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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 Monday, June 5, 2017 

Grade 8 Portfolios Begin
•	 Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Grades 1/2 to Farm School
•	 Friday, June 9, 2017 

K-5 Exhibitions  9:30-10:30am (see flyer) 
Sixth Grade Recollections 
 

June 2, 2017          Volume 20, Issue 29

Memorial Day and Challenges
Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students, and Staff,
If you’ve lost a loved one to war, battle or if you paid tribute to a soldier in any way this past weekend we shared 
that honoring of heroes. This past Memorial Day, a day to reflect on history and those that have died, I was 
reminded of two Mission Hill School habits, view point and perseverance. 

Visiting a friend’s church, I heard a sermon about the value of sharing stories about events or things that we 
believe are important and why. Sharing the story with another person without expectation that the other person 
will feel the same way is different than trying get other person to take on your sentiments. It was a time to 
remember that each one of us has to shape what we see as important in our lives. On many occasions children 
are judged or scolded about not realizing the importance of events in history or things that have happened in the 
lives of their elders. The perspectives expressed by our children can be shocking. My hope is that the more stories 
they hear, the more people they meet, the more conversations they have, the more viewpoints they will be able to 
see from, and the more lessons they will learn-- shaping what they believe is important.

At Crossfit gyms around the world there was a physical challenge in memory of a fallen hero, Lieutenant 
Murphy. The challenge was to complete one of his favorite work outs, to run for one mile, do 100 pull-ups, 200 
push ups, 300 air squats and finish with a one mile run.  On the morning of Memorial Day I participated in 
the challenge. I finished it by focusing on one movement at a time. During the last mile while I was running I 
thought about the challenge. It was so hard, but I know there are harder challenges to come. I thought about 
Lieutenant Murphy and the challenges he faced at war. I thought about how I had lived through so many 
Memorial Days and watched other people pay tribute. Making it important in my terms really changed what 
Memorial Day was about. It’s now a day about strength, resilience, perseverance, and gratitude in addition to 
paying tribute.

I am a believer in inviting challenge. It makes us better people and better able to handle the uninvited challenges 
that life presents. So much of history is about challenges and how people overcame them. In each of our families 
we have such stories. How do we teach our children the importance of this history? We share our stories of the 
challenges we or our family members have encountered and what we learned as a result. Tell your stories without 
expectation that your children will feel the weight of the importance. Knowing how important something is to 
you might be enough for now.
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Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
...more on math throughout our day 
(continued from last week)
Our picture schedule helps us keep 
track of the day, and what is coming 
next – a way to measure our time 
together. Our daily songs include 
clapping/tapping rhythms as well as 
counting, adding and subtracting. 
Our materials, such as mini unit 
blocks, create spontaneous sorting 
opportunities, as students search for 
the specific rectangle he or she needs 
to complete a structure. Magna tiles 
come in a variety of shapes and col-
ors – and children sort these blocks 
many ways as they build. Children 
problem solve around sharing trains 
and cars – they compare how many 
they have and work to make it more 
fair.
I recently brought a small group of 5 
students to the orchard, where they 
were eager to pick dandelions. How 
many do I have? Help me count! I 
have more now! Were just a few of 
the math questions and comments 
from children. When a new student 
joined, I asked the group, “How 
many children do we have now?” 
They counted and figured out 6. 
These are just a few of the ways that 
math experiences are embedded 
into our day. How do you see math 
experiences embedded in your daily 
life at home?
-Geralyn and Donna

Room 106
Last week The Butterflies class went 
to the Farm School. This is one of our 
favorite trips each year. It is a time 
to connect with the earth and appre-
ciate where our food comes from. 
After our bus ride, we arrived in 
Athol, MA. The children got to run 

in the field behind the main house, 
play games, and meet their farmer 
friends.   
Lunch was the first order of business. 
Chores were next. Children hiked 
around the farm feeding and greeting 
animals. We went in the barn to meet 
the cows. A calf was there and he got 
a great deal of attention. Children 
had a chance to pet and feed the 
cows. They also got a chance to see 
where the cows are milked.  
We also visited the baby goats (my 
favorite), the pigs, and the garden. 
Children tried asparagus that came 
straight from the garden. Before we 
knew it, it was time to get back on 
the bus. A busy day filled with naps 
on the way home. Thank you Farm 
School for always making us feel at 
home.     
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
Over the last few weeks we have 
been working with clay and had the 
opportunity to visit the clay studio at 
Mass Art with our volunteer Sarah. 

While there we got to see some of 
her clay work and worked on some 
of our own. This is also the time of 
year where we begin to reflect on the 
past year and share kind things about 
our peers. Here are a few of those 
statements. 
Carmelo is nice to others always.
I like to play with Janee and she is 
funny.
Vidania likes playing with me outside 
all the time.
Jack is awesome and cool.
Tyrell gives me hugs everyday.
Najia is so sweet to me.
I like when Yarian sometimes uses 
his squeaky voice.
Kaysha got me a snack once.
When I play on the rug with Nikaye 
it is fun.
I love playing with Sophia.
Anish is super fast and he can jump 
over a fence. That was awesome!
G’Mauree is super fast. He’s faster 
than everyone else.
Shona is my best friend. She is kind.
I like Emily’s stories.
Xander is cool. He plays football with 
me.
I like Emma because she is so nice.
-Jada Brown & Kenisha Epps

Room 109
Coming next week!
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
Coming next week!   
-Ashleigh L’Heureux 

Room 216
Team Rocket is right in the middle of 
our final math unit for the year: mea-
surement and data! Students started 
by measuring with cubes, tiles, paper 
clips, moving on quickly to inches 

Learning math through building in room 108.
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and centimeters. We have mea-
sured objects all around our room 
as well as our long jumps out on the 
playground. We have also worked 
on representing our data through 
pictographs, bar graphs, and line 
plots. Here are some of our students’ 
reflections on their measurements:
“We measured the whole room from 
one side to the other, and it was 880 
centimeters!”- Jack Ozro
“I measured my head an Darby’s 
head; my head is bigger even though 
Darby is taller than me!”- Neli
“I’m amazed at my long jump, be-
cause we measured it and it was as 
long as Antonio’s!”- Nico
 Next week, we will begin our final 
project: measuring, recording and 
representing our data for the 1st 
Annual Team Rocket Playground 
Olympics!
-Danny & JoAnn
Room 217
Coming next week!
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Room 203
The year is drawing to a close. When 

this news reaches you there will 
only be 18 days of school left. This is 
the time of year where teachers and 
students alike, begin a final reflection 
process. Lots of questions are asked 
to put the year into perspective. This 
week I asked the Geniuses to respond 
to the following prompt:  What do 
you think about yourself as a…? 
They responded to six categories: 
writer, reader, mathematician, sci-
entist, artist and musician. Here are 
some of their responses.
“I’m ok at Science but someday I’ll 
get there!”
“I’m good at math because I can mul-
tiply quickly.”
“I’m a good writer because last year I 
was bad at writing. I used to write no 
[nonsense] words.”
“When I was in a different grade I 
liked reading but in 3rd grade I hated 
reading. Now I love it!”
Next week, Friday, June 9th at 
9:15am, we will have our annual 
Exhibitions Day! Families are invited 
to come and hear a speech their child 
has written that gives a full reflection 
of their year in 3rd or 4th grade. We 
hope to see you there!
-Jenerra Williams

Room 204
Coming next week!
-Cleata & Mayra

Room 207
Last week, The Be Kind, Work Hard 
Squad took a trip to the Museum of 
Science. Our first stop was to see a 
presentation on force and motion. 
The presenter helped us to make 
connections we had already learned 
at school about Newton’s Laws of 
Motion and other concepts regarding 
force and motion.
After the presentation we had time to 
excitedly explore the museum. Here 

Classroom news

are some reflections from the Be 
Kind, Work Hard Squad:
Amos- I learned how the Archime-
des Screw works.
Cole- I liked seeing the dinosaurs.
Danny- I remember when we went 
to the Science Park and you pressed 
the button and tried to run and beat 
the light.
Darrius- I liked when we saw the 
show about force and motion.
Dillon- I saw the ghost of the spring.
Euan- I got to sleep on a bed of nails.
Jahlimar- I liked the mirror that 
made our heads big. 
Jasmine- I like the presentation about 
force and motion. 
Juel- I liked the dinosaurs.
Lucas- I proved gravity exists.
Michelle- I liked the gas explosion, 
from the car, at the force and motion 
show. 

Carmelo works with clay.

Collecting eggs at Farm School.
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Xavier- I liked the spaceship. 
Zyel- I liked when we got to lay on 
the spikes.
A great time was had by all and 
already we have begun talking about 
what we’d like to do the next time we 
visit.
-Amina & Amanda

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Coming next week!
-Nakia Keizer

Room 215
My summer reading list is getting 
longer, and I am encouraging the 
DragonFlies to read as many books 
as I am - 4 books! That’s 4 books in 2 
months. We can do it! While there’s 
so much to get into and so many 
places to go, books are worth get-
ting buried into during the summer. 
Nothing beats a cold pitcher of lem-
onade or popsicles and a good book. 
Reginald (7/8 teacher) suggested we 
read books that we can recommend 
at next year’s MHS Book Fair. I am 
up for the challenge - are you? If you 
are, here’s the BPL/BPS reading list 
organized for you and your student: 
Opt-In, “Summer Reading Togeth-
er” citywide “Required” Program is 
launched. Contact: Debbie Froggatt, 
Director of Library Services
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-
84biRnVPkFnRWtkOHZtZExNTnM
Looking forward to exchanging read-
ing lists before we say goodbye for 
the summer,
-Abdi, Kat, Carlos, and the Dragonflies

Grades 7&8

Room 213
One of the 8th grade portfolio 
requirements is a literary analysis 
comparing two books. If you’d like 
a suggestion for summer reading, 
consider Ali Huda’s recommenda-
tion. Here are some excerpts from his 
comparison.
“The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho, 
and Of Beetles and Angels by Mawi 
Asgedom are both about following 
your dreams. The Alchemist is a 
mythical fiction book, while Of Bee-
tles and Angels is a nonfiction mem-
oir. Both main characters find their 
destinies and take control….“… But 
both books can have a deep meaning. 
A deep meaning that can really make 
you feel what the other characters 
are feeling. A deep meaning that can 
stick to you all day. To keep you dis-
tracted on their book. To make their 
deep meaning have real emotions on 
you. To seal you away from the real 
world, until you come to the final 
pages. That is what both of these 
books can do. Beware. “… Both The 
Alchemist and Of Beetles and Angels 
can be connected. And they are 
beautiful in their own ways too. If 
you are looking for a book to read, 
both of these books are great choices! 
In The Alchemist the boy shows you 
the journey of his dream, and in Of 
Beetles and Angels Mawi tells you 
about the journey of his life, and his 
dream.”        
-Ann, Elsa & Letta 
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Room 214
Coming next week!
-Reginald Toussaint

Schoolwide News

K-5 Exhibitions 
Join us next Friday in both the 
K-Quad and second floors for K-4 
Exhibitions! Bring a dish to share for 
the last curriculum breakfast of the 
year. 
What: Exhibitions!
Where: K-Quad and Second Floor
When: Friday, June 9th from 9:30-
10:30am

Family Council Meeting
Next family Council meeting will be 
hosted at Mission Hill on Wednes-
day, June 7th from 5:45 - 7:30 p.m.  
Babysitting and dinner will be pro-
vided.  Please RSVP to 
familycouncil@missionhillschool.org.  

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

Tommy Chang, Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419

Lying on a bed of nails at the Museum of 
Science.



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 

 
	

	

	
	

K-4	Exhibitions	
It’s	our	last	Curriculum	Breakfast	

for	the	year!	

				
Hello Families! 

The school year has quickly 
come to an end.  

Come celebrate the 
accomplishments of our 

students and hear about what 
they have learned during our 

last theme of the year. 
 

It’s a potluck, so bring a dish 
to share with our community.  

	
Date:	June	9,	2017	
Time:	9:30-10:30	
Where:	K-Quad	and	

2nd	Floor		
 

See you there! 
 
 

	
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

	
	

Exposiciones		
de	K-4		

¡Es	nuestro	último	Desayuno	del	
Plan	de	estudios	para	el	año!	

	

¡Hola familias! 
El año escolar ha venido 

rápidamente a un finaVenga 
celebran los logros de nuestros 
estudiantes y oyen sobre lo que 
han aprendido durante nuestro 

último tema del año.  
 

Es una comida, así traiga un 
plato para compartir con 

nuestra comunidad. 
	

	

Fecha:	El	9	de	junio	de	
2017	

Tiempo:	9:30-10:30		
Donde:	K-cuatrillizo	y	

2do	piso	
	
	

¡Nos vemos allí! 
 
 

	



 

FAMILY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Please join us for the last family council meeting of the year. 
Come and brainstorm ideas for the next school year. 

Wednesday, June 7th 
5:45 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mission Hill School Library 

 

Babysitting and dinner will be provided.  Please 
RSVP to familycouncil@missionhillschool.org by 

Tuesday, June 6th  
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