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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Monday, March 14, ALL DAY 

Family Conferences (Rescheduled)
•	 Thursday, March 17 

NO SCHOOL: Evacuation Day
•	 Friday, March 25 

NO SCHOOL: Good Friday
•	 Thursday, March 31, 9:15-10:15 am 

Ancient China Curriculum Breakfast
•	 Friday, April 1, 6-9:00 pm 

Family Movie Night! (see page 6 & flyer) 

March 11, 2016           Volume 19, Issue 19
Unto Whom Much is Given

Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Family, Students, and Staff,

Did you ever get the feeling you were supposed to take action about something because of recurring ideas in 

your life? This week’s letter to you was inspired by a series of events about giving that I recently experienced. I 
attended a conference about inclusion two weeks ago. At the conference one of our presenters spoke about the 
low expectations for contribution that able people generally have of people with disabilities. He reminded us that 
everyone is capable of making a contribution to another person, their family or community in some way. We 
should expect this of everyone.

Our custodian shared a frustration with our staff this week. Students 
drop food and other items, without picking them up. I too walk 
around the building picking up dropped food, paper towels and milk 
cartons. Our staff committed to teaching and reminding students 
to do their part to contribute to our community. They need to clean 
up after themselves and assist those that are less able. Even those of 
us that are very young or that have difficulty using our hands can be 
part in a meaningful way.

My mother reminded me that when we think of what we are “given”, 
we often think of material wealth and comforts. However, there are 
many intangible “things” that we have. It’s important to remember 
those things. Perhaps you have a great memory. Do you help those 
that are forgetful? Perhaps you have physical strength? Do you help 
those that are weak?Perhaps you are good reaching goals. Do you 
help others reach their goals? 

At Mission Hill we talk about students getting what they need. That 
implies that they are continual receivers. In a variety of ways, teach-
ers plan and provide learning experiences that promote growth that 
speak to individual students as well as the group. What about students giving some of what they have to address 
the needs of others and the general community? I’m talking about the capabilities of our students paired with 
empathy and generosity. Everyone has something to give.

In a world of speed and consumption, taking stock of our abilities in order to help others goes against what some 
elements of our society tell us. I think it’s important to talk to our children about this. They are bombarded by 
language and images telling them to consume, take, the one that gets the most is the winner. There is little to 
no positive recognition of giving. We may need to teach them how to give, to replace other lessons they have 
learned. Teaching them is also a great reminder to ourselves.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
Oh, lovely mud!
The spring-like weather has given us 
many chances to play with one of the 
best open-ended play props ever in-
vented - mud! The Otters have been 
thrilled with all the mud they have 
been able to use in their imaginative 
play outdoors. Mud pies, mud cakes 
and mud soup have all been part of 
the play. Mud handprints as well! 
Experimenting with texture and 
consistency has been engaging - as 
children include a range of natural 
ingredients (dirt, water, grasses and 
bark for example) in their work. 
You may see extra mud on clothes, 
boots and shoes - and around our 
classroom - please embrace the mess 
and all the joyful learning that comes 
along with it! 
-Geralyn McLaughlin & Donna 
Winder

Room 106
Some new friends came to visit our 
class. These friends were not of the 
human kind. At first we were not 

sure what they were. We observed 
them to see if we could learn about 
them. We had four different guesses 
as to what they might be. Ladybugs, 
crickets, grasshoppers, and a praying 
mantis were all in the running. Melly 
brought in books and information on 
all of the insects they had suggested.  
While observing some more and 
conducting research, the children 
discovered that our new friends are 
crickets. I asked, “Are you sure?  How 
do you know?” Here is what we know 
about our crickets friends. They are 
brown. They have wings. They chirp. 
They have stripes on their backs.  
The children then asked questions 
that they want to answer. Darby and 
Neli want to know, “Why are crick-
ets so important to China?” Simeon 
asked, “Do they hop?” Jediah asked, 
“Do crickets fly?”
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
“That’s like our Great Wall.” “It’s like 
chopsticks!”
This week, while continuing to listen 
to factual information about ancient 
China during rest time, we learned 
the following:
-In ancient China people practiced 
Daoism, Confucianism and 

Buddhism.
-The Ying and the Yang represent a 
balance of darkness and light.
-The Chinese built boats that traveled 
the Yangtze and the Yellow rivers.
-China was separated into many 
provinces that were always at war. 
The first emperor (Qin) united those 
regions.
-During Emperor Qin’s rule, the 
Great Wall was built and the compass 
and paper were created. Standard-
ized systems of writing, weights and 
measurement also emerged.
-Farmers digging wells were the first 
to find the terracotta soldiers.
-While the terracotta soldiers were 
made of clay, they were painted in 
vibrant colors. Exposure to light 
during excavation caused the paint 
to strip away. (Helpful to know as we 
continue building our replica).
While we may not know everything 
there is to know about the Great Wall 
of China, the terracotta soldiers or 
Chinese culture, every day we learn 
something new and the Golden 
Seahorses are making connections.
-Jada Brown, Jo-Ann Hawkesworth & 
Mary Beth Fields

Room 109
One of our projects is looking closely 

Mud! Lovely mud!

Exploring crickets in room 106.
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at non-fiction source materials for 
our learning and our projects. In 
looking closely at images, of the 
Great Wall of China, students noticed 
the environment and background. 
So we are working on a mural to go 
around the block area where we are 
building the Great Wall. One mural 
includes tall, tall trees and another 
includes mountains and sky. We’ll 
keep working on the wall using the 
surroundings as a backdrop and in-
spirational photos for our designs.
Our dragon is starting to take shape. 
We put together a large cut paper 
dragon based on illustrations we 
found in books. Now students are 
designing the dragon features: teeth, 
feet, fire! Students are undecided on 
the best way to make wings (some 
being not sure if the dragon needs 
wings or not.) We’ll decide together 
and soon you’ll see the dragon mak-
ing an appearance on our walls.
-Deborah Freeman

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
The Tiny City became captivated 
with the story, The Magic Paintbrush, 
by Julia Donaldson. We have decided 
to create a class play to re-enact the 
story of a girl, Shen, who is given a 
magic paintbrush, and everything 
she paints comes to life. When decid-
ing who would play which character, 
five students wanted to play the role 
of Shen. I asked the class how we 
should decide who gets to be Shen. 
Many students shared ideas such as 
saying eeny, meeny, miny, mo, having 
everyone vote, putting the names in a 
hat and pulling one out, to have some 
children share the role, rock paper 
scissors, and to let everyone be that 
role. In the end, we decided that two 
people could share the role of Shen 

and we would decide which two 
people that would be by pulling two 
names out of a bowl. It was interest-
ing to watch the process unfold and 
really let the students have a voice in 
how their class project would hap-
pen. Although, some students were 
disappointed initially, we have been 
busy practicing lines, creating cos-
tumes and props, as well as painting 
the backdrop. We’re looking forward 
to sharing our performance with 
you at the family breakfast on March 
31st.   
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 212
After a week back our newly shaped 
classroom community is settling in. 
I look forward to seeing you on the 
14th for family conferences so we 
can all catch up on the changes. We 
are wrapping up our unit on Ancient 
China and I look forward to seeing 
you all on March 31st for our cur-
riculum breakfast. The focus of our 
next unit World of Work will be on 
cooking. Some of our best commu-
nity building exercises this past year, 
have been our cooking projects and 
I would like to develop this further. 

Classroom news

I also think that it would be a won-
derful opportunity for children to 
experience work that is measured by 
how it nurtures people rather than 
just being paid work.
-Suzanne Brown
Room 217
Last week I read a story at read aloud 
time that engaged almost every child 
in my room through the duration 
of the story. They were entranced by 
the pictures and the large words that 
they didn’t understand. Kids hands 
were shooting up to ask questions, 
make comments, and answer one an-
other’s questions. The book is called 
The Silk Princess. It’s a story of the 
legend of how silk was discovered. As 
the story goes, a young princess was 
sitting under a tree when a silkworm 
fell into her teacup. When she pulled 

A tower built in room 204.
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it out, a long thread dragged behind 
it. The princess wanted to know how 
long the thread was.  Her mother tied 
the silkworm around the princess’ 
waist and told her to walk away to 
see how far the thread would go. The 
princess went on a great adventure. 
She came across a weaver making 
silk. He told her that he had just run 
out of his last thread so he used some 
of hers to create the beautiful fabric. 
When the princess got back to her 
family, she described the silk. Her 
father the Emperor decided that all 
of the future royal garments would 
be made of this fine fabric. 
The children loved the story so we 
have begun creating a wall in our 
classroom to teach others about 
the story of the Silk Princess. Some 
students are creating cherry blossoms 
for our tree, others are drawing the 
Silk Princess, others are summariz-
ing the story, and others are working 
with materials to make silkworm. 
Come by room 217 to learn about 
the Silk Princess.
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Rooms 203
This week was our last week of 
swimming. Every Tuesday, for 
Wellness, The DJ Room walked a 
block to the Curtis Hall Community 
Center to swim. Every week, a 
student teacher and/or another MHS 
adult would take them. This week, 
as my interns were on Spring Break, 
I took my class to swimming. It was 
their last time, but my first. What a 
treat! Here are some observations I 
made as I watched:
Maya M. loves jumping into the pool.
Rui enjoys swimming alone.
Marquell likes going under the water.
Shawnmathew likes making up 

games to play in the pool.
Anna likes swimming under the 
water.
Peter is completely at ease in the 
water.
Skye is still a little nervous in the 
water.
Nevaeh likes doing flips in the water.
Gianna is all smiles in the pool.
It was so much fun to watch them 
enjoy the water and each other. It 
also made me begin to think about 
the warmer days of Spring ahead! 
The DJ Room is looking forward to 
our next Wellness cycle - biking!
-Jenerra Williams & Mychaela Kelly

Room 204
What should the role of play be in 
our classroom? Students request 
Project Time often and rejoice 
when it happens, but including 
it in our schedule while trying to 
cover literacy, math, and theme 
work can be so difficult. However, 
after having a talk with Jenerra 
about play’s integral role in Mission 
Hill’s philosophy, we decided to 
commit ourselves to finding ways 
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to incorporate more play in our 
classroom. It was with an open mind 
about play and choice that we began 
our Han Dynasty projects, giving 
students freedom of choice for their 
activity and complete autonomy 
over what they would produce. We 
saw so many exciting things: Liam 
and Kelise constructed a large tower 
which also functioned as a marble 
run. Brian and Adler created a six 
foot long kite in the shape of a drag-
on! Yeilyvette, Azaria, and Micah 
wrote a book of math tips and words 

The DJ Room swimming during Wellness at Curtis Hall.
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Classroom news

of support for students who may feel 
insecure about their math abilities. 
Students created wonderful projects, 
and they had fun making them. We 
look forward to continuing simul-
taneous play and learning in Room 
204!
-Cleata, Danny & Yesenia

Room 207
Room 207 has started a new 
classroom routine as a part of our 
Ancient China study. The routine 
is called the proverb of the week. 
A proverb is a short saying stating 
general truth or piece of advice. The 
proverb this week was, “What you 
do not wish for yourself, do not do 
to others,” -Confucius. The students 
reflect about the proverb and write or 
illustrate what they think it means. 
Some students wrote: “if you do 
something to someone, they might 
do it back,” and “treat others the way 
you want to be treated.” We had a 
discussion about the way that people 
wanted to be treated. Students named 
words such as respect and kind-
ness. The conversation then led to 
giving advice, “if you do something 
to someone, they might do it back,” 
and “don’t get mad about something 
you started or you did.” We kept this 
proverb in our minds throughout 
the week; it helped to solve problems 
between friends and peers.
Amanda & Amina

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Stay tuned next week!
-Nakia, Manny, & Elsa

Room 215
The beautiful mistress has died and 
Wu Emperor of the Han Dynasty, 
about 2000 years ago, is inconsol-
able. A minister, desperate to relief 

the King’s suffering, searches to find 
a cure. He comes across children 
playing with dolls and is struck by 
the life-like shadows of the dolls on 
a wall, as the sun sets. He stages a 
show; the dolls’ shadows are animat-
ed on a curtain which the Emperor 
sees. The shadow of his beloved mis-
tress is enough to console him. That 
is the story of how shadow puppetry 
began. They were made of paper and 
the skins of donkeys and cows.
The FireFlies have created their own 
versions using construction paper, 
gold Sharpies and decorative paper. 
Visit Room 215 and have a look at 
their shadow puppets and other 
explorations of our Ancient China 
theme.
--The FireFlies, Abdi & Carlos      

Grades 7&8

Room 213
Letter Writing Week. Great ideas 
are often simple. Write a letter, 
get a letter. Of course, a lot of 
organizational work goes on behind 

the scenes to make it all happen. But 
the joy it brings is real.
It starts with every member of the 
Mission Hill community answering 
a few questions about themselves 
in a written questionnaire. Then, a 
few days later, each person receives 
the questionnaire of another person 
and the instructions to use the 
ideas on the questionnaire to write 
a letter to that person. Simple and 
straightforward. 
The questionnaire serves not only to 
connect two letter writers, but also 
to address the feeling of not knowing 
what to write to someone you might 
not know. You have some informa-
tion about the person to get you 
started, and they in turn have infor-
mation about you.
The excitement when the “mail” is 
delivered is real. Kids eagerly read 
their letters, and exchange to read 
others. Hopefully, the letters serve 
to connect the writers as they see 
each other around school through-
out the day. Letter Writing Week-a 

Tandin and Nora rehearse their shadow box play.
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Classroom news

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

Tommy Chang, Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419

great Mission Hill yearly community 
building event!                                                                            
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely 

Room 214
There are so many ways for people 
to demonstrate what they know. 
Recently, I asked students to to show 
me what they’ve learned by writing 
a skit, a news report or a short film 
about the causes of the American 
Revolution. 
Most people chose to write a news 
report but a few chose alternative 
assignments like creating a 
Revolutionary War game board and 
creating a map of Paul Revere’s ride. 
To prepare, we watched clips of local 
and national news reports. The final 
results gave me a good idea what 
students know and don’t know about 
the various skirmishes between the 
colonists and the British government. 
The projects also had the benefit 
of allowing students to be funny, 
sarcastic and even serious in a way 
that an essay would not. It was also a 
lot of fun. I plan on assigning similar 
projects in the future.  
-Reginald Toussaint 

Schoolwide News

Family Conferences
Family Conferences have been 
rescheduled for Monday, March 
14, 2016. If you haven’t already, you 
should be receiving a notice of you 
and your child’s (or children’s) time 
and date. If it is impossible for you to 
attend at your scheduled conference 
time, please call Tiffany in advance 
for a schedule change. If there is any 

issue such as transportation or child 
care that makes it difficult for you to 
attend, please call 617-635-6384. We 
may be able to help.

Register NOW for Youth Soccer
The JP Youth Soccer Teams 
registration is in full swing. Register 
online by March 15th here: www.
jpyouthsoccer.org/. Practices are at 
English High School and registra-
tion fees are flexible. Please contact 
Courtney if you have trouble regis-
tering.

Family Movie Night
Movie Night will be Friday, April 
1st from 6-9 in the MHS audito-
rium. The main movie will be the 

DreamWorks feature “Home”.
Please plan to help out and/or come 
to this fun event! We need volunteers 
to help get food donations, make 
posters to advertise, set up, operate 
the AV equipment, work at the event 
and help clean up.
Tickets will be for sale at the door 
for those who are able to contribute.  
Food will be available for sale as well. 
This has been our biggest fundrais-
er in the last few years and is also a 
great night to get together with MHS 
folks you know and to meet some 
new people.

Ayla delivers the mail in her special hat during Letter Writing Week.







Roxbury
(District 7)
Wednesday, March 2nd, 2016
6:30pm-8pm  
Kroc Center 
650 Dudley St, Boston, MA 02125

Hyde Park
(District 5)
Wednesday, March 9th, 2016
6:30pm-8pm
Hyde Park Community Center
1179 River St, Hyde Park, MA 02136

Allston/Brighton
(District 9)
Saturday, March 12th, 2016
10am-11:30am
Brighton Public Library
40 Academy Hill Road, Brighton, 02135

Jamaica Plain/West Roxbury/Roslindale
(District 6)
Tuesday, March 15, 2016
6:30pm-8pm
Weld Research Building, 
Arnold Arboretum
1300 Centre St, Boston, MA 02131

South Boston/South End/Chinatown
(District 2)
Monday, March 21st, 2016
6:30pm-8pm
Condon Community Center
200 D St, South Boston, MA 02127

CITY COUNCILLOR TITO JACKSON 
Chair, Boston City Council Commitee on Education

and CITY COUNCILLOR ANNISSA ESSAIBI GEORGE
Vice Chair, Boston City Council Committee on Education
invite you to attend a series of 

TOWN HALLS for
BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS PARENTS

East Boston
(District 1)
Saturday, February 27, 2016
3pm-4:30pm
East Boston Public Library
365 Bremen St, Boston, MA 02128

Fenway/Mission Hill
(District 8)
Saturday, March 5th, 2016
3pm-4:30pm
Tobin Community Center 
1481 Tremont St, Roxbury, MA 02120

Mattapan/South Dorchester
(District 4)
Thursday, March 10th, 2016 
6:00pm-7:30pm
Mattapan Public Library
1350 Blue Hill Avenue, 
Mattapan, MA 02126

Dorchester
(District 3)
Monday, March 14th, 2016
6:30pm-8pm
Adams Street Public Library
690 Adams St, Dorchester, MA 02122

North End/Charlestown
(District 1)
Saturday, March 19th, 2016
3pm-4:30pm
Nazzaro Community Centre
30 North Bennet St, Boston, MA 02113



MHS MOVIE NIGHT!
Movie Night will be Friday, April 1st from 6-9 in the MHS auditorium.  Come and see 
some Pixar shorts (appropriate for all ages) and the DreamWorks feature "Home".

Please plan to come to this fun event!  Those who are able to contribute can make a $5 
donation per adult and $3 per child.  Food will be available for sale at the event.  This is 
a great night to get together with MHS folks you know and to meet some new people.

MHS NOCHE DE PELÍCULA!
Noche de película será el viernes 1 ª abril a partir de 6-9 en el auditorio de MHS. 
Venir y ver algunos películas cortas de Pixar (apropiado para todas las edades) y la 
función de DreamWorks "Home".

Por favor haga planes para venir a este evento divertido! Aquellos que son capaces de 
contribuir puede hacer una donación de $ 5 por adulto y $ 3 por niño. Alimentos estará 
disponible a la venta en el evento. Esta es una gran noche para reunirse con la gente 
que conoces y MHS a conocer gente nueva.


