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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Friday, January 27, 2017  

No Friday Share This Week!
•	 February 6 & 7, 2017 

Family Conferences (contact your child’s teacher 
for more information)

•	 Febrary 20-24, 2017 
February Break: NO SCHOOL 

January 20, 2017           Volume 20, Issue 14

School Choice
Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students, and Staff, 
During the past month or so Mission Hill has received new students. Our new students were on a waitlist, unable 
to join us until the BPS transfer window opened. It’s a big deal for a student and family to change schools after 
the start of the school year. Please join us in making sure our new community members feel welcomed.
Our last open house for families who are making decisions about school choices for next school year took place 
this week. Each open house this year has been full, with 30 to 50 families touring the school each time. Do you 
remember when you first came to see our school? Each group of families comes with questions and an assort-
ment of rumors and facts. Mostly people have heard positive things.

Soon, letters of invitation to Advanced Work Class (AWC) will be sent to MHS families of students that scored 
above a particular mark on a standardized test they took in the fall. Mission Hill does not offer the AWC pro-
gram so these families will have to make a choice, to choose a school that offers the program or stay at Mission 
Hill. Of course we hope that students will stay with us.
Our 8th grade students have been researching and visiting high schools. Essays and applications are due to some 
by the end of the month. The variety of high schools in Boston and the range of admission requirements some-
what mirrors the college selection process. Students visit the high schools and ask themselves, can I see myself 
here? If the answer is yes, there may be auditions, essays to write, tests to take, interviews to be had, or entry into 
a lottery. Students and families anxiously wait to hear news about acceptance.
School choice is something that I’m still getting used to even after working in BPS for more than 20 years. I grew 
up in a small suburb outside of Pittsburgh, PA where there were only two public elementary schools, a middle 
school, a junior high, and a high school. The world of private school was unknown to me. Children went to the 
school that was closest to home. I can’t say all my teachers were great. Most were ok and some were awful. This 
was part of life as I saw it. Good teachers or not, those adults were a part of my life and shaped me in ways that 
I should reflect on more than I actually do. They deserve more credit than I admit for giving me the material to 
know myself better. When I was growing up, my family’s focus was on our quality of life together. We didn’t com-
pare the quality of educators in our lives or school buildings. The spirit of our conversations about school were 
more about what I contributed and who I was becoming. 
No matter what your choice, there are benefits and drawbacks to every school. How we see ourselves as learners 
and people who follow our passions are the constant that makes the difference.

Please join us in making 
sure our new community 
members feel welcomed...
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
“I am never going to be 4,” declared 
Massimo. I assured him his turn in 
coming - in the spring time. Massi-
mo heard me talking to a few of the 
students who will turn 4 this winter. 
He knows that two of our classmates 
turned 4 already. And then we have 
a whole group of students who will 
turn four in the summer. You can 
check out the graph in our classroom 
to see who is 3 and who is 4 (and 
who is more than 4). This conversa-
tion helps children learn that there 
are lots of ways to be three and lots 
of ways to be four. It also is helping 
to lay the foundation for our study of 
The Lion and the Mouse from Aesop’s 
Fables. One way to sum up this 
fable is “Small friends can be great 
friends.”
-Geralyn & Donna (who are both 
more than 4)

Room 106
The butterflies class is coming to un-
derstand how important clay was in 
the time of the Ancient Greeks. We 
learned that some of the houses were 
made of bricks. We saved milk car-
tons to form our bricks, but we did 
not have a recipe. Children suggested 
we look up how to make them on the 
Internet.  I had another idea. “Why 
don’t we make our own recipe?”  All 
of the children in the class had expe-
riences at the beach. We talked about 
how it would be like making a sand 
castle. Too much water would make 
the sand not stay up. The children 
said the same was true if you didn’t 
have enough water.  
Children discussed what we need 
to make the bricks. They said, dirt, 
mud, water, sand, and rocks. We will 
be investigating the science of brick 

building and hope to share our find-
ings soon.  
We also have been learning about 
urns. The urns in ancient Greece 
were made of clay. They were used 
for many things in daily life. I shared 
with the children that at The Mu-
seum of Fine Arts they have a very 
extensive collection of urns. The 
children want to go, so we will be 
heading there to learn more about 
daily life of the ancient Greeks. 
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
Since our return from the break, we 
have been spending time reviewing 
our routines. We have also become 
reacquainted with our classroom 
expectations. As we have welcomed a 
new friend G’Mauree to our class-

room, this has been not only helpful 
for our students but a great introduc-
tion to what it means to be a part of 
107’s classroom community.
During the past three weeks the 
Working Presidents have also had the 
great opportunity to work with Betsy 
Caruso, our school’s Mindfulness 
teacher. We have two twenty-minute 
sessions per week where Betsy guides 
us in breathing deeply and prompts 
us to pay attention to the rhythms 
and movements of our bodies as we 
breathe in and out. In one of our first 
sessions, Betsy asked us to close our 
eyes, be still and listen to the world 
around us. After the allotted time 
passed, she asked what we heard. 
Several students listed children, the 
fan blowing in our classroom and 
people breathing. One person said 

Parker decides where his name should go on the graph.
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that they heard fire trucks passing…
an astute observation because many 
of us missed it. When asked what it 
felt like to do the activity, many of 
our students listed peaceful, calm 
and good. There is something im-
portant about exploring the stillness, 
listening to our surroundings and 
feeling our body rhythms in those 
quiet moments. Thanks Betsy for 
teaching us how to make the time to 
take it all in.
 -Jada Brown & Kenisha Epps

Room 109
In our room we have begun our 
Mindfulness study. Betsy visits 
our classroom each Tuesday and 
Thursday at 9:30 and we begin our 
day with a mindfulness session and 
discussion. Students are very inter-
ested in the process of sitting quietly 
with a focus. They enjoy listening to 
the sounds heard within the silence 
(students next door, the classroom 
upstairs, a sound from outside, 
our heater, or even someone in our 
room) This week we talked about the 
“puppy mind”. This visual was very 
engaging for our students. Every-
one had ideas about how puppies 
behave! They are now beginning to 
wrap their thoughts around the idea 
that their mind can be like a puppy - 
darting off from place to place. And 
we begin the practice of learning 
how to keep the puppy mind focused 
and calm. Please try not to interrupt 
our classroom between 9:30-10:00 
on Tuesday and Thursday! (it makes 
it hard for our puppy minds if you 
drop in then) But you are welcome 
any other time.
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205

I always find it interesting to learn 
about new places and civilizations. 
Hearing other people’s stories and 
making connections to my own life 
is intriguing. That is why the ancient, 
long ago and far away themes seem 
to be my favorite. We began our 
study by sharing what we think we 
already know about ancient Greece. 
Establishing our background knowl-
edge helps make it easier for us to 
make connections so that our new 
learning can stick on to something 
we already know. Then we shared our 
wonders. Here are what the White 
Wolves are wondering about ancient 
Greece: 
How did they think of so many 
myths? 
How many temples are in Greece?
How many countries are there? 
Why don’t they believe in one god?
What is the name of their market-
place?
Why are the Greek stories so scary?
Did they have toys?
Did they speak English?
What powers did the Greek gods 
have?
How did normal people live?
Are Greek gods real?
What sports did they play?
What food did they eat?
What pets did they have?
Why did the Greeks invent? 
How did they start their religion?
Where is Greece? 
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 216
This week I took some time to reflect 
on the growth that my students 
have made so far this year by read-
ing summaries I wrote about each 
student for the month of September. 
In reading these summaries, many 
thoughts came to mind: I was re-

Classroom news

minded of how much Milan loved 
having theatre in the fall, and took 
some time to think about how we 
can integrate more dramatic play into 
our work. I was excited that while I 
had characterized Ava as “one of the 
few students who loves to write”, I 
could now say that for almost all of 
our students. I smiled when reading 
“William A. was so proud when he 
was successfully able to sound out 
and write words for the first time” as 

Sledding on the field at recess.
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I know that today he wrote an entire 
page of writing independently. It is 
so wonderful to see the growth my 
students have made so far this year, 
and I plan to look back in June 2017 
and June 2018 to reflect again on 
all of the progress they made in our 
time together.
-Danny Flannery & JoAnn 
Hawkesworth
Room 217
The last few warm days have been 
disappointing for the United Kates. 
The couple of snowy days after win-
ter vacation were extremely exciting.  
I brought out four small sleds, a red 
one, a green one, a blue one, and a 
yellow one.  Students lined up at the 
top of the hill in four short lines. 
They took turns sitting on the sleds 
and pushing friends down the hill.  It 
was so fun to watch the class work 
together, share, have fun, and work 
hard to run the sleds back up the 
hill to their next friend in line. They 
savored the ten minutes I brought 
them out before recess in which they 
only had to share the sleds with our 
class before the rest of first to fourth 
graders came barreling out of the 
door. The snow on the play yard hill 
has all melted by now, but our class 
sleds and spare boots are all wait-
ing patiently by the door. Hopefully 
another snowstorm will come soon. 
Think snow! 
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Rooms 203
As we begin to dig a little deeper into 
ancient Greece, J & J’s Geniuses are 
becoming more and more excited by 
the day. This week we began to try 
foods connected to ancient Greece, 
building structures and learning 
about the architecture, trying our 

hand at the Greek alphabet and 
using big pieces of cloth to create 
Greek inspired outfits. All of our 
work is building up to one question 
they need to answer: What idea 
or concept about ancient Greece 
do I want to become an expert in? 
Over the next week students will 
pick one topic that they will dive 
deep into learning about through 
research, discussions, activities and 
hands-on projects. For example, 
a student might decide that they 
want to become an expert in Greek 
mythology. They will then be paired 
with other students and an adult who 
will also become experts in that area. 
Be sure to check in with your child 
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as the weeks pass about the expert 
knowledge they are gaining on their 
ancient Greek topic.
-Jenerra Williams & Ji Yun Park

Room 204
The Math Whizzes in Room 204 have 
been exploring area, perimeter, and 
the different measurements to use 
when finding area and perimeter 
of various shapes/objects. With the 
diversity of learners among the Math 
Whizzes, the 3rd grade math teachers 
have to be creative in making groups, 
modifying and adapting activities 
that will engage students and stim-
ulate number sense thinking. Some 
students use cubes and shape blocks 

Room 207’s map of Ancient Greece.
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to help them conceptualize the area 
of a shape versus the perimeter. Some 
draw shapes of different objects, trace 
their perimeter and shade in the area. 
Other students are able to under-
stand the concept of area by applying 
real-world examples, such as explain-
ing that their school is an area and 
the rug we sit on has an area and a 
perimeter. When asked to identify 
the perimeter of different objects 
in the classroom, students drew the 
objects, measured the edges, and 
added up the total length to show the 
perimeter. Students are now able to 
explain the difference between the 
perimeter and the area of a shape or 
object.
-Cleata, Mayra, Ryan & Anna

Room 207
Stay tuned next week!
-Amanda & Amina

Grades 5&6

Room 210
When the 5xAtion and Dragonflies 
come together we become “Flyna-
tion.” Flynation is in the early stages 
of our Ancient Greece theme work. 
Students are working in small groups 
(City States) with all of their teachers 
on different projects. Every City State 
will experience learning through 
myth writing, mural making, read-
ing, acting and deep terminology 
work. Please check in with your stu-
dent about the growth of their City 
state, as well as the progress of their 
individual learning experiences.
-Nakia & Manny

Room 215
On Tuesday, students walked into 
Rooms 210 and 215 to learn how 
FlyNation (5xAtion and the Drag-
onflies combined) was grouped into 

different Greek city-states, Sparta, 
Athens, Corinth and Ithaca, and as 
the newly named citizens of these 
cities in ancient Greece they would 
begin their 10-week learning odys-
sey through our theme. What can 
we learn from the stories of Ancient 
Greece? Who were these Greeks 
whose values influence how we gov-
ern ourselves and what we entertain 
ourselves with (action heroes, Marvel 
Comics, etc.)? With Nakia, students 
will write myths; Carlos and Kat will 
create tiles that build 2 murals of 
the Parthenon, each tile will con-
tain Greek symbols, geography and 
deities; Manny will teach vocabulary 
and develop students’ word learning 
strategies, a total of 100 words over 
the next 10 weeks; and with Abdi, 
students will read Homer’s Odyssey 
and recreate 4 scenes from Odys-
seus’s journey home to Ithaca, with 
masks and dialogue.
Ask your student which city-state 
they are from; research interesting 
facts about their city-state; help them 
embrace their emerging identities 
as Corinthians, Athenians, Spartans 

and Ithacans. Did you know that 
Odysseus was the king of Ithaca?
-Carlos, Kat & Abdi, Room 215  

Grades 7&8

Room 213
Last week, the 7th graders started a 
nine-week curriculum at Urban Im-
prov, an educational theater program 
for upper elementary and middle 
school students. According to Urban 
Improv, “Students will be participat-
ing for one hour and fifteen minutes 
each week with their classes, and will 
be dealing with such issues as bully-
ing, communication, conflict, peer 
pressure, prejudice, relationships and 
responsibility. Students will be learn-
ing original music, performing with 
professional actors/educators, and 
creating scenes in small groups. Us-
ing their imaginations and creativity, 
students will be exploring challeng-
ing, important issues and learning to 
come up with creative solutions.”
When our Urban Improv day arrives, 
students take a bus to the Reggie 
Lewis Community Center. The UI 
actors introduce the day’s theme, 
usually with song. Then the profes-
sional actors begin a scene based on 
the day’s topic. The scene is frozen at 
a key decision making point; stu-
dents take turns jumping in to show 
how they would resolve the problem. 
Please check in with your child about 
the Urban Improv program. You may 
not have realized how energizing and 
reflective theater experiences can be!      
-Ann Ruggiero, Elsa Batista & Letta 
Neely 

Room 214
“I want to be a god”
“This might be the first book that we 
read that I actually like”

The Math Whizzes at work, studying 
perimeter and area.
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“The Olympians are immortal, Kro-
nos couldn’t kill them, that’s why he 
ate them”
We’ve begun our study of the new 
theme by learning about the gods 
and goddesses of Ancient Greece. 
Throughout the day, the room is 
filled with conversations about 
Titans, Olympians and other topics 
related to the Pantheon. It is great 
how we are sharing information and 
displaying genuine excitement about 
our study. For some of us, it is our 
first encounter with this topic, but 
many students are already familiar 
with Ancient Greek mythology.
So far, the biggest buzz in the room 
is around our whole class text, The 
Lightning Thief. I knew that students 
would be engaged. However, it is 
the first time that I’ve ever had the 
experience where the entire class is 
equally excited about a book. 
I look forward to the discoveries and 
growth that will take place through-
out the term.  
-Reginald Toussaint & Frances Pearce

Schoolwide News

From Nurse Georgie
Please see the attached letter from 
the BPS Health Department with 
guidelines for keeping sick children 
home. The main symptoms to be 
aware of are: Fever, Diarrhea, Vomit-
ing, Persistent Coughing, Fatigue and 
Strep Throat or Bacterial Conjuncti-
vitis (Pink Eye). Specifics regarding 
how long to wait before sending your 
child back to school are in the hand-
out. If you have questions, feel free to 
call. As hard as it can be for families 

to stay home from work, please help 
our school community by keeping 
sick children home. Thank you!

Family Corner  
At the Governing Board Meeting in 
December a parent representative, 
Sarah Rocha, and a few Mission Hill 
staffers began a conversation about 
what inclusion means and how it 
affects  Mission Hill classes. This is 
the first column to begin addressing 
her questions.   
Full Inclusion means that General 
Education and Special students are 
in the same class for at least 80% of 
the day. Mission Hill has a mix of 
students in each class grade band. 
Boston Public Schools doesn’t have a 
standard inclusion model.
Why Inclusion? This excerpt from a 
June 2013 report, “Increasing Inclu-
sive Practices in the Boston Public 
Schools”.  “Students with disabilities 
perform better academically and 
gain more social and functional skills 
when they are educated with their 
non-disabled peers.” Mission Hill 
staff and families have seen diverse 
friendships grow as a result of access 
to a wide range of people that reflect 
our society.  Students without dis-
abilities gain access to specialists and 
skill building strategies that they may 
not typically encounter. 

Girl Scout Cookies!
For the past several months, Girl 
Scout troops have been gathering 
during lunch once a week at MHS. It 
is the time of year when Girl Scouts 
around the country sell cookies and 

the troops who meet at MHS will 
be selling them. $5.00 a box, CASH 
ONLY!
Day: Friday, January 20, 2017 and 
Friday, January 27, 2017
Time: 1:30-2:30 pm 
Location: Mission Hill School 
Library

Nico’s ladder of magnets, built in the Project 
Room.

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

Tommy Chang, Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419



Family	  Council	  Meeting	  Minutes	  
Now	  Available	  to	  Read	  Online!	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

We	  understand	  that	  it	  can	  be	  challenging	  
to	  attend	  Family	  Council	  Meetings	  and	  so	  

we	  are	  making	  an	  effort	  to	  put	  the	  
meeting	  minutes	  online	  for	  families	  to	  
access.	  The	  minutes	  from	  the	  1/12/17	  
meeting	  may	  be	  viewed	  via	  the	  MHS	  

website	  here:	  	  
http://wp.me/a2hFxd-H1	  

	  
Questions?	  Concerns?	  

Email:	  
familycouncil@missionhillschool.org	  

	  



Health	  Services	  	  
Dr.	  Linda	  Grant,	  Medical	  Director	  
Boston	  Latin	  Academy	  
443	  Warren	  St.,	  Suite	  #2	  	   	   Lgrant@bostonpublicschools.org	   	  	  
Dorchester,	  Massachusetts	  02121	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  617-‐635-‐6788	   	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
Boston	  Public	  Schools	  	   Boston	  School	  Committee	   City	  of	  Boston	  

	   Tommy	  Chang,	  Superintendent	   Michael	  D.	  O’Neill,	  Chair	   Martin	  J.	  Walsh,	  Mayor	  
	  

December	  20,	  2016	  
	  
Dear	  Boston	  Public	  School	  Families	  and	  Employees,	  
	  
With	   winter	   upon	   us,	   we	   would	   like	   to	   ensure	   that	   we	   are	   all	   doing	   our	   part	   to	   ensure	   safe,	  
healthy,	  and	  welcoming	  school	  environments	  for	  all.	  It	  is	  everyone’s	  responsibility	  to	  prevent	  the	  
spread	  of	  common	  winter	  illnesses,	  such	  as	  influenza	  or	  stomach	  viruses,	  in	  order	  to	  protect	  the	  
health	  of	  our	  students,	  staff,	  and	  community	  members.	  
	  
Sometimes	  it	  can	  be	  difficult	  for	  parents	  to	  decide	  whether	  to	  send	  their	  child	  to	  school	  when	  the	  
student	   is	   experiencing	   symptoms	   of	   an	   illness.	   Employees	   also	   face	   the	   same	   decision	   about	  
attending	  work	  when	  they	  are	  sick.	  
	  
Below	  are	  guidelines	  to	  help	  families	  and	  employees	  decide	  when	  it	  is	  necessary	  to	  stay	  home.	  If	  
an	   individual	   is	  experiencing	  any	  of	   the	   following	  symptoms,	  we	  ask	  parents	  to	  keep	  your	  child	  
home,	  and	  for	  employees	  to	  stay	  home,	  for	  24	  hours	  after	  symptoms	  resolve:	  
	  
•	  Fever	  —	  Temperature	  of	  100.5	  degrees	  Fahrenheit	  or	  higher.	  Student	  needs	  to	  stay	  home	  for	  24	  
hours	  after	  his/her	  temperature	  has	  returned	  to	  normal	  without	  any	  fever	  reducing	  medications,	  
such	  as	  Ibuprofen	  or	  Acetaminophen.	  
	  
•	  Diarrhea	  —	  Three	  or	  more	   loose	  or	  watery	   stools	   in	  a	  24-hour	  period,	   especially	   if	   the	   	  person	  
feels	  ill.	  Student	  or	  employee	  should	  stay	  home	  for	  24	  hours	  after	  the	  last	  watery	  stool.	  
	  
•	  Vomiting	  —	  Two	  or	  more	  times	  during	  the	  last	  24-hours,	  especially	  if	  the	  person	  feels	  ill.	  Student	  
or	  employee	  should	  stay	  home	  for	  24	  hours	  after	  the	  last	  time	  he/she	  vomited.	  
	  
•	  Persistent	  Coughing	  —	  Could	  be	  caused	  by	  many	   illnesses.	   Student	  or	  employee	  experiencing	  
persistent	  coughing	  should	  see	  their	  primary	  care	  provider	  and	  stay	  home	  until	  it	  is	  resolved.	  
	  
•	  Fatigue	  —	  Symptoms	  include	  lingering	  tiredness,	  paleness,	  lack	  of	  appetite,	  difficult	  time	  waking,	  	  
confusion	  and	  irritability.	  	  Student	  or	  employee	  should	  stay	  home	  until	  he/she	  is	  well,	  or	  has	  seen	  
his	  or	  her	  primary	  care	  provider..	  
	  
•	   Strep	   Throat	   or	   Bacterial	   Conjunctivitis	   (Pink	   Eye)	   —	   Illnesses	   for	   which	   primary	   care	  
providers	  have	  diagnosed	  and	  prescribed	  treatment.	  Must	  stay	  home	  24	  hours	  after	  the	  first	  dose	  
of	  antibiotics.	  
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Boston	  Public	  Schools	  	   Boston	  School	  Committee	   City	  of	  Boston	  
	   Tommy	  Chang,	  Superintendent	   Michael	  D.	  O’Neill,	  Chair	   Martin	  J.	  Walsh,	  Mayor	  

	   	  

If	  any	  of	  the	  above	  symptoms	  appear	  while	  at	  school,	  please	  call	  to	  have	  the	  student	  picked	  up	  or	  
arrange	  for	  the	  staff	  member	  to	  go	  home.	  We	  suggest	  that	  a	  primary	  healthcare	  provider	  also	  be	  
consulted.	  Please	  contact	   the	  school	  nurse	  or	  healthcare	  provider	   if	  you	  are	  unsure	  whether	  or	  
not	  school	  should	  be	  missed	  due	  to	  health	  conditions.	  Remember	  to	  report	  the	  reasons	  the	  child	  
or	  employee	  is	  absent	  to	  school	  staff.	  	  
	  
If	  you	  have	  questions	  or	  need	  assistance,	  please	  contact	  BPS	  Health	  Services	  at	  (617)	  635-‐6788.	  
For	   additional	   tips	   and	   resources,	   please	   visit	   the	   BPS	   Health	   Services	   Department	   website	   at	  
www.bpshealthservices.org/factsheets	  or	   The	   Boston	   Public	   Health	   Commission’s	   website	   at	  
www.bphc.org.	  	  
	  
Sincerely,	  	  

	  
Linda	  Grant,	  Medical	  Director	  
Boston	  Public	  Schools	  	  
	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  
	  
	  	  



	  
Site: Mission Hill School 
Site ID: 555101 

Dear	  Parents,	  
	  
Cookie	  Season	  is	  here.	  	  Troop#	  555101	  will	  be	  
selling	  Girl	  Scout	  cookies	  at	  school	  during	  school	  
hours.	  	  	  
	  
Day:	  January	  20,	  2017	  and	  January	  27,	  2017	  
Time:	  1:30-2:30	  pm	  	  
Location:	  Mission	  Hill	  School	  Library	  
	  
*CASH	  ONLY	  $5.00	  A	  BOX*	  


