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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Friday, April 14, 2017 

Good Friday: NO SCHOOL
•	 April 10-13: Grades 3/4  & 7/8 MCAS ELA 
•	 April 17-21, 2017 

April Vacation Week: NO SCHOOL
•	 April 24-26: Grades 5/6  MCAS ELA
•	 Friday, April 28, 2017 

Grades 3/4 to Farm School
•	 May 1-5, 2017 

Screen Free Week at MHS 
 

April 7, 2017          Volume 20, Issue 23

Emergency Preparedness
Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students, and Staff, 
I wrote this letter to you in September, but never sent it. Given that we recently had to exit the school building 
when the fire alarm went off, I thought it might be a good time to send this description of how we prepare for 
emergencies.
It was 10:21am on a Tuesday morning and not a sound could be heard. I walked through the school building 
peeking into classrooms through door windows. Each with lights out, I could barely see our students and staff 
in some rooms, and could see no one in other rooms. The eeriness of everyone seemingly gone gave me goose-
bumps. This was a sheltering practice, required by Boston Public Schools. Sheltering means that we all take 
shelter inside the school, taking ourselves out view and away from doors. Although there is comfort in knowing 
that ours students and staff would know what to do if there was a danger in our school, I wish there was no need 
for a practice like this. 
Our staff prepared for the practice by talking about procedures and the variety of circumstances that would 
call for sheltering. One of our teachers described a practice in her high school. Students that were in the bath-
room had to stand on the toilet seat, remaining still and silent so one would know they were there. Hearing this 
brought a sobering reality to us all about the times we are in.
In addition to sheltering, we are required to have four fire drills during certain time frames throughout the year. 
Our average time to completely shelter or evacuate the building is about two minutes.
Something that may be surprise you is that if a danger causes us to shelter, external doors can not be opened for 
anyone except for emergency responders. Families are not permitted to enter the building until the threat has 
passed. This goes against a parent or guardian’s natural feeling to be with their child. However, for the safety of 
all, there are times when it’s best to just stay put.
You should also know that if there is a serious threat outside of our building, there will likely be a lock down. A 
lock down refers to our external doors not being opened and requires that students remain in classrooms until 
the threat has passed. In that case no one may enter or exit the building. We ask that you cooperate with us in 
a situation like this as we keep children away from harm. During situations that require a lock down, we try to 
keep things as routine as possible for students, to not alarm children. We leave tragic or potentially frightening 
stories about things happening in our city for you tell or not tell. Our staff will factually answer questions that 
students ask, but will not bring up details otherwise.
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Kindergarten 

Room 108
“Really good.”
“I was excited!”
“Proud!”
“I wanted my mommy to stay.”
After our publishing party was over, 
we took a few minutes to check in 
on how everyone was feeling. Un-
derstanding your own feelings and 
the feelings of others is a big part of 
our work in K0. Young children have 
strong feelings (just like older chil-
dren and adults), and these feelings 
can be hard to understand. When 
you can name the feeling, it can 
make a strong feeling easier to deal 
with. We have talked about feeling 
jealous, frustrated, lonely, proud, 
embarrassed and nervous (just to 
name a few).  One of our favorite 
books on feelings is On Monday 
When it Rained by Cherryl Kachen-
meister. Today we are sending home 
some ideas for talking about feelings 
with young children. They are from 
the Center on the Social Emotion-
al Foundations Learning for Early 
Learning (CSEFEL.vanderbuilt.edu). 
Check them out and let us know if 
you have any questions.
-Geralyn and Donna

Room 106
The children had a wonderful week 
straddling the two themes of An-
cient Greece and our new theme, 
Construction. Students presented 
their Lion and the Mouse produc-
tions to friends and family. They 
were so brave and incorporated all 
the feedback that was given to them. 
A special thank you to folks in the 
office, Deborah’s class and Danny’s 
class, who took time to help us.  
We continued our conversations 

about building with Geo blocks. 
“Kathy, my building keeps falling 
down,” Ethan said. “Why do you 
think that is?“ I responded. “They 
won’t stay up.”  Ethan said. The 
conversation continued with many 
thoughts. Children are knocking the 
buildings over, the table was shaking, 
and the blocks aren’t staying, were all 
ideas offered.  
Pictures of Ancient Greece structures 
are still up in the room. They inspire 
us as we start to a deeper dive into 
stability, balance, gravity, and move-
ment.  
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
“What events are we doing today?”
That is the question Xander has 
asked every morning this week. After 
sharing the events, he and the other 
students would let out a cheer and 
almost vibrate with excitement. Last 
Friday Coach did an amazing job 
pumping up the crowd for opening 
ceremonies and it set a tone of ex-
citement for the week. However, the 
best-laid plans can be thwarted by 
good old Mother Nature. A forecast 
of rain all of Tuesday had us thinking 
of cancelling both the discus and the 
long jump. However, our amazingly 
supportive teachers were flexible and 
on that beautiful (close to 60 degree) 
Monday, we completed the discus, 

long jump, javelin and the shot put. 
Our rainy Tuesday was filled with full 
armor, chariot and horse races where 
our kindergarten audience cheered 
for the different colored teams. While 
the discus and javelins flying through 
the air can create excitement, the 
foot races and relays are generally 
the most high-spirited… and this 
year’s group did not disappoint. Our 
version of boxing and wrestling was 
fun as always as we watched our 
students (padded with pillows) try to 
get their opponent to step out of the 
circle in the ring. Watching students 
jump up and down cheering for their 
teammates all week is often reward 
enough. However, my heart is always 
more filled at closing ceremonies 
when each child walks away with 
a medal for having participated. 
Thanks MHS K-4 for another great 
Olympics!
-Jada Brown & Kenisha Epps

Students participate in the MH Olympics Discus Throw.

Children in grades K-4 participated in the 
MHS Olympic events. 
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Room 109
In our classroom, we are still riding 
the excitement of the curriculum 
breakfast and the culminating ac-
tivities of our Ancient Greece unit. 
Students are excited about their 
clay projects, which are finally dry 
and ready to take home to families. 
This week we are participating in 
the Olympics, hosted by Jada’s class. 
We’ve been excited to learn about the 
events and think about the Olympics 
in Ancient Greece and compare it 
to the current Olympics and to our 
school Olympics. Students continue 
to think and discuss our fables using 
the props from our play and the 
backdrops. The accomplishments of 
our most recent curriculum theme 
are very much in the forefront of 
students minds this week, as we wrap 
up and begin to look toward our next 
unit. Next week, we will begin dis-
cussion of our new unit on physical 
science. It is developmentally difficult 
for young to begin a new theme and 
then remember it after ten days away. 
So, next week will be preliminary 
experimentation and introduction 
before the break and we will begin 
our new work in earnest upon our 
return.
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
Every morning and afternoon 
students have quiet reading time. 
For the past several mornings and 
afternoons a group of students have 
been gathering around Kaia as she 
reads aloud to them the story of 
Matilda. Yesterday I asked the group 
of kids about their time. Kaia shared, 
“I started reading Matilda and July 
wanted me to read to them, then 
Soley joined in and then more kids 

came.” Soley said, “I like how Kaia 
reads just right, not too loud, not too 
quiet. She is very patient when we 
don’t understand something.” July 
likes the story because “it’s funny!” 
Beatrice said, “I’ve seen the mov-
ie, so I like to listen to the story in 
a different form.” Madison likes it 
because “pictures are funny!” We are 
treasuring these moments of reading 
with friends! 
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 216
“Theo, grab a book and read on the 
rug, it’s rest time.” After my third 
time saying this, I decided to change 
up my tactics. “Are you done with 
your Just Right Books?” Theo shakes 
his head. “But you’re bored with 
them, right? You don’t want to read 
them anymore?” I get an apprehen-
sive stare. “It’s not a bad thing, go 
pick new ones.” I was an avid reader 
growing up, but a picky one. Out-
side of books required for school, I 
read the Harry Potter series repeat-
edly from third grade through high 
school, and my parents tried (many 
times) to get me to read a greater 
variety of books. While I could cer-
tainly have gained a lot from being 
exposed to a wider selection of texts, 
I believe the love I had for the Harry 
Potter series was invaluable to my 
growth as a reader. I looked up every 
word I didn’t understand, I gained 
greater insight into the plot and char-
acter motivations with each reread, 
and I had countless rich discussions 
about the story with my friends. I 
will always advocate that students 
enjoy reading first and foremost, 
because that is how a lifelong reader 
is created.
-Danny & JoAnn
Room 217
On Monday we started our new 
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theme.  I always begin a theme by 
asking students questions to gauge 
their initial understanding of the top-
ic. I asked: What is physical science? 
What do you want to learn about?
Where does light come from? –Yediel
I want to play with different pieces to 
make things work. –James
What are things made of? –Evan
Where does time come from? –Gerson
How can people go underwater to 
see what’s there?- Emeric
I want to learn about machines that 
make things.- Romeo
How do cars work? –Freyja
I can’t wait to start exploring these 
ideas with students.
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Room 203
In Ms. Jenerra’s Ancient Greek Sci-
ence and Medicine class, kids worked 
on healing samples and catapults and 
Archimedes’ screw and shields. Me 
and Emile worked on catapults that 
worked pretty good. Keysha and Simi 
worked on medicine samples for 
people to buy and Dillon worked on 
the Archimedes’ screw and it looks 

Theo, immersed in a “just right” book.



mhs news: 3/31/17  page 4

good and is working good.
I think what we were doing was fun 
and it helps kids who want to learn 
about these things learn it. Then 
they can help other kids who want 
to learn about this. The experts can 
teach them what they learned.
I enjoyed my work. It was fun build-
ing a catapult with Emile. Learning 
about it was fun!
-Braxton Rocha, 4th grader

Room 204
This week the Nerd Squad launched 
their Physical Science them with 
the question “Who are scientists?” 
We quickly found that everyone can 
be a scientist, and dived right into 
planning and performing our own 
experiments. From chemical reac-
tions in jugs to a lemon-powered 
light bulb, groups of four students 
each brainstormed a unique ex-
periment. Kenneth enjoyed using 
his knowledge of previously-done 
experiments to give great ideas for 
new ones, and Nate (knowing about 
the potato battery experiment) 
worked with his group to make a 

slight twist into a unique experiment. 
These experiments are an intro into 
the main part of our Physical Science 
unit: energy. Through our read-aloud 
book, students are beginning to learn 
about the types of energy, including 
light, kinetic, potential, heat, and 
many more!  The Nerd Squad are 
very excited to learn more about the 
world through a scientific lense, and 
are eager to experiment even more!
-Cleata, Mayra, and Ryan

Room 207
Once upon a time, there was a class 
called the Be Kind Work Hard 
Squad. They noticed a lack of Greek 
architecture within the four walls 
of room 207. While some commu-
nity members were learning about 
culture, science and medicine, others 
including some students from room 
203 and 204, were building a temple 
in the Mission Hill School. Voices 
could be heard, “build the columns!,” 
“design the frieze,” and “paint the 
gods.” With each hard working day 
the temple grew bigger and bigger 
with more and more details. Stu-
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dent came from far and wide to help 
with the creation. It took over five 
weeks to create with hard work every 
single time. Until, it was finished just 
in time for the annual curriculum 
breakfast. On March 30th, voices 
could be heard marveling at the 
temple. Voices said, “wow, amazing.” 
Come to room 207 if you want to 
check it out. 
-Amina & Amanda

Grades 5&6

Room 210
In my opinion, the main problem 
with standardized tests is that stu-
dents are all judged by the same 
standard, and there is only one test 
per grade, and every student takes 
the same test. The scores are based 
on the final answer only, not the 
work and effort put into getting that 
final answer.
There is no time spent looking at 
the learning that goes on. Students 
are forced to spend hours and hours 
doing test prep that provides no valu-
able knowledge, and that time could 

Melissa and Jada participating in printmak-
ing with Mass Art teachers and students.

Mayor Marty Walsh visits Abdi’s class, who are printmaking with MassArt students and teachers
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be spent learning interesting things 
that could be useful later in life.
The tests are judged by algorithms 
that look for what a couple of peo-
ple determined was “good work”, 
and in my opinion, there are many 
other things that could be classified 
as “good work” that aren’t included 
in the algorithms. With the new 
computer based tests, there is a long, 
hard-to-understand tutorial that 
shows you how to use features that 
don’t even work when you try to use 
them on the real tests. 
The teachers can see the scores on 
the final test, but they can’t see what 
they did to get those answers, and 
it takes work to see the individual 
questions. If the teachers could even 
see some of the work that went into 
the problems, then they could see 
what they need to work with students 
on. 
There is only one test per grade, and 
every student takes the same test. The 
scores are based on the final answer 
only, not the work or effort that goes 
on to get that answer.
Everyone has a different opinion and 
does things in a different way in life. 
Just like that, we need different ways 
to look at learning; more than just 
one big, end-all, high stakes stan-
dardized test.
-Amishai Goodman-Goldstein, Grade 6

Room 215
Tuesday (4/4/2017) was an excit-
ing day for the DragonFlies. We 
launched our physical science theme 
with Prof. Beth Balliro’s class from 
MassArt. The day’s question was, 
What matters to us? Matter is a 
diffuse, abstract concept. In the sci-
ences, it is a contested term. For us, 

for now, matter is everything around 
us that takes up space and has mass. 
What is matter? How does matter 
feel, look and sound? How does 
matter behave? The DragonFlies used 
materials, such as acrylics, plexiglass 
and paper, to explore printmaking 
(the prints will be coming home on 
Friday). Printmaking involved brain-
storming 5 things that matter to us, 
choosing colors that communicate 
them, preparing a pallet to create 
monotypes, and drying the mono-
types on a clothesline. As students 
worked on monotypes of What “Mat-
ters” Most to You, we were visited by 
Boston’s Mayor Marty Walsh. Enjoy 
the photos.
-Abdi, Kat, Carlos and the Fireflies

Grades 7&8

Room 213
This is the time of year that you can’t 
blink – time passes too quickly. Our 
Ancient Greek Theme ended with 
work presentations at the Curricu-
lum Breakfast and Friday Share. We 
have started term three and the final 
ten weeks of school. Next week, we 
have only four school days. We will 
administer the MCAS ELA tests and 
then start April break. When we 
return from April break, kids will 
be focused on portfolio preparation 
along with their regular schedule. In 
mid-May, the MCAS Math tests will 
be administered. Portfolio presenta-
tions start at the end of May and run 
through mid-June.
We know the time will fly by – it 
does every year! Some kids are realiz-
ing they are not quite on pace to 
meet the ten books per year reading 
requirement. Spring break week will 

Room 214

-Reginald Toussaint
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be a good time for some extra read-
ing to catch up. We’ll make sure kids 
bring books home, but we’ll need 
your help to supervise reading time.
Please help your child stay focused 
on school – summer vacation will 
be here soon enough. For now, sleep 
without electronics, healthy eating, 
getting to school on time every day, 
and making good use of academic 
support time are the way to go.          
-Ann Ruggiero, Elsa Batista & Letta 
Neely 

Room 214
“It happened on King Street!” 
“Where is King Street?”
“Is it true this happened in Boston?”
We are really fortunate to live in this 
area of the country, where so many 
historical events took place. We 
are learning about tension between 
England and the colonists and the 
events leading up to the American 
Revolution in seventh grade history. 
This week, we learned about the Bos-
ton Massacre. Part of the excitement 
was about learning about an event 
that is so close to home. 
Students also found it interesting to 
learn that the first person killed in 
the Boston Massacre was Crispus At-
tucks, an African-American. As they 
wrote to demonstrate their learning, 
that is the one topic that consistent-
ly came up. A couple of students 
connected the events of the Boston 
Massacre to the current tensions 
between the police and communities 
of people of color. 
History comes alive when we make 
connections. It’s best when these 
connections happen naturally.
-Reginald Toussaint


