morning to read and 
answer the Proverb of the Day!
-Jenerra Williams & Mychaela Kelly

Room 204
The Bee Squad has expanded dra-
matically over the last few weeks. 
The new year begins with the class 
welcoming a few new members to 
the Bee Squad family. We welcome 
our student teacher Mr. Danny, Ms. 
Shaina’s new baby girl, and most 
recently, Hamse’s baby sister! We also 
welcome Ms. Yesenia as she begins 
her full time student internship for 
the semester.  Adding new members 
to a family means that we have to 
learn how to make adjustments to 
make everyone feel comfortable and 
included. Adjustments include mak-
ing new space, sharing space, and 
getting to know the new members 

and showing them our expectations. 
This also means adjustments to our 
behavior, preferences, and attitudes; 
as a family we have to accommo-
date our new additions so they feel 
welcome and that they belong. If you 
come by to room 204, you will notice 
some of the changes we have made 
to our class. We are excited about the 
changes and we look forward to even 
more additions to our Bee Squad!
-Cleata, Danny & Yesenia

Room 207
On Monday, I had the opportunity 
to attend the 46th Annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Memorial Breakfast, 
“The nation’s oldest commemoration 
of the life and legacy of Dr. King.” 
With me were several colleagues 
and teenagers from my camp- Bos-
ton Explorers. We listened intently 
as Governor Baker, Mayor Walsh, 
Senators Warren, Markey, Chang-Di-
az, Attorney General Healey and 
Keynote Speaker, Dr. Ruth Simmons 
(former president of Brown Univer-
sity) spoke of how Dr. King’s work 
is still necessary and much needed, 
almost 48 years after his death.

While the teens were all impressed 
to be in the same room with so many 
political figures, they were also able 
to talk about what they heard in the 
speeches. Gavin, a former Mission 
Hill Student said, “Good ideas need 
to have the backing of the people”. 
“You must be accountable for your 
actions and know when to stand 
up for what is right.” said another 
teenager. My son, James, who is also 
a MHS alum said “Everyone has 
to work together to achieve a main 
goal.”
We teach these concepts at MHS ev-
eryday through academics and social 
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interactions. While there is still much 
work to do to better our society, I am 
comforted in knowing that current 
MHS students, alumni and other 
teenagers alike are being prepared to 
take up this important work.
 -Amina Michel-Lord & Amanda 
McCarthy

Grades 5&6

Room 210
5th grade math students are working 
on expanded notations with deci-
mals. Below is an image of Jhayden 
and Laylah working together.
-Nakia, Manny, & Elsa

Room 215
Theme project proposals when led 
by students are important in their 
variety and originality; students’ in-
dividual interests, ways of organizing 
knowledge, and modes of expression 
emerge during these brainstorm 
conversations. For our study of 
ancient China, students are propos-
ing to build a 3D model of the Great 
Wall of China, to re-create weapons 
and armour, to stage a festival of Qin 
and Han Dynasties, and to reprint 
ancient Chinese symbols on T-shirts. 
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We will keep you posted on the status 
of our projects. 
-Abdi, Carlos, & Cindy

Grades 7&8

Room 213
The 2016 Mathematics Challenge is 
on in the 7th and 8th grades. Care to 
join in the fun? Using the four digits 
of the year (2, 0, 1, and 6) and any 
operations, try to write equations 
that have the numbers from 0 to 
100 as the answer. Here are some 
examples: 
 2 + 0 + 1 + 6 = 9      
6/2 + (0 x 1) = 3   
 (9 x 6)/2 + 1 = 28. 
That’s three numbers from our 0 to 
100 list done, only 98 to go!
The equation for each number 0 
through 100 and the name of the 
first person to get it will be posted 
in Room 213.  Alternate solutions 
and their authors will also be posted.  
How long do you think it will take us 
to find an equation for each number?  
Is it even possible?
We’d really be stuck if we only used 
the four basic operations of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and 
division. Square roots, exponents, 
factorials, and grouping symbols are 
all math ideas we’ll need to make all 
the numbers on our list. For many of 
us, these are cool new ideas to learn. 
Last week, some natural teaching 
opportunities arose as kids debated 
whether a particular equation really 
“worked” when all the math rules 
were applied. It’s clear that, although 
sometimes helpful, a realistic context 

is not always needed to engage 
students in learning math.                                                                         
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely 

Room 214
We are previewing books for our 
book groups. Ella and Derricka are 
taking turns reading from What My 
Girlfriend Does Not Know. Students 
are scattered around the room, read-
ing various books. Dario comes to 
my desk and says,  “Hey Reginald, I 
know what I want to read. This book 
called, Ready Player One. I’ve wanted 
to read this book for a while.”
A few students complained that they 
do not like any of the books they 
have to choose from. I asked them 
what which books they’d recom-
mend. Which led to few students 
are lobbying to include their favorite 

books as one of the books we read. 
So far, there have been a few good 
suggestions that were off my radar 
that I have added to the pool of 
books we will choose from. 
The book groups are always a lot of 
fun but there is an extra level of ex-
citement around the fact that a few of 
the books were student choice.   
-Reginald Toussaint 

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

Tommy Chang, Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419

Alex learning how to snowboard in Burton’s 
Chill program.



 

Meeting Dates for 2015-16 School Year (Thursdays at Richard Murphy School - Dorchester - 7-9pm) 
October 1     October 29     November 12     January 28     February 25     March 31     April 28     May 19 

Boston SpedPac Contact Info:  Email: email@bostonspedpac.org  Phone: (617) 297-7335 
Website: http://www.bostonspedpac.org   Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BostonSPEDPAC   YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/BostonSpedPac 

Parents/Guardians of Children with Special Needs 
The BPS Special Education Parent Advisory Council (SpedPac) 

invites you to attend our  

Special Needs Resource Fair 
 

When:  Thursday, January 28, 2016    6:30 - 8:30pm 

Where: Leahy-Halloran Community Center  

(next to Richard J. Murphy School) 

1 Worrell St.  Dorchester, MA  02122 

The fair will host these organizations that provide valuable resources 
and services for children, young adults and beyond: 

Adaptive Sports New England 
Autism Insurance Resource Center 

Boston Medical Center Autism Program 
Boston Sensory Solutions 

Boys and Girls Club of Dorchester 
Boys and Girls Club of South Boston 

BPS Community Based Health Initiative 
BPS Office of Family Engagement 

Brighton YMCA 
Camp Shriver 

Child Therapy in Boston 
Easter Seals 

Empowering People for Inclusive Communities – EPIC 
Exceptional Lives 

Federation for Children with Special Needs 
Franciscan Hospital for Children 

Harbor Health Services, Mattapan  
House of Possibilities 

Lurie Center for Autism 
Mass Advocates for Children 
Massachusetts Family Ties 

Mass Rehabilitation Commission 
Partners for Youth with Disabilities 

River Financial Group, LLC, 
SMART Executive Functioning Program 

SenseAbility Gym 
Shriver Center UMASS Medical 

Technology for Autism Now 
The Women’s Table 

Thomas Menino YMCA Hyde Park 
Toward Independent Living and Learning – TILL 

Urban Pride 
Ways 2 Go Travel Training 

Work, Inc. 
You’re With Us 

and More.... 

 
 
Childcare is available upon request.  Please reserve childcare only at least 3 days prior to each meeting by contacting: 

Boston SpedPac at:   email@bostonspedpac.org   or (617) 297-7335 
Spanish translation is available upon request and light refreshments will be served 

The Richard Murphy School is accessible by public transportation:   MBTA Trip Planner   Google 
Fields Corner Station – Red Line and the 210 Bus  

mailto:email@bostonspedpac.org
http://www.bostonspedpac.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BostonSPEDPAC
http://www.youtube.com/user/BostonSpedPac
mailto:email@bostonspedpac.org
http://mbta.com/rider_tools/trip_planner/?sa=e.g.+South+Station&sLocation=&sMultiple=&ea=1+worrell+st+dorchester%2525252C+MA+&eLocation=42.29452850000001%2525253A%2525253A-71.0494046&eMultiple=&Arr=A&time=04%2525253A38+PM&sDate=9%2525252F15%2525252F2014&mode=A&Min=T&Walkdist=0.50&x=48&y=7
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Richard+J.+Murphy+School/@42.2987812,-71.0561914,17z/data=!4m19!1m16!4m15!1m6!1m2!1s0x89e37a78b10d0059:0xe9e55dc05180e7e4!2sSouth+Station+Bus+Terminal,+700+Atlantic+Ave,+Boston,+MA!2m2!1d-71.055724!2d42.350187!1m6!1m2!1s0x89e37b75523725f3:0x3ba17809031b0c7b!2s1+Worrell+St,+Boston,+MA+02122!2m2!1d-71.0490043!2d42.2932919!3e3!3m1!1s0x0:0xbc4835c892fbfb1f?hl=en


 

Meeting Dates for 2015-16 School Year (Thursdays at Richard Murphy School - Dorchester - 7-9pm) 
October 1     October 29     November 12     January 28     February 25     March 31     April 28     May 19 

Boston SpedPac Contact Info:  Email: email@bostonspedpac.org  Phone: (617) 297-7335 
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Padres / Tutores de Niños con Necesidades Especiales 
 

Hay más de 11.300 niños en los IEP en el Sistema de Escuelas Públicas de Boston (BPS). Tenemos que trabajar 
juntos para tener una voz colectiva en asuntos de educación especial. El Consejo Asesor de Padres de BPS  
Educación Especial (SpedPac) le invita a asistir a nuestra Junta General: 

 
Cuándo: Jueves 28 de enero 2016  6:30 - 8:30 pm  
 
Dónde:   Leahy - Halloran Centro Comunitario (junto a Richard J. Murphy School ) 

1 Worrell St.  Dorchester, MA  02122 

 

Necesidades Especiales Feria de Recursos 
 

La feria acogerá a estas organizaciones que proporcionan valiosos recursos  
y servicios para los niños, adultos jóvenes y más allá: 

 

Adaptive Sports New England 
Autism Insurance Resource Center 

Boston Medical Center Autism Program 
Boston Sensory Solutions 

Boys and Girls Club of Dorchester 
Boys and Girls Club of South Boston 

BPS Community Based Health Initiative 
BPS Office of Family Engagement 

Brighton YMCA 
Camp Shriver 

Child Therapy in Boston 
Easter Seals 

Empowering People for Inclusive Communities – EPIC 
Exceptional Lives 

Federation for Children with Special Needs 
Franciscan Hospital for Children 

Harbor Health Services, Mattapan 
House of Possibilities 

Lurie Center for Autism 
Mass Advocates for Children 
Massachusetts Family Ties 

Mass Rehabilitation Commission 
Partners for Youth with Disabilities 

River Financial Group, LLC, 
SMART Executive Functioning Program 

SenseAbility Gym 
Shriver Center UMASS Medical 

Technology for Autism Now 
The Women’s Table 

Thomas Menino YMCA Hyde Park 
Toward Independent Living and Learning  – TILL 

Urban Pride 
Ways 2 Go Travel Training 

Work, Inc. 
You’re With Us 

y más 

 
La Escuela Murphy Richard es accesible por transporte público : 
Los campos Estación Corner - Línea Roja y el 210 autobús 
Cuidado de niños está disponible a petición. Por favor reservar cuidado de niños Sólo al menos 3 días antes de 
cada reunión poniéndose en contacto con Boston SpedPac en:  email@bostonspedpac.org   o (617) 297-7335 
Traducción al español está disponible a petición en todas las reuniones y refrescos se servirán. 

mailto:email@bostonspedpac.org
http://www.bostonspedpac.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BostonSPEDPAC
http://www.youtube.com/user/BostonSpedPac
mailto:email@bostonspedpac.org



