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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Wednesday, November 23 

Who Counts? Curriculum Breakfast 9:15-10:15
•	 Wednesday, November 23 

Early Release: Thanksgiving Break
•	 November 23-25 

NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving Break
•	 Friday, December 2 

Friday Share: Music!
•	 Friday, December 9 

Dress Like Your Favorite Book Character Day 

November 18, 2016           Volume 20, Issue 9
Home/School Connections

Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students, and Staff, 
Our Fall curriculum breakfast on Wednesday, November 23rd from 9:15 to 10:15 has the potential to connect 
some big ideas between home and school. As you know, we’ve been studying government, voice and democracy- 
this year’s American History and Struggle for Justice Theme. Our celebration of student work and learning about 
this topic falls right before Thanksgiving, a national holiday that is the perfect material for studying government, 
voice and democracy. The timing could not be more perfect. A question for you, how does our theme and this 
holiday intersect?
Start with educating yourself, then educate others on this topic. Howard Zinn is my favorite author on this. A 
People’s History of the United States and Lies My Teacher Told Me (much easier read) are two books I recommend. 
Zinn writes “What Columbus did to the Arawaks of the Bahamas, Cortes did to the Aztecs of Mexico, Pizarro 
to the Incas of Peru, and the English settlers of Virginia and Massachusetts to the Powhatans and the Pequots.” 
There are a number of great children’s books too. Here 
are a few to read and discuss with your child(ren): Giving 
Thanks: A Native American Good Morning Message by 
Chief Jake Swamp,  Squanto’s Journey: The Story of the 
First Thanksgiving by Joseph Bruchac and 1621: A New 
Look at Thanksgiving by Catherine O’Neill Grace.
When I was a young mother I took my daughter to 
Plymouth Rock on Thanksgiving Day for several years. 
We would go there to walk with Native Americans as 
they protested, rejecting the traditional mainstream 
American story that led to the holiday. I realized after, 
that telling my family about what I was doing instead 
being with them made it easy for them to cast away 
my reasoning. I decided to have the traditional dinner with my family again, but added a few things to have an 
impact on them. A moment of silence for the Native Americans that died as a result of the Pilgrims and other 
settlers was added before a round of expressing gratitude for our meal. The names of the Powhatans and the 
Pequot were said to recognize them as a people not to be forgotten. 
Jenerra and I stood in her classroom recently, looking her student’s theme work. They wrote about and illustrated 
information about amendments to our country’s constitution. They also researched and illustrated several acts 
including the Native American Citizenship Act. This Act granted Native Americans citizenship, allowing them 
to vote. It took a while for her students to make sense of this Act. They asked, “why did people that already lived 
here have to be made citizens?” Great question. So much to talk about between home and school as our students 
study of voice and government intersects with a time to be with family and to think about Native Americans.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
We have a class name! Over the past 
two weeks we have been in the pro-
cess of brainstorming, making our 
voting booth, holding our primary 
election, analyzing our data, and 
finally having our class name vote.
Mira and Lliam helped check off 
names from our voter registration 
list. They made sure everyone re-
ceived a ballot. Our final ballot had 
three possible class names: Amani, 
Penguins and Dinosaurs. And the 
winner is….Dinosaurs! The final 
results were: Amani 2, Penguins 5 
and Dinosaurs 7. The good news is, 
everyone who picked Amani and 
Penguins thought Dinosaurs would 
be okay. 
-Geralyn & Donna

Room 106
The Butterflies of room 106 have 
decided to publish a book about 
bullying. The book will have three 
parts. Part 1: How does bullying 
make people feel? Part 2: What can 
you do if someone bullies you? Part 
three What can we teach bullies? 
Some examples of what we can teach 
bullies - To be kind, listen, say sorry, 
play hide and seek. Kindness has be-
come an important part of our work. 
We recently read What Does It Mean 
To Be Kind? By Rana DiOrio.
We have completed two drafts of the 
artwork for the book. Once the book 
is ready to print we will walk down 
to Red Sun Press to learn and watch 
our book being published. Stay tuned 
for more information on purchasing 
our book.   
The Butterflies are also collaborating 
with Billy to write an original Anti 
- Bullying Anthem. Billy was very 

excited about the challenge. All the 
words have been written and Billy is 
helping us think about what order we 
should arrange them. The children 
are excited about using their voices 
to make change happen.  
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
After reviewing the results of our 
class’ vote for president against 
America’s vote, we took time to visit 
the State House to see where laws 
are made. As we climbed the sub-
way stairs and entered Downtown 
Crossing, we were met by a series 
of giant waving flags. “Look! It’s the 
American flag!” several students 
pointed out. After about the fourth 
flag, several students began singing, 
“You’re a grand old flag! You’re a high 
flying flag and forever in peace may 
you wave!”  In no time, in the middle 
of Downtown Crossing, all of our 
students began belting out the song. 
We undoubtedly got some looks 
from strangers, but it didn’t matter 
because this was evidence that they 
were making a connection to our 
theme. 
We walked on, in search of the 
golden dome. When we arrived, our 
guide brought us to the House of 
Representatives, spoke to us about 
the sacred cod, showed us what 
was beneath the golden dome and 
seemed impressed as our students 
identified statues, paintings and busts 
of Abraham Lincoln and George 
Washington. As we walked the halls, 
out came the governor. He said hello 
and stopped briefly to give Najia a 
high five. What great reinforcement 
of all we have been learning.
 -Jada Brown & Kenisha Epps

Room 109
We have returned, again, to our 
theme of kindness. We have decided 
to focus on being “extra kind” in our 
classroom. Often, if a student arrives 
feeling sad or ill or with a scrape, the 
class decides to be ‘extra kind’ to that 
friend for the day. Recent events have 
made many children and families feel 

Top to Bottom: Naomi votes for the class 
name. Massimo contemplates his ballot. Mira 
checks the voter registration list.
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sad or unsettled, so we have decided 
that the whole class will focus on 
being “Extra Kind” to everyone! As 
we continue with the school wide 
theme of “who counts” we focus on 
kindness and community and caring 
for everyone as the foundation of 
“who counts”. It is not unusual for 
young children to exhibit younger 
behaviors or regressions when faced 
with a feeling of stress or anxiety 
from family or the community. So we 
are taking time in our classroom to 
focus and refocus on care, kindness, 
and community both as part of our 
theme and to address the emotional 
needs of the children. We look for-
ward to welcoming you to our kind 
community next Wednesday.
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
In room 205 we have been having 
Mystery Readers! Every Friday 
someone that is not part of our 
classroom-a teacher, or a parent, or a 
student does a read aloud at the end 
of the day on Friday. Each mystery 
reader gives four clues about them-
selves that are told to the students 
during morning meeting Mon-
day-Thursday. The mystery reader 
often chooses 2-3 of their favorite 
books to read to the class. Last Friday 
we had a student from another class 
read a story that he wrote himself! 
The kids really enjoy guessing who 
the mystery reader is going to be 
each day and truly look forward to it 
every week. 
-Nicole Miller, Student Teacher

Room 216
I set ingredients on the table. I put 
out a large mixing bowl, a whisk, 
and a variety of measuring cups 

and spoons. I pulled up the recipe 
to “Good Old Fashioned Pancakes”, 
and then I walked away. Moxie said 
“But Danny, we don’t know what to 
do.” “Figure it out.” I said. Josie, Neli, 
Moxie and Théo sat at the table for a 
minute, clearly lost. Then Josie said, 
“Oh!” and ran over to my computer. 
Within minutes, Neli had spooned 
baking powder into the bowl, Théo 
had cracked an egg into the mix, and 
Josie was whisking furiously. They 
were not without questions: “How 
do we know which is a teaspoon?” 
“Where are the eggs?” “What’s a dry 
ingredient?” But for every question 
they had, someone in the group pro-
vided an answer: “It says ‘1 teaspoon’ 
on the handle” “They’re probably 
in the fridge” “Maybe it’s like stuff 
that isn’t wet.” In the time each 
group took to make pancake batter, I 

Classroom news

consciously chose to remove myself 
from the action, and I truly believe 
they were better for that. It can be so 
tempting to offer assistance, especial-
ly when we see children struggling in 
their work. But through that struggle 
comes understanding, and through 
understanding comes the delicious, 
‘good old fashioned’ reward.
-Danny Flannery & JoAnn 
Hawkesworth
Room 217
Next Monday, the United Kates will 
be collaborating with the White 
Wolves (room 205 with Ashleigh) 
and Team Rocket (room 216 with 
Danny) to teach one another about 
the three branches of U.S. govern-
ment. Two students from each class 
will be grouped together to teach one 
another. The groups will rotate be-
tween the classes guided by an adult. 

Room 107 visits the State House.
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Our class focused on the executive 
branch. United Kates tour guides 
will guide students from Ashleigh’s 
and Danny’s classes around our 
classroom to teach them about the 
executive branch. To prepare, stu-
dents are practicing explaining how 
a president says an oath to uphold 
the Constitution, and show the class 
Constitution we created in our room. 
Students will also show their own 
cabinets, modeled after presiden-
tial cabinets that assigned people in 
their lives to specific roles. They will 
show a large poster of the presidents 
in order as well as a 3D paper white 
house. Student groups will then go to 
Danny’s room where the next stu-
dents will present the judicial branch 
and then to Ashleigh’s room where 
students will present the legislative 
branch. I am so excited to see first 
and second grade students teaching 
one another.   
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Rooms 203
This week we finished our voting 

rights timeline. Each group was 
assigned an amendment or law that 
was enacted to ensure voting rights 
for all American citizens. They 
researched, drew illustrations and 
constructed their timeline panel. Af-
ter they were all completed, we hung 
them and did a gallery walk through 
and discussion of each panel, notic-
ing connections and asking ques-
tions about each one and it’s affect. 
Our next step will be to add arrows 
between the panels that show the 
movement that preceded each new 
law or amendment being submitted.
We are so proud of our timeline and 
would love for anyone and everyone 
in the school community to come 
and learn from it. 
-Jenerra Williams & Ji Yun Park

Room 204
Over the past few weeks of com-
munity building and connecting 
the Nerd Squad have become a 
classroom community of students 
who work hard and show kindness 
to each other. In an effort to create 
fairness and eliminate any idea of 
teacher preference, a stick system 
(pulling a stick from a stack with 
names) is used to choose students 
for classroom jobs, such as morning 
greetings or games. For the past few 
weeks students have been hoping to 
be picked as the teacher assistant, 

Classroom news

a job that includes doing errands 
outside the classroom; it so happened 
that Emile has been picked on three 
occasions back-to-back! Maurice was 
so understanding and in an effort to 
celebrate with Emile, he embraced 
Emile after sharing “Well God must 
want Emile to be teacher assistant 
or else he wouldn’t keep getting it!” 
On the other hand, Liam and couple 
others think I should be investigated, 
because something is wrong with the 
sticks choosing Emile three times in 
a row. Well what can I say? The Nerd 
Squad are exercising their right to 
equal opportunity!
-Cleata & Mayra

Room 207
STOP…….Fact Time! Fourth grade 
math students shuffle, slide, move 
and groove on their way to retriev-
ing their multiplication fact cards. 
Some students like Nate and Xavier 
take full advantage of the music 
playing as they swap and show off 
their dance moves. Other students 
like Brian, Jahlimar, and Liam get to 
work before the music ends. Wheth-
er students dance towards their facts 
or quickly walk, our class is full of 
serious mathematicians ready to 
learn all multiplication facts from 

Moxie, Neli and Josie, cooking in room 216.

Dillon, the mystery reader,  reads his story to 
the White Wolves class.

Maurice gives Emile a hug.
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Classroom news

0 to 12. Fact time happens three or 
more times a week. When we started 
the routine in September, Amina and 
I shared importance for all mathema-
ticians to know their multiplication 
facts. Of course students participated 
because teachers were giving the task, 
but the motivation shifted when we 
started to learn more about division. 
Fourth grade mathematicians started 
to connect their fact time learning 
to division equations. When solv-
ing 104 divided by 8, Nate shared, 
“this is proof that fact time actually 
does work!” Anand said, “this is so 
cool.” Typrese shared, “I know, I am 
working on 8’s!” As they continue to 
connect to their fact time learning to 
division, they will grow to become 
more confident mathematicians. 
-Amanda & Amina

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Here are the latest installments of the 
our  End of the Week Reflections. 
Enjoy. 
“Something i want to get better at 
is listening to other people so that 
I know what people are saying to 
understand.”

“Something I want to get better at is 
not getting involved in drama and 
minding my own business.”
“Something that want well was free 
writing.”
“Something that went well this week 
was turning eleven and being able to 
persevere more easier.”
“Making more friends.”
“Something that went well was my 
math quiz and the groups in the 
classrooms because I got all my work 
done this week.”
“Something that would make the 
class better is better computer or-
ganization. Every time I have gone 
to get my computer the past few 
weeks, every computer has been in 
the wrong spot, or there has been 
a hoard of people there. I think the 
computer technicians need to find 
a better method of organizing the 
computers.”
“Something I learned this week is 
don’t let people control me which is 
really hard.”
-Nakia & Manny

Room 215
November, just before the break, has 
become an important milestone in 

ascertaining how the rest of the year 
is going to go for us. The weather 
is unceremoniously changing. We 
know more about each other, our 
annoyances and aspirations. The first 
theme project deadline is creeping 
upon us. Ideas are becoming materi-
al. One group has decided to create 
a puppet show, another has written 
a song on the First Amendment, 
and a third has created posters on 
the history of voting in the United 
States. What happens when students 
choices and opportunities to envision 
their projects, with clear deadlines? 
Independence. Depth. Complexity. 
Hard work. We are eager to share 
our projects with you at the Family 
Breakfast on 11/23.
-DragonFlies, Kat, Carlos and Abdi

Grades 7&8

Room 213
Earlier in the term, we read about 
issues that were being discussed in 
the political campaigns. Our goal 
was to begin to understand what the 
topic was about and what the differ-
ent viewpoints were about it. Then 
students selected a topic that they 
felt most connected to and began to 

J&J’s Genius’s Voting Rights Timeline.
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research using text and video re-
sources. Students are working hard 
to understand complex problems and 
consider possible solutions. Topics 
chosen include health care, income 
inequality, immigration, gender 
equity, and Black Lives Matter. 
When I introduced this project, I 
explained that we would first prepare 
and share our research locally. Then, 
each student would write a letter 
to the next president to share their 
research and explain why the presi-
dent should care about the issue and 
support their solutions. 
Before morning meeting last 
Wednesday, three students had 
already asked, “Do we still have to 
write our letters to the president?”
My response: “Now more than 
ever.” Kids expressed concern about 
writing to a president that didn’t like 
them, didn’t want them here, and 
who said bad things about women 
and others. Some thought the only 
way they could write was by using 
bad language themselves. Then 
Christian said, “I think we can write 
really powerfully without using bad 
words.” Our work continues.  
-Ann Ruggiero, Elsa Batista & Letta 
Neely 

Room 214
Ok, I’ll admit, I milked the book. I 
enjoyed reading The Giver with the 
class so much that I did not want it 
to end. I also wanted to build sus-
pense as we got closer to the book 
and make sure the class appreciates 
the quality of the writing. In literacy, 
we are working on using sensory 
details to enrich our writing. As we 

read, I pointed out the examples of 
where Lowry uses sensory details to 
bring Jonas and some of the other 
characters to life. 
In retrospect, I probably should have 
listened to them and finish the book 
faster. In a way, the plan backfired. 
By the time we got to the end, there 
was so much suspense that students 
had unfair expectations about how 
the story would or should end.
Now we are going to unpack the 
book. What was Lowry’s main 
message? What really happened to 
Jonas in the end? Is it really possible 
for a 12 year old to impact their com-
munity? Those are all questions we’ll 
continue to explore in the coming 
weeks.      
-Reginald Toussaint & Frances Pearce

Schoolwide News

JUSTEC Conference News
Last year, I was selected to participate 
in a writing fellowship at UMass/
Boston through the Calderwood 
Foundation to research best writing 
practices with my ELL students at 
Madison Park Technical Vocational 
High School. I presented my re-
search findings at an international 
conference in Japan called JUSTEC 
(Japan-U.S. Teacher Education 
Consortium). This organization was 
established by the American Associ-
ation of Colleges for Teacher Educa-
tion and focuses on sharing faculty/
researcher-centered practices. I took 
part in stimulating conversations 
and workshops which highlighted  
the many diverse research projects 
that are happening between US and 

Japanese professors and their school 
systems. 
A memorable moment was when I 
was talking with a Japanese student 
working towards his Ph.D in Early 
Childhood Education. When I told 
him I was a teacher in Boston he re-
plied that he’d been one to one school 
in Boston three years ago called 
“Mission Hill” which he loved. When 
I told him that’s where I work he re-
plied, “Oh what a wonderful school-
we are working towards that model 
here in Japan.” He remembered 
watching Kathy with the kindergart-
eners and was so impressed by Friday 
Share. I hope we can continue this 
collaboration since we have much to 
share and learn from one another. 
-Kathy Brucker, MHS Learning Coach 

Book Fair Volunteers Needed!
We are seeking family, friends, and 
community members to help run 
this year’s book fair. The book fair 
will run from Monday, December 
12th - Friday, December 16th. If you 
are able to volunteer any time at all 
please call the office at 617-635-6384 
to let Tiffany know your availability. 
Volunteers will help run the regis-
ter as students purchase books. We 
greatly appreciate your help!

Curriculum Breakfast
Come hear about and see the Who 
Counts? work we have been creat-
ing over the past few months. It’s a 
potluck breakfast, so bring a dish to 
share with our community.
When: November 23, 2016
Where: K-Quad and 2nd Floor
Time: 9:15-10:15 am



 

Who Counts?  
Fall Curriculum 

	  

	  	  	  
 
	  

Hello Mission Hill Families! 
Come hear about and see what we have been learning 

about over the past few months. 
 

It’s a potluck, so bring a dish to share with our 
community.  

 
 

When: November 23, 2016 
Where: K-Quad and 2nd Floor 

Time: 9:15-10:15 
	  

See you there! 



 

¿Quién cuenta? 
Desayuno de Currículo 

de Otoño 
	  
 
 

¡Hola familias de Mission Hill! 
Venga a escuchar y ver lo que hemos estado aprendiendo 

en los últimos meses.. 
 
 

Es una comida, así traiga un plato para compartir con 
nuestra comunidad. 

 

Cuando: El 23 de noviembre de 2016 
Donde: K-cuatrillizo y 2do piso 

Tiempo: 9:15-10:15  
 

¡Le ver allí! 



	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
It’s	  Dinner	  and	  a	  Board	  Meeting!	  

Upcoming	  Meeting	  Dates	  :	  	  	  3/2/17	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

 
Hello Mission Hill families!  

You are and have always been welcome to attend our Board Meetings. Please 
consider this your official invitation to come out and meet our board members, 

hear a little about important conversations in education, learn about ways to 
support our school and hopefully consider being a member in the near future. We 

consider your presence valuable so both dinner and childcare will be provided. 
Please RSVP for childcare at 617-635-6384.  

We hope to see you there! 
	  
	  
	  

When:	  December	  15,	  2016	  
Where:	  Art	  Room	  (2nd	  Floor)	  

Time:	  5:00-‐7:30	  p.m.	  



	  
	  

¡Es	  comida	  y	  una	  reunión	  de	  la	  junta	  
directiva	  de	  consejo	  de	  la	  administracion!	  

	  
Fechas	  de	  la	  reunión	  próximas	  :	  	  3/2/17	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

	  
¡Hola familias de Mission Hill! 

Ustedes serán siempre a sido bienvenidos a asistir a nuestras Reuniones de la junta 
directiva. Por favor tengan en mente que esta es su invitación oficial para que 

conozca a nuestros miembros del consejo, escuchar conversaciones importantes de 
la educación, aprende sobre modos de apoyar nuestra escuela y  considerar ser un 

miembro del consejo en el futuro. Consideramos su presencia valiosa por lo tanto se 
proporcionarán comida y cuido de niño. Por favor  

RSVP para el cuido de nino al 617-635-6384. 
¡Esperamos verle allí! 

 

Cuando:	  El	  15	  de	  diciembre	  de	  2016 

Dónde:	  Cuarto	  de	  arte	  (2do	  piso) 

Hora:	  5:00p.m.-‐7:30	  p.	  m. 


