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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Febrary 20-24, 2017 

February Break: NO SCHOOL
•	 March 1, 2017 

NAEP Testing: Grades 4 & 8
•	 Thursday, March 2, 2017, 5-7 pm 

Governance Board Meeting
•	 Friday, March 3, 9:45-10:15 am 

Friday Share: Art Share
•	 Thursday, March 9, 6-7 pm
•	 Urban Improv Family Program @ MHS

February 17, 2017          Volume 20, Issue 17

Testing on the Horizon
Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students, and Staff, 
At a recent workshop I attended the presenter asked the participants (all parents and paid educators) what they 
hoped school would provide for the children in their lives. After people shared their thoughts, the presenter 
asked if anyone hoped for higher test scores. The room was silent, no one saw that as a priority. It’s no secret that 
the most important things we want for our children such as a sense of belonging, independence, empathy, and 
problem solving skills are not things measured on a standardized test.
Still, standardized tests mandated by the state are part of our school lives. While Mission Hill may not agree with 
the use of high stakes standardized tests created by people far away from the students as a measurement of what 
they know and can do, we do want students to do well on them. We want our students to do well in a wide range 
of scenarios they will encounter in life, including taking tests. 
Over the past few years the required Massachusetts tests have changed from MCAS to PARCC to MCAS 2.0, 
the newest test being administered this year. During those years of test changes and our own school transition 
(move, expansion, etc) scores for our school have declined. The decline in test scores have led us into level 3 
status. If we continue the decline in test scores our school will move into level 4 status. That includes a replace-
ment of staff, including leadership. Mission Hill would no longer be the school we know. Outside of the changes 
mentioned, there are two clear reasons for the decline in MHS scores. 
One reason for the decline is the lack of student participation. When less than 95% of our eligible student body 
takes the test, our school score declines. We had grade bands last year with 50% to 60% participation levels. We 
can change this with your help. Another reason the scores have been declining is due to poor performance on 
the tests. According to teacher observations students lacked stamina and application of reading skills. Our school 
has focused its attention on correcting this. Each teacher has made increasing reading stamina and student appli-
cation of what they’ve read an instructional focus, particularly for boys of color.
•	 What can you do to assist our student body in having a better overall performance?
•	 Allow your student to take the test if they are in grade 3 are above.
•	 Prepare your student to take the test. See Test Prep page in this week’s news.
•	 Make sure your child is reading every night and ask them questions about what they’ve read.
•	 Look out for sample test questions as homework. Your child should work on these independently.

Working together we can turn our declining scores around. 
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
The Dinosaurs were serving up 
homemade hummus with pita chips, 
celery sticks and carrots last Friday. 
Most of the children had a chance 
to play some part in making the 
hummus. Children got to test out 
the cooking equipment (can open-
er, garlic press, colander and the 
awesome food processor) and they 
also smelled some of the ingredients 
(garlic, lemon and hot sauce) and 
taste tested the tahini paste (which 
did not receive rave reviews). As the 
ingredients and cooking equipment 
were shown some of the cooks made 
connections: “That (garlic bulb) 
looks like a pumpkin.” “We have that 
(garlic press) at home.” The kids took 
turns measuring dry ingredients, 
rolling and squeezing juice from the 
lemons, opening the cans of chick-
peas, and pulsing the food processor 
button. Emerson, Gio and Naomi 
were there from start to finish, eager 
to see the fruitage of their labor. It 
came out delicious! Mr. Alton told 
the class, “I would buy this hummus! 
This is very good.” Thanks Jenerra for 
sharing the hummus recipe!
-Donna & Geralyn

Room 106
The butterflies class have been 
continuing their research of ancient 
Greece. Simeon wrote, “Ancient 
Greeks used urns for water and 
wine.” Yeuri has been teaching the 
class about columns. “They had col-
umns on their buildings,” Yeuri said. 
We have shared pictures of doric, 
ionic, and corinthian columns.  
Our temple builders discovered that 
there was a round temple. They are 
in the process of recreating it with 
cardboard. They children have been 

building temples by themselves and 
with partners.
Hour of the Olympics has been of in-
terest in our class this week. We have 
been comparing and contrasting this 
book with Megan in Ancient Greece 
and discovered that they both took 
place in ancient Greece. They also 
have different characters but there 
are similarities in both stories.  Both 
Megan and Annie thought is was un-
fair that there were things girls and 
women were not allowed to do in the 
times of ancient Greece. We have also 
connected this to our Who Counts? 
Curriculum, bringing up the point 
that in the United States women were 
also not allowed to vote.  We spoke 
about the suffragette movement and 
how people used their voices to make 
it possible for women to be able to 
vote.  
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
Last week the Working Presidents 
tried another recipe called Avga me 

Domates (eggs on a bed of tomatoes). 
We chopped the tomatoes, cracked 
the eggs and cooked them in the skil-
let. Some students really enjoyed the 
final outcome while others weren’t 
really fans.  Many of those students 
admitted to not liking tomatoes at all.
As we learn more and more about 
the ancient Olympics, we have been 
working to get our bodies strong. We 
have opened a mini-gymnasium in 
our classroom complete with a child-
sized stepper, stationary bike, balanc-
ing structures and a large bouncing 
ball. In addition, each morning 
during our meeting, we have been 
running in place, doing jumping 
jacks, squats and yoga.
Lastly, we learned a little about the 
theater of ancient Greece. We learned 
that the masks were often large and 
displayed a particular emotion and 
that men played all the characters. 
Shadow puppets were made from 
leather and painted with bright 
colors. Inspired by these findings, we 
tried out mask and puppet making 

Making hummus with the Dinosaur class.
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and shared them at last week’s Friday 
share. We look forward to delving 
deeper into this great culture and 
sharing what we have learned.
 -Jada Brown & Kenisha Epps

Room 109
We are continuing our work with 
Aesop’s Fables. Special interest this 
week has been around the fable of 
the Lion and the Mouse. This work 
is integrated into our literacy work 
through story sequencing, retelling, 
and thinking about characters. In 
addition to reading different versions 
of the story students have also creat-
ed story panels after brainstorming 
text from the story and acted out the 
story. This week we began puppetry 
work using a small puppet theater 
built for us by a parent. Students 
created stick puppets and experi-
mented with the theater first. Then 
they created puppets from the fable 
and drew a setting. Small groups take 
turns acting out the story. Next we’ll 
create puppets and settings from oth-
er fables and will have a set of many 
Aesops Fables to experiment with 
and share with each other.
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
Last week I traveled to Denver, 
CO and attended the PEAK Par-
ent Center’s annual Conference on 

Inclusive Education. There educators, 
parents, and students came togeth-
er to talk about equity in education 
and success for all students, includ-
ing students with disabilities. One 
of the speakers at the conference, 
Julie Causton, shared, “Inclusion 
is about the hopes and dreams of 
human beings; it’s about an authen-
tic sense of belonging, celebrating 
differences, and seeing a disability 
as an attribute.” For many people, 
this may already be a belief you hold 
about inclusion. If it is, our next step 
is to think about how we carry out 
that belief through our words and 
actions. For me, it means examining 
some practices in our classroom and 
rethinking ways to help everyone feel 
included and that they can be suc-
cessful in our community. Part of the 
work happens in teacher planning 
and part of the work happens with 
the students in creating practices and 
community habits that foster those 

Classroom news

beliefs. 
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 216
With the end of each math unit 
comes a final project. For our fourth 
unit, Geometry and Fractions, Team 
Rocket is designing and building 
Rocket City! Each student was given 
an area on our map the size of an 
index card, on which they will create 
a building. We began by drawing 3D 
sketches of our buildings, after which 
we cut out grid paper to use for 
the sides and roof of each building. 
Students are marking each side with 
the dimensions, coloring in the sides, 
and adding designs to help bring 
their idea to life. In Rocket City we 
already have a nail salon, a solar pan-
el house, a Lego factory, an Avengers 
tower, and two Teen Titans towers in 
the works. Stop on by and take a look 
at Rocket City!
-Danny Flannery & JoAnn 
Hawkesworth

Bowie and Hannah paint their temple.

Rocket City!
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Room 217
The United Kates are continuing our 
study of Ancient Greece through 
Greek mythology.  We are working 
on our goal of publishing an anthol-
ogy of Greek myths as told by first 
and second graders.  This week we 
learned the myth of Zeus creating the 
first man.  Romeo and Emeric choose 
“mythology retelling” at theme work 
time, so I typed as they spoke about 
the story in their own words…
When it was time for man to be 
created, Zeus told Prometheus and 
Epimetheus to make animals and 
to make the first man.  Prometheus 
had forethought, he always thought 
through things first.  But Epimetheus 
would just do stuff and then think 
later. When Prometheus made the 
man, he was at the river thinking of 
what to make. He finally got it. He 
got some earth and he got some wa-
ter and carefully he made a man.  

Meanwhile, Epimetheus was giving 
all the gifts to the animals. To some 
animals he gave strength. He gave 
swiftness to fast animals like chee-
tahs. He came to tell his brother Pro-
metheus that he was done.  He was 
so proud of himself, but Prometheus 
said “my man has come alive, where 
are the gifts? I want the gifts to give 
my man.”
Epimetheus put his head down and 
said “I’m sorry brother, I gave all the 
gifts to the animals.”...
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Room 203
This week and last week we have 
been focused on writing our own 
Greek Myths and preparing for fami-
ly conferences! We learned about the 
parts of a myth, practised recognis-
ing them, and then us kids started 
writing and drawing storyboards. 
After that, we started to critique a 
partner’s. Then when we know what 
to change, we go back and edit our 
storyboards. For our Family Confer-
ence preparation work we have been 
answering some questions in our 
journals. Here they are.
“What are you proud of?”, “What 
places in the room do you like?” And 
“What is a piece of work by another 
student that you want to share?” The 
adults collected the work that our 
answers said we wanted to share at 
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the conference and we practised our 
tours that we were going to give to 
our families. On Wednesday morn-
ing we began to write our myths and 
we hope to finish them in two weeks! 
Until then we will keep writing. Fam-
ily Conferences were extraordinary 
and successful Miss Jenerra tells me 
and our community is still thriving. 
So, basically, J&J’s Geniuses are doing 
great! We hope that families and 
friends are the same. Have a good 
weekend all of you!
-Anna Mahnke, 4th grade student in 
J&J’s Geniuses  

Room 204
The Nerd Squad continue their 
work exploring the history of An-
cient Greece, primarily through 
working on their Greek Myths and 
studying the different aspects of 
Ancient Greece (including culture, 
places, food, architecture, science 
and medicine).  This week, students 
are working on each of the stories 
they’ve created during Quiet Work 
Time, while in the afternoon during 
Project Time their focus is to become 
experts on the ins and outs of Greek 
gods and goddesses (even participat-
ing in a Family Feud-style game!). 
Some students worked on a timeline 
of important events and people in 
Ancient Greece, while others created 
endings and morals for fables. As 
we continue to break into our Greek Prometheus (Romeo) making the first man 

(Emeric) out of earth and water. 

Ancient Greek clay objects created by members of the Nerd Squad classroom.
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Classroom news

Expert groups, students will become 
specialists of their interest. During 
music, the Nerd Squad is working 
on a series of exercises to improve 
their singing capabilities, including a 
number sequence, Do-Do sequences, 
and the Forbidden Pattern challenge. 
We’re looking forward to how much 
farther the Nerd Squad can go!
-Ryan Young, Cleata Brown & Mayra 
Rivera

Room 207
All year long, I find myself saying 
can you believe it’s already ____? I 
am shocked at how fast this year is 
going by. This week, I had the chance 
to meet with families and students. 
Last year, as a first-year teacher, I 
was nervous about conferences. I 
didn’t know what the process had 
in store. This year, I found myself 
excited to share student growth and 
areas in which to continue to grow. 
Our conferences started by families 
and children taking a tour around 
our classroom. Students had one-
on-one time with families to share 
learning, work that they were proud 
of and what their school day typically 
looks like. Their smiling faces as they 
finished looking at work said it all. 
At the end of the day, I went home 
excited and exhausted. I appreciated 
the rich conversations, thoughtful 
questions and challenging goals set. I 
am excited for the work that has been 
done and look forward to the work to 
be continued.
-Amanda & Amina

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Stay tuned next week!
-Nakia

Room 215
I interviewed the DragonFlies about 

mindful rest. Here’s what they said.
What is mindful rest?
•	 It is when I calm my mind, like 

mindfulness. It is not sleeping.
•	 Mindful rest is concentrating on 

your breath, and if you are hav-
ing a bad day, just leave it there, 
and think about what is going to 
happen next.

•	 It is a place where you can relax 
and feel calm and just zone out.

What do you do when it is mindful 
rest time?
•	 I pacify myself and meditate.
•	 I get a pillow and refocus myself 

from recess and lunch.
•	 I lay down with a pillow.
•	 Sometimes when we can read, I 

read.
What would you add to mindful rest 
to make it work for you?
•	 I think we should add silent ac-

tivities, approved by the teacher.
•	 For people who have trouble 

resting, we can get them fiddle 
tools, and rest tools. But whoever 
uses the tools as toys should be 
allowed to use it.

•	 Make it a little longer.
•	 I think we should be able to read 

or draw quietly for people who 
need it.

-DragonFlies, 215, Abdi, Carlos and 
Kat.

Grades 7&8

Room 213
It’s really wonderful to hear a child 
speak with pride about their work 
when sharing with family. Some 
families smile with pleasure, others 
shake their heads while saying, “I 
didn’t do that in 8th grade.” We really 
appreciate families’ flexibility in ar-
ranging their schedules to attend the 
conferences.
The conference has three parts. 

First, child and family sit and review 
work the child elects to share. Some 
children speak excitedly, while others 
wait for family questions to draw 
out information. Some children tell 
stories about their process, while 
others focus on the finished product. 
Seeing the work provides real insight 
for families into how children spend 
their time at school. After the exam-
ination of work, children speak a bit 
about the classroom space, where 
they like to work, who they work 
with, and a classmate’s work that they 
enjoyed.
Then, student, family, and teacher sit 
together to talk about what the child 
has shared. Unlike the fall listening 
conference which focuses on goals 
for the year, this conference with its 
focus on the student’s work has an 
immediacy about it. Work on the 
table speaks volumes. And work 
missing from the table is also up for 
discussion. With our focus on evi-
dence of learning, it’s easy to plan for 
next steps or needed changes..   
-Ann Ruggiero, Elsa Batista & Letta 
Neely 

Room 214
We started this farm visit by  stand-
ing in a circle and each person saying 
their name and their favorite farm 
school memory. I had a hard time. 
Every farm school trip is unique and 
special. I said that I have a feeling 
that this trip will be my favorite. 
We eat lunch and then settle into 
farm work. I rotate through the four 
groups: Horse Barn, Kitchen, Barn 
and Forestry. As I walked through I 
heard: 
“It’s so pretty out here”
“How did you guys make this?”
“That’s good, you’re getting a crack. 
Yeah nice!”
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“How many ears of corn does it take 
to make a bowl of grits?”
“We walked to the enchanted forest 
and stepped in poop”
“How can we tell if it’s bug damage?”
“You should have stayed with us, we 
made a giant snowball!”
Rotating through the groups gives 
me a chance to see how the students 
observe, learn, explore, play and 
most importantly, work. This is going 
to be good trip!
-Reginald Toussaint & Frances Pearce

Schoolwide News

Governance Board Meeting
You are and have always been wel-
come to attend our Board Meetings. 
Please come out and meet our board 
members, take part in important 
conversations in education, and learn 
about ways to support our school. 
We consider your presence valuable, 
so both dinner and childcare will be 
provided. Please RSVP for childcare 
at 617-635-6384. We hope to see you 
there!
When: Thursday, March 2, 2017
Where: Art Room (Room 211)
Time: 5:00‐7:00 pm. 

Apprentice Learning
Last Monday, Apprentice Learning 
sponsored a workplace exploration 
for 20 seventh and eighth grade 
students to Vertex Pharmaceuticals. 
Vertex creates medicine for cystic 
fibrosis and other serious diseases. 
Students spent the morning donned 
in lab coats and glasses in Vertex’s 
Learning Lab, exploring what it 
might feel like to have cystic fibrosis 
and how it impacts mucus in one’s 
lungs. Armed with some new experi-
mental techniques, students then ex-
tracted their own DNA and even got 

to take their DNA sample home with 
them! Students were shocked to learn 
humans are all 99.9% alike. Over 
lunch, students had conversations 
with Vertex staff about their career 
paths and what they do at Vertex. 

Family Council News
Please join us on Thursday, March 
9th for an Urban Improv Family Pro-
gram. The next Family Council meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, April 
6th. Babysitting and dinner will be 
provided. Please RSVP for babysit-
ting: familycouncil@missionhillschool.
org
We are also looking for volunteers to 
help coordinate community build-
ing nights and after school auxiliary 
program.

Family Corner  
At the Governing Board Meeting in 
December we began a conversation 
about what inclusion means and how 
it affects Mission Hill classes. This 
column is now open for any more 

questions you may have about inclu-
sion. Please email kbrucker@mission-
hillschool.org so we can continue the 
column. 
Q: How do teachers manage all the 
needs in each class? 
Teacher teams design curriculum 
in order to support student learning 
and balance pacing of assignments 
and projects. Teacher and students 
frequently assess student work and 
projects, reviewing expectations and 
goals.  “Increasing Inclusive Practices 
in the Boston Public Schools” (June 
2013) states, “A multi-sensory teach-
ing approach will be used to explain 
content. Small groups and stations 
that allow for targeted instruction 
(often flexibly grouping students with 
similar needs) will be leveraged in in-
struction.” Currently, staff is working 
on incorporating Universal Design 
Learning (UDL) activities into cur-
riculum units to give students multi-
ple access points and multi-sensory 
opportunities to learn. 

Kenya and Jaylin look for Kenya’s DNA in solution at Vertex Pharmaceuticals.



THE PHYSICAL

Get them fed. The more nutritiously your children eat, 
the better they will do in school. Properly fueled and with 
stable blood sugar levels, their concentration is enhanced. 
Always give them a healthy breakfast while cutting back 
on high-sugar cereals, pastries, and undiluted juices (which 
can have the same sugar content as 
sodas.) Most kids are ravenous after 
school, so before they settle down to 
study, provide a healthful, non-junk 
food snack to carry them through to 
dinner.

Get them moving. Exams cause stress, 
but, sports, exercise, and dancing 
can  relieve it. Physical activity that 
gets students completely away from 
academics for a few hours each day 
can actually help them perform better 
on tests.

Get them breathing. Teach your kids a 
simple breathing exercise that you’ll 
do with them once or twice a day and in times of stress (as 
in right before a test): Take a deep breath, hold to the count 
of three, then exhale slowly through the nose to the count 
of 10. 

Get them to bed on time. Elementary and middle school 
children need up to 10 hours of sleep each night to do their 
best in school. They also need to curtail the excitement 
from video games, television, movies, and texting for at 
least 30 minutes before sleep. 

THE MENTAL

Practice their confi dence. Ask the teacher or principal if 
there are practice tests or worksheets your child can work on 
at home before the big day. These can help your children get 
used to how the questions are worded and how to properly 
fi ll in test sheet bubbles. 

Put piecework into action. Pre-exam 
cramming does not work. In fact, four 
15-minute periods of study are actually 
superior to one continuous hour 
when it comes to memory retention. 
Therefore, see to it that your child 
preps for tests in small bursts, in some 
small way, every day. 

Unplug already. When it comes 
to distracting videos, television, 
telephones, or social media (basically 
anything with a screen or speakers 
that’s not directly related to school 
work), study time is the time to turn 
the devices off .

THE EMOTIONAL

Off er super support. As much as you value good exam grades, 
it’s more important that kids understand that your love and 
respect for them is not dependent on their test scores. 

Review results together. Once the graded exam comes 
back, sit with your child and review what went right, what 
didn’t, and how to do better next time. This is not the time 
for you to lecture. Subtly prompted, your child should do 
most of the talking.

Whether you’ve been out of school for fi ve years or 15, the thought of taking a test probably still 
makes your heart race. Now imagine what its like for your child. As a parent, you can help.

RP 31:8
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It’s Dinner and a Board Meeting!

Hello Mission Hill families! 
You are and have always been
welcome to attend our Board

Meetings. Please consider this your
official invitation to come out and
meet our board members, hear a

little about important conversations
in education, learn about ways to
support our school and hopefully

consider being a member in the near
future. We consider your presence

valuable so both dinner and childcare
will be provided. Please RSVP with

Tiffany for childcare at 
617-635-6384. 

We hope to see you there!

When: March 2, 2017
Where: Art Room (2nd Floor)
Time: 5:00-7:00 p.m.



¡Es comida y una reunión de la junta directiva
del consejo de la administracion!

¡Hola familias de Mission Hill!

Ustedes serán siempre a sido bienvenidos
a asistir a nuestras Reuniones de la junta
directiva. Por favor tengan en mente que

esta es su invitación oficial para que
conozca a nuestros miembros del consejo,
escuchar conversaciones importantes de

la educación, aprende sobre modos de
apoyar nuestra escuela y  considerar ser

un miembro del consejo en el futuro.
Consideramos su presencia valiosa por lo
tanto se proporcionarán comida y cuido

de niño. Por favor
RSVP con Tiffany para

puericultura en 617-635-6384.
¡Esperamos verle allí

Cuando: El 2 de marzo de 2017
Donde: Cuarto de arte (2do piso)
Hora: 5:00-7:00 p. m.


