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NEWSLETTER

Important Dates and Reminders 
•	 May 1-5, 2017 

Screen Free Week at MHS
•	 Thursday, May 4, 2017  5:45 pm 

Family Fun Night (see flyer)
•	 Tuesday, May 9, 2017 

School Picture Day!
•	 May 15-16 

MCAS Math, Grades 3/4
•	 May 17-19 

MCAS Math, Grades 7/8 
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Screen Free Week at MHS
Dear Mission Hill School Friends, Families, Students, and Staff, 
“Look! Look at this flower!”
“Can you take a picture for my mom?”
“It is so beautiful!”
As we entered the South Playground on Monday, the K0 students marvelled at how much the outdoor space 
had changed over April break. Trees were blooming, buds were blossoming, flowers were bursting forth. Some 
students sat quietly and gazed in amazement. Others shouted proclamations of their discoveries. The trees had 
dropped a variety of seeds throughout our play space, providing new props for play and prompting questions: 
What is this? Is it a snail? Is it poop? Where did it come from? Some seed pods became babies, as the children 
collected and cradled them in their hands, caring for them as though they were their own children. So much 
was happening. It was truly amazing and reminded me quickly of why I love spending time with young children, 
especially in nature.
There is a reason why Screen-Free Week happens in the spring. 
It is because nature is one of the best antidotes to too much tech-
nology. Nature helps bring balance to our fast-paced, consum-
er-driven, media-filled world. Ask any gardener and they will 
agree - there is nothing like the sensory experience of digging in 
dirt, smelling the earth, seeing the plants, feeling fresh air on the 
skin and the warmth of the sun. Children understand this and are 
fascinated by all there is to ponder and explore. 
Did you know that each week, American children spend more 
time in front of a screen than they do in school?!? This year, we 
continue the tradition of celebrating Screen-Free Week at Mis-
sion Hill School. This is a great way to jump-start our kids (and 
ourselves) into more time outdoors, as well as more reading and learning. It’s also a lot of fun! It is also a chance 
for families to talk about and recalibrate their digital diet. Please check out http://www.screenfree.org/ for lots of 
info about helping your family unplug, research on the effects of children’s screen time, and more. 
When you give up your screen entertainment, it is good to have a plan ahead of time. We have some events to 
help you! (see flyers attached)
Family Fun Night - Thursday, 5/4/17 5:45pm - 7pm
Community Beautification Day - Friday, 5/5/17 10:00am - 12:00pm
Community Beautification Day - Saturday, 5/6/17 10:00am - 12:00 pm
Happy Screen-Free Week!
-Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin, K0 teacher



mhs news: 4.28.17  page 2

Classroom News

Kindergarten 

Room 108
The Dinosaurs made a yummy Greek 
dish called Riganatha (borrowed 
from Ms. Jada’s class). After wash-
ing their hands, they brushed olive 
oil on crusty country bread, put the 
slices in a toaster oven to bake, then 
topped the slices with oregano, feta 
cheese and diced tomatoes. Many of 
the Dinosaurs enjoyed the Riganatha, 
even though there was a “spicy” 
flavor. Here is the recipe:

Riganatha
One loaf country style bread sliced
Chopped tomatoes
Crumbled Feta cheese
Extra virgin olive oil
Dried oregano
Brush the slices of country bread 
with olive oil. Grill or broil in a hot 
oven until the bread is crusty. Sprin-
kle oregano over the slice and top 
with feta cheese and tomatoes. Enjoy!
-Ms. Donna and Geralyn

Room 106
The Butterflies class started this week 
pondering the question, What do 
you think the word construction 
means?  Alice said, “You build some-
thing.” Greta said, “It means you 
are building a tower.” Misael said, 
“Building.” In fact, every child in the 
class replied that it had something to 
do with building.  
The next day I asked them to ponder 
another question, What do you think 
the word build means? Lola said, “I 
think build means construction and 
construction means build.” Danae 
said,“ The word build means a house 
that has been built.” Like Danae, 
many students connected build 
to something such as a tower or a 
house.  
Simeon answered a little differently. 
He introduced the class to a new 
word. He said, “It means making 
a foundation.” We will explore the 
word foundation and see why it is 
important to a structure.  
Children worked on their first of 
many challenges. Challenge #1 Make 
a building as tall as you are. Children 
met this challenge in different ways. 
Some students used hollow blocks, 
while others used unit blocks. This 
week students worked on Challenge 

# 2 Make a building as tall as you are 
using 12 blocks.  
-Kathy D’Andrea

Room 107
Now that the Olympics are over, the 
major projects have ceased in 107 
and our class schedule has gone back 
to normal. Since then, we’ve taken 
advantage of days with beautiful 
weather and made several trips to the 
park at the end of Child Street. The 
Working Presidents welcomed the 
opportunity to play and challenge 
their large muscles through climbing. 
They went up and down the slides, 
watched the trains go by and swung 
on the large tire swing. 
When we got back from the park on 
the  Tuesday before our break, we 
were just in time for our scheduled 
Art class. Jeanne asked students what 
they thought we would be study-
ing next. Several students raised 
their hands saying the following: 
“Greece.”  “People at Mission Hill 
School.” “Little people sneaking into Children in the Dinosaur class make Riganatha.

Joziana with her structure.
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other people’s homes.” “People’s’ 
jobs.” While those were great guess-
es, Jeanne informed them that our 
new study would actually deal with 
physical science. She then explained 
that there are many components to 
physical Science and one area we 
would explore with her was chain 
reactions. She then encouraged them 
to create, draw and narrate their own 
chain reaction stories. It was an awe-
some way to get their wheels turning. 
Stay tuned.
-Jada Brown & Kenisha Epps

Room 109
During this first week back from 
April break we are getting used to 
being back in school. For 4, 5, and 6 
year olds a few days away can be like 
a few months away for adults! So, 
remembering routines, expectations, 
and reconnecting with each other is 

our work this week. On Tuesday we 
had an amazing trip to the Discovery 
Museum in Acton. We traveled for 
an hour by school bus and visited 
this hands-on Science Museum with 
a focus on young children. It fits well 
with our spring theme of physical 
science. Students were excited to try 
everything from pendulum drawing, 
to running to create a tornado, mag-
nets, magnifiers, ladders, recycle ma-
terial art, and even an outdoor space 
with a tree house. We arrived back at 
school exhausted and happy from a 
great day. We look forward to more 
excitement with physical science and 
with field trips!
-Deborah & Stephanie

Grades 1 & 2

Room 205
The White Wolves are studying force 
and motion by exploring balls and 
ramps. On our first day of using a 
variety of materials (blocks, card-
board tubes, kaplas) and marbles, we 

Classroom news

realized that while we learn about 
physical science we are also going 
to learn a lot about managing our 
emotions and collaborating with 
others. Students worked in groups to 
create any type of ramp that a marble 
could travel down. Some students’ 
ramps were not sturdy at first and fell 
over several times. Some ramps were 
too flat and the marble didn’t travel 
very far. Other students’ ramps got 
knocked over when someone walked 
by. Some students had perseverance 
and kept rebuilding and retrying over 
and over again. Other students cried 
and walked away. There was also 
some yelling out of frustration. At 
the end of our exploration we came 
together for a community meeting. 
Some students shared that working 
with balls and ramps was frustrat-
ing; some students found it exciting. 
We shared support, acknowledged 
feelings, and offered suggestions for 
ramp building as well as managing 
our big emotions. We were trying 

Arianni’s ramp.

Madison and Jeremy work on a ramp.
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to work together as a community to 
support each other through a chal-
lenging task. I’m sure this will be the 
first of many conversations like this 
as we continue to learn about more 
than just science. 
-Ashleigh L’Heureux

Room 216
In the week before break we began 
our final theme of the year, “Mo-
lecular Gastronomy: The Science of 
Cooking”! Though our students are 
very excited to jump right in and 
cook as much as possible, we chose 
to begin our theme by observing 
food and learning how to take notes 
about what we are observing. As we 
get to know ingredients better and 
learn how they can be used, we will 
be far more comfortable cooking 
with them. Students have also taken 
advantage of our new dramatic play 
materials connected to cooking, 
dressing up as chefs and practicing 
running a restaurant. Some students 
also chose to paint their observations 
of food, putting a lot of time and de-
tail into a simple painting of a bowl 
of apples and oranges. When we 
returned from break we began exper-
imenting with physical and chemical 
reactions. Soon we will be designing 
recipes and visiting some restaurants 
well known for their use of molecular 
gastronomy! Stay tuned!
-Danny & JoAnn
Room 217
The United Kate’s went to the Dis-
covery Museum in Acton, MA. 
What a wonderful museum! Every 
exhibit was hands- on and perfect for 
curious kids. There were light and 
shadow, sound, force and energy, 
magnet, and many other physical 
science activities. Yediel said “I liked 
the shadow, it took a picture with 

light, and flashed, when you turned 
around, you saw your shadow. I want 
to make one at school.” Warlin said “I 
liked walking around and around to 
make a tornado.” Emeric said “I liked 
everything! I liked the treehouse we 
got to play in.” Evan said “My favorite 
thing was the little smoke that you 
had to run around. I liked meeting 
Kate’s mom, she was really nice. She 
helped me at the museum.” My mom 
volunteers at the museum and was so 
excited to work with my students. It 
made it special for me to introduce 
my class to my mom. I can’t wait to 
bring my students back to the Dis-
covery Museum next year!
-Kate Needham

Grades 3 & 4

Room 203
The last month has been a whirlwind 
as we have wrapped up many things 
in Room 203. Our Ancient Greece 
theme ended. Anna, one of our 
student teachers completed her take 
over week. Archives and reading as-
sessments are done. The Mission Hill 

Classroom news

Olympics, hosted by Miss Jada’s class, 
had it’s closing ceremonies before 
the break. Our third graders fin-
ished their Boston Ballet CityDance 
program. The English Language Arts 
MCAS testing is now over. Whew! 
We have been really busy! And then 
we had April break!
Our school vacations weeks are built 
in to help us rejuvenate and be ready 
for the work that lies ahead of us. 
Upon returning this week, we have 
begun our new school-wide theme, 
Physical Science. We will be learning 
different physical science concepts by 
studying Molecular Gastronomy: The 
Science of Cooking!
I hope that you were able to rest, re-
lax, connect with family/friends and 
most importantly spend quality time 
with your 3rd or 4th grader. 
-Jenerra Williams

Room 204
Stay tuned next week!
-Cleata Brown

Room 207
Several weeks ago, in connection 

Evan and Janet (Kate’s mom) play with light and shadow.
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to our Ancient Greece theme, Ms. 
Jada, who teaches kindergarten, 
held Mission Hill’s second Olym-
pics. Throughout the week, Ms. 
Jada’s class, The Working Presidents, 
helped to lead various Olympic 
activities which included the opening 
ceremony, javelin throwing, relay 
races, chariot races along with many 
other exciting events.
Five years ago, the last time we 
studied Ancient Greece, our third 
and fourth graders were K1 and K2 
students, many of whom were in Ms. 
Jada’s class.  It was heartwarming to 
overhear a conversation of several 
of Ms. Jada’s former kindergartners 
share with friends how they helped 
to create movements to go with 
MHS’s Olympic Anthem, Waving 
Flag. So many of the Be Kind, Work 
Hard Squad were just as excited to 
participate in the Olympics and sing 
Waving Flag this time around as they 
were when they were younger.

It is our hope that the excitement 
around the Ancient Greece Theme 
continues as we move into our Phys-
ical Science theme when we return 
from the April Break!
-Amina & Amanda 

Grades 5&6

Room 210
Here are our latest End of the Week 
Reflections.
Something I am really excited about 
is… 
“Summer vacation because my mom 
got me some new clothes and I really 
want to go to parks and my aunt is 
going to take us to Florida for a week 
and i’m going to go to the beach get 
some ice cream and if i’m still in this 
class i’ll bring a gift for you and Man-
ny and Carlos too oh and Abdi.”
“Is the TEEP thing that is coming in 
the summer I think my mom will let 
me go but still not cause I can’t take 

the bus everyday by myself but still 
people were telling me to go cause 
it was fun and some school related 
work! thats what im excited about!!!”
Something that went well this week 
was...
“My Myth. I got a couple paragraphs 
done, and I feel like I am making 
good progress. I had a little writer’s 
block but I think I am over that. 
It would be good if I was almost 
finished by next week.”
I would feel more comfortable if...
“We had more free time.”
One thing I wish went better was…
“Some people would understand that 
i need personal space and i don’t like 
to be touched.”
One great suggestion I have for the 
class is…
“Getting a gumball machine.”
Next week I am going to try to...
work on understanding more addi-
tion fractions
Something I learned this week was
new fraction ways in math
- Nakia & Manny

Room 215
Stay tuned next week!
-Abdi, Kat, Carlos and the Fireflies

Grades 7&8

Room 213
What is the relationship among the 
volumes of the cylinder, sphere, and 
cone? This question became more 
than a thought experiment this week 
in 8th grade math class. Armed 
with a set of relational geosolids, we 
began a hands-on exploration of the 
volumes of these three-dimensional 
shapes. 
When the kids saw the water and 
the plastic models, their minds went 

Molecular gastronomists in Danny’s class. 
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back to early days at a water table 
and they started predicting sinking 
and floating. So we took a detour 
and clarified the difference between 
volume and mass. Then we examined 
the shapes. The cylinder, sphere, and 
cone all shared a circle with the same 
diameter. The height of the cylinder 
and the cone was the same. By rotat-
ing the sphere on the table beside the 
cylinder, the kids realized its diam-
eter was actually also its height. So 
which shape holds the most stuff?
What will happen if we fill the cone 
with water and pour it into the cyl-
inder? The kids started predicting: a 
half; a fourth; no, more! We contin-
ued predicting and pouring. With 
this experimenting, we began to 
derive and make sense of the volume 
formulas for these shapes. The next 
time you have an ice cream cone, 
think about the relationship between 
that ball of ice cream and the cone it 
sits atop! If all the ice cream melted, 
would it fill or overflow the cone? If 
your 8th grader is with you, you can 
have a cool math discussion!            
-Ann Ruggiero, Elsa Batista & Letta 
Neely 

Room 214
Grit, resilience, toughness, whatever 
you call it, I’ve been thinking about 
it a lot recently. I’ve been thinking 
about it a lot with my own children. 
How much should I push back 
when they express discomfort with 
something that I think is good for 
them? How much do I allow them to 
struggle through a task before I offer 
assistance? 
My oldest daughter, Solèy, has an 

audition coming up. Her music 
teacher and I agree that the audition 
is an important step for her to take in 
her development as a musician. She 
really doesn’t want to, but I did not 
give her a choice. That experience 
has made me aware of how I respond 
to my students when they actively or 
passively resist completing an assign-
ment or a task. 
It’s reminded me that as much as I 
want my students to feel comfort-
able in the class, working through 
discomfort or facing a seemingly 
insurmountable challenge is part of 
the learning process. 
-Reginald Toussaint

Schoolwide News

Immigrant Rights                                                                                                                                        
Connolly Branch Library, 433 Centre 
Street JP, is hosting two bilingual 
(English/Spanish) immigration 
workshops in May. The first is 
*Key Information for Immigrants 
& Their Allies*  (Monday, May 8, 
6 - 7:45 p.m) Janet Ceja and Monica 
Colón-Aguirre, professors at Sim-
mons College, present this workshop 
on immigrant rights. Learn how 
to identify legal records, recognize 
warrants, and document raids. This 
workshop is designed for immigrants 
and allies with little to no knowl-
edge about immigration rights. The 
second is *Know Your Rights as 
an Immigrant*  (Monday, May 15, 
6 - 7:45 p.m.) The American Immi-
gration Lawyers Association (AILA) 
and the Political Asylum/Immigra-
tion Representation (PAIR) Project 
will conduct a “Know Your Rights” 

presentation. Come learn more about 
your rights when interacting with 
immigration officials, understanding 
your legal status and the immigration 
court process, where to find trusted 
legal resources, and what programs 
might be available to you.

Amazon Smile for FOMHS
Did you know that MHS has a 
non-profit organization that was 
created to help raise funds for the 
school? Friends of the Mission Hill 
School (FOMHS) was by Valerie 
Madden (mother of seventh grader, 
Henry), to support the work of the 
school. Recently FOMHS became 
an official recipient of the Amazon 
Smile program. If you order from 
Amazon with FOMHS as your home 
page, the school will receive a small 
percentage of the proceeds. Simply 
set this page as your Amazon Home 
Page: https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/27-1300745 and order away!

Ayla Gavins, Principal 
Deborah Meier, Founder

Tommy Chang, Superintendent

Mission Hill K-8 School
A Boston Public Pilot School

www.missionhillschool.org

20 Child Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

T  617.635.6384
F  617.635.6419

Geralyn and kids, putting up flyers for Screen 
Free Week at MHS.



Thursday, May 4th, 2017 is  

Family Fun Day at  

Mission Hill School! 

 

Everyone is invited to 

celebrate an evening 

of “Screen-Free” play 

and picnicking! 

 

Hopscotch!  
Four Square! Tag!  
Sidewalk Chalk….   

And board games, too!!! 
 

Bring a picnic dinner and a blanket for your 

family. We will provide games and equipment.  

 

 
We will gather in the South Play Yard (near the circle driveway and the 

apple orchard) from 5:45 - 7:15 pm. If it rains we will meet in the K-Quad. 

 

If you have questions - just talk to Geralyn (Room 108); or Ms Deborah 

(Room 109).  



Cerrado jueves, 4 º de mayo 

de 2016 es  

Día de Diversión Familiar en  

Mission Hill School! 

 
Todos están invitados a 

celebrar una noche de 

juego "Pantalla Libre" y 

hacer picnic! 

 

Rayuela!  
Four Square! Tag!  
tiza de la acera ....   

Juegos Y de mesa, 
también !!! 

 

Trae una cena de picnic y una manta para su 

familia. Vamos a ofrecer juegos y equipos-.  
Vamos a reunir en el sur de corral (cerca de la calzada 

círculo y el huerto de manzanas) de 5:45 - 7:15 . Si llueve nos 

encontraremos en el K-Quad. 

 

Si tiene alguna pregunta - acaba de hablar con  

Geralyn (Habitación 108); o Sra Deborah (Habitación 109). 



Please join us for two days of service and community
to make our school a more beautiful place.  We will
be repainting and rejuvenating the front entrance,
along with other fun service projects for both 

families and students.

Friday May 5, 10am-12pm
Saturday May 6, 9am-12pmSaturday May 6, 9am-12pm
Questions or comments? 

Email ssencermura@missionhillschool.org

            COMMUNITY 
BEAUTIFICATION DAYS

N HILLSCHOOLSIO
MIS



 

This year, we are doing teacher appreciation a little differently than 

previous years. Instead of celebrating one day with a teacher 

appreciation lunch, we will celebrate all week from May 1-5, which is 

National Teacher Appreciation week. 

 

Please see below for your designated day and what your classes should 

bring.  

Here are some suggestions: 

Grade Responsible for 

  

Monday, May 1st: Grades 5-6 Breakfast (coffee, muffins, 

bagels, etc) with mugs 

Tuesday, May 2nd: Grades 1-2 Healthy Snacks (Fresh Fruit, 

Granola, etc.) 

Wednesday, May 3rd: Grades 

3-4 

Lunch 

Thursday, May 4th: Grades 7-8 Refreshing drinks and cookies 

Friday, May 5th: K0 – K2 Desserts (cupcakes, cookies, etc.) 

 

Let's show our teachers and staff know how much we appreciate them!  

 

Please contact the family council at familycouncil@missionhillschool.org 

with any questions. 

mailto:familycouncil@missionhillschool.org

