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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 

•	 April 18-22, 2016 
Spring Break: NO SCHOOL

•	 Monday, April 25, 2016 
Grades 1&2 to Farm School

•	 Tuesday, April 26, 2016 
Grades 3 & 4 to Farm School 
 

April 15, 2016           Volume 19, Issue 23

So Many Questions About the World of Work These Days

Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students and Staff,

I struggled to wrap my my head around this week’s newsletter about our next theme, The World of Work. There 
are so many questions to explore. What is work? What is the difference between a job and work? What is mean-
ingful work? How important is passion? How do we determine whether a job is well done? What does it mean to 
be ready for a career? What determines success? In our changing world, what jobs are available today and what 
will they look like in the future? What about all the talk about jobs and the economy in the political campaigns 
these days? With all these questions floating through my mind, I really wasn’t sure where to start. Then it hit me. 
During our staff professional development this week Ann, Reginald, and Jeanne led our thinking about upcom-
ing seventh and eighth grade portfolio presentations.

Although we were talking more about readiness for 
high school, our conversations aligned with thinking 
about the future. The MHS portfolio process is about 
four things-evidence of growth over time, celebration 
of work, to fulfill the graduation requirement, and to 
review evidence that a student is ready for high school. 
Each one of these things prepares our students for high 
school, but it also prepares them for whatever job they’ll 
have in the future.

In this last theme of the school year we will explore 
different career possibilities. We will learn about what 
qualifications are needed for certain jobs. We will also 
learn about working in America. There are some beauti-
ful possibilities in the unique professions many Ameri-
cans have. There are also many sad stories about struggle 
and powerful stories of revolution in the workforce. Is it all creates the fabric of America.

A few years ago when we when we studied this topic adults brought in photographs of themselves when they 
were children and wrote down their first jobs with they wanted to be when they grew up. I hope we can do this 
again. It was fun trying to guess who belonged to which photo and imagining each other with very different ca-
reers. I’m thankful that we’ve grown from those earlier jobs and all landed here at Mission Hill School together. 
It’s our different passions and all those original threads that make our staff such an interesting and diverse group 
of people.

MHS alums, Sela Winder and Malick Niane, interview Mayor Meni-
no during the World of Work in 2004.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
We have jumped into the school 
wide theme of “World of Work” with 
great enthusiasm! Last week we took 
a walk around the neighborhood 
to do preliminary research about 
the businesses in our community 
and the jobs we saw people doing. 
Elian’s mom helped us by writing 
down everything we saw. Back in the 
classroom, our research also includes 
the non-fiction book Jobs People 
Do by DK Publishers, as well as the 
fiction books What Do People Do All 
Day and Busy, Busy Town by Richard 
Scarry. This week we began creating 
our own “town” in the classroom. 
Students listed their top choices to 
be included in the town, and then we 
got to work. So far, this town (yet to 
be named) has an ice-cream shop, a 
grocery store, a hospital, a pie shop, 
and a bus stop.  Stop by when you 
can! If anyone has small sized scrubs, 
pie tins, or other donations for the 
town, please let us know! 
-Geralyn & Donna

Room 106
The countdown to Farm School has 
begun in room 106. The Flying Birds 
are excited. We leave May 5th and 
head to Athol, MA. The trip is long 
and well worth it-this is my favorite 
field trip at Mission Hill school. Al-
most every child in the entire school 
goes at some point during the year.  
The fifth and sixth graders sleep over, 
but we go for a day trip. For many 
students it is their first encounter 
with a farm. They see gardens where 
the farm grows food that they sell 
at farmer’s markets and use in their 
CSA program. Children weed and 
plant in the garden.  
While at the farm children do other 

chores as well. They feed cows, goats, 
chickens, pigs, and sometimes the 
horses. Sometimes they bottle feed 
baby animals.  
I love the Farm School so much 
because all children have an 
opportunity to feel successful. 
Children take risks and see them-
selves in a new light.  
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
It was great seeing our families at last 
weeks’ China curriculum breakfast. 
As our students shared their knowl-
edge about China, did fan dances 
to Chinese bamboo flute music, 
watched a slideshow chronicling 
our adventures and listened to their 
retelling of the class favorite The 
Weaving of a Dream, I was content 
that we had made enough Chinese 
connections to the outside world. 
However, on our visit to the Aviation 
Expo, what did our wondering eyes 
behold but KITES! Students quickly 
made connections and asked ques-
tions about their varied shapes.  

Here are a few of our reflections:
“I saw a lot of big airplanes. “
“It was fun.”
“It was cool sitting in the airplane.”
I liked …
... the kites.
… the rescue helicopter.
… riding in the airplane that only 
has one person driving it.
… seeing the airplanes.
… seeing the sign JetBlue because I 
usually go on JetBlue.
… the posters and the presents we 
get to bring.
… when we went to see… the bus 
(Duck Boat).
… the whale because I think it was 
for real and it was just a balloon.
-Jada, Jo-Ann & Mary Beth

Room 109
Room 109 is enjoying some “in be-
tween time” before April break. Some 
students are finishing up Ancient 
China work, others are beginning 
to talk about “work” and “jobs”, and 
others are busy creating their own 
projects. This week we traveled to the 

The Golden Seahorses investigate kites at the Aviation Expo.
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MFA for a second visit. During this 
visit we experienced the MFA Early 
Explorers program. A special docent 
took us around the museum to visit 
several collections. We talked about 
the idea of ‘collections’ and several 
students talked about collections 
that they or their siblings have. The 
class especially enjoyed the musical 
instrument collection, the ancient 
Egypt collection, and a revisit to the 
Ancient China collection. It was fun 
to sit in a circle and talk in the midst 
of the galleries and learn about ‘mu-
seum hands’ It was also interesting 
to watch workers performing resto-
ration work, some in the midst of the 
gallery and another behind a glass 
wall. An introduction to the unit we 
will begin after April break!
-Deborah

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
At the Mission Hill School, we have 
begun our new unit on the “World 
of Work”. The Tiny City has been 
exploring how do people make a 
living this week. “People sell things 
for money”, Beatrice said. Students 
also began to think about what job or 
career they want to have when they 
grow up. Video game designer, sing-
er, policeman, vet, pediatrician, art-
ist, and rock star are just some of the 
professions that the students chose. 
We explored the responsibilities and 
requirements of those jobs through 
books. We also thought about what 
tools the professionals need in order 
to do their jobs. Students constructed 
playdough models of these tools and 
wrote about who uses them and how 
these tools are utilized. This upcom-
ing week. We are visiting a pottery 
studio to observe the profession and 
witness how people work with their 

hands.
-Jasmine Lee, Student Teacher

Room 212
These past few days have so amaz-
ing as the children are learning ride 
bikes.  There is such determination 
on their faces as they practice bal-
ancing and pedaling!  The children 
are also learning safety, and how to 
check their bikes.  They have been 
so excited asking every morning- 
“When are we bike riding?”
-Suzanne Brown
Room 217
Spoke, cassette, saddle, frame, fork, 
rim, brake, reflector- all new vocab-
ulary for our class.  This week, Room 
217 is participating in Bike Week.  
Courtney Bruno, our City Con-
nects coordinator arranged for us to 
participate in this awesome program.  
On Monday, our bicycle teachers 
Henry and Natalie came to our class-
room to teach us the parts of a bike 
and how to properly fit a helmet.  We 
then went downstairs to their storage 
area to try on helmets.  Once we all 
had on our safety gear, Henry and 
Natalie brought us, and three bicycles 
outside.  We learned the A, B, C’s 
of a pre-ride safety check, includ-
ing checking the tires, pedals, and 
brakes.  The students then lined up 
behind a cone and an appropriately 
sized bike, and off they rode! It is a 
number of our students’ first time on 
a bicycle without training wheels or 
a trike.  
It has been fun to see the different 
emotions and reactions students feel 
when their feet lift off.  Some look 
elated, some look worried, some look 
terrified, and most look focused.  
Hopefully some students’ experienc-
es and the stories they bring home 
this week will give more families the 
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motivation to find an old bike for 
their child to ride.  There is so much 
freedom, empowerment and inde-
pendence that comes with riding a 
bicycle.
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Rooms 203
Stay tuned next week!
-Jenerra Williams & Mychaela Kelly

Room 204
Personally I enjoy writing and as a 
teacher I desire to see students devel-
op a passion for writing, whether fic-
tion or nonfiction. During our work 
on writing, students wrote a draft of 
a realistic fiction story and are now 
making revisions. The question was 
asked, “What are three things that 
you can revise in your writing?  The 
responses included “Punctuation”, 
“Changing boring words” and “Spell-
ing”. Revision is a way for students to 

Alize learns to ride a bike with Kate for the 
very first time.
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make decisions about how to make a 
story more interesting. When writing 
his story, Liam thought the charac-
ters were okay and didn’t need any 
revision until I asked “What’s anoth-
er word you could use to describe a 
character instead of good or nice?” 
his face lit up as he said “Awesome!”  
Micah got so excited during the 
process of revision that she suggested 
we make a Bee Squad book of all of 
our stories; I think this is a pretty 
good idea. While the process can be 
tedious, students have already begun 
to notice the difference revision can 
make in turning their good story into 
a great one.
-Cleata Brown

Room 207
I joined our class on the second day 
of bike week. I was impressed to hear 
how much they had learned about 
bike safety in just one day. They 
played a game to identify what had 
to be fixed on the bike. The teams 
hustled to the bikes to find the source 
of the issues. One team excitedly 
said, “The tires are flat!” Another 
exclaimed, “The brakes don’t work.” 
Once the teams identified the im-
portant safety guidelines, it was 
time to get on the bikes. One by 
one, students got their helmets and 
bikes. I could hear their excitement 
and reservations as they anticipated 
their first ride. “This is hard.” “Can 
we go yet?” “Look at my hands, they 
are shaking.” Students biked at many 
different levels. There were students 
who naturally pedaled and took off, 
others moved at a slower pace. It 
was a great experience for everyone 
(Including teachers who stood by 
proudly) and our entire classroom 
community was there to support and 
cheer for each other. 
-Amanda & Amina

Grades 5&6

Room 210
The Crispy Leaves have reconnected 
to early work, thinking about how 
the brain works. There has been lots 
written about “Growth Mindset”, 
“Grit”, and its relationship to success 
in school. Here are a few responses 
to a survey we conducted asking stu-
dents what does it mean to be smart. 
“It means you understand things very 
well, also when you get the concept. 
You can also be smart in different 
ways and in different things.”
“To be smart means to know what 
you are doing. I means that you are 
good at something. It does not mean 
that you are good at everything.”
“I think it means that you know what 
you are doing or are willing to learn 
how.”
“What it means to be smart is to 
learn new things and to remember 
things you learned.”
“What it means to be smart is that 
you just know things that other peo-
ple don’t know.”
“I think it means to have a lot of 
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knowledge.”
“To be smart means to know some-
thing. You do not need to know 
everything to be smart.”
“Smart means that someone already 
knows everything and also they show 
off like: they want to be the boss.”
“A good learner and to be chal-
lenged.”
“You know everything.”
-Nakia, Manny, & Elsa

Room 215
The FireFlies are upbeat when they 
first begin to write. Some sit upright 
at their desks. One is buried under 
pillows with a composition notebook 
peeping out, and others are sprawled 
on the rug, heads hovering over the 
writing. First takes come easily and 
rapidly. The FireFlies enjoy walking 
to different parts of their school, vis-
iting classrooms to write: comparing 
classrooms and art works. 
There’s tons of advice about writing. 
One that holds true for me is: all 
writing is rewriting. Each writer 
must find her/his way to writing, and 
to do that each writer must read a 

Students in room 207 during Bike Week at MHS.
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lot. A lot. Read anything, everyday. 
Writers need good readers of their 
writing--readers who understand 
just how hard it is to perceive things 
with words. Over the break spend 
time as a family reading each other’s 
writing and being good readers for 
each other.
-Abdi & Carlos with the FireFlies

Grades 7&8

Room 213
“I’m kind of scared.” “Who’ll be 
there?” “Why can’t we just take a 
test?” “What happens afterward?” 
“Wait…2 hours???” “Do I have to do 
this?”     
If you’ve been around Mission Hill 
awhile, you may recognize the source 
of these 7th grade questions. Kids 
have heard talk of portfolios all year, 
but the process is beginning to feel a 
lot more real as specifics are falling 
into place. It’s really nice to hear the 
8th graders offer some comfort-and a 
dose of reality about the importance 
of meeting deadlines, acting on feed-
back, and keeping a positive attitude.
When we return from April break, 
kids will be focused on portfolio 
preparation along with their regular 
schedule and two weeks of PARCC/
MCAS testing. We know the time 
will fly by. Dani will contact you soon 
to schedule your child’s portfolio 
presentation-a two to two and a half 
hour block of time in June. Please 
help your child stay focused on 
school-summer vacation will be here 
soon enough! For now, sleep without 
electronics, healthy eating, getting to 
school on time every day, and mak-
ing good use of academic support 
time are the way to go.                                                                         
-Ann Ruggiero & Letta Neely 

Room 214

Many of my students did not like the 
idea of submitting their stories to the 
One School, One Story contest. Many 
were still making revisions to their 
stories and did not want to submit a 
work in progress. Some felt like their 
writing wasn’t good enough and a 
few were just weirded out by the idea 
of a person “judging” their writing. 
I submitted them anonymously and 
only included names of students who 
gave me permission. Two students 
from our class, Dario Crespo and 
Derricka Bullock were acknowledged 
as favorites by the judges. The recog-
nition did not come as a surprise as 
I thought it was the best collection 
of stories that I’ve read from a class. 
Actually, it wouldn’t have surprised 
me if any number of students had 
been recognized. 
What excited me the most is that 
we continued to edit and revise the 
stories even after the winners of the 
contest had been announced. It sug-
gested that although most of them 

resisted the idea of submitting their 
stories to a contest they were still 
proud of their stories and wanted to 
tinker with them. 
-Reginald Toussaint 

Schoolwide News

New End-of-School-Year Dates!
School will now OPEN on Bunker 
Hill Day, June 17. June 23 and 24 are 
early dismissal days. Friday, June 24 
is the new LAST DAY of school.

Spring Cleaning - Outdoor 
Clothes Donations Wanted
Now that winter is over, please 
consider donating gear your chil-
dren have outgrown: rain boots, 
snow boots, snow pants, raincoats, 
ski gloves, mittens, etc. We are also 
looking for sleds!
Please bring all donations to Geralyn 
in Room 108 of the K-Quad, and 
Geralyn will re-distribute to donat-
ed items the classes throughout the 
building. 

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

Tommy Chang, Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419

Manny works with CJ before the Ballroom Dance presentation.


